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The Letter 

Dearest 

 

Let us thank the Lord who allows us to live the present time, a time 

full of contradictions but also a time of Grace because, even if humanity – 

or at least a good part of it – seeks joy and salvation in the wrong ways, 

the Lord, our Creator and Father, continues to make himself present 

among us his creatures. He does not cease to manifest to us His love, He 

who knows our heart, our hunger and our thirst for the Infinite. 

In the current planetary upheaval caused by the viral pandemic and 

various ideologies that aim to annihilate the beauty of creation in its 

stupendous harmony, first of all the human creature, we ask ourselves: 

where will the help come from? "Our help comes from the Lord, who 

made heaven and earth." 

We have just begun the journey of the Season of Advent, a time of 

active waiting to prepare ourselves to welcome Emmanuel, God with us. 

The Lord Jesus, in obedience to the Father's love for humanity, accepts to 

become man as the Son of man, the son of this fragile humanity in need of 

being redeemed in order to return to its original integrity. The Lord Jesus, 

under the guise of a fragile newborn, comes to "visit us from above like a 

rising sun" to illuminate the darkness of the world. Yes, we need his "true 

Light that illuminates every man" and makes him capable of "looking 

beyond" appearances, beyond the false lights that dazzle for a moment 

and then leave disappointed and empty. It has always been so: the duel 

between darkness and light, between evil and good, is fought in the heart 

of every man and on the soil of the world and those who have chosen to 

be on the side of the Truth experience it in particular. 

In the daily struggle for good, the Virgin Mary comes to meet us, the 

One who, conceived without sin, is the "Woman of waiting", the fertile 

ground that welcomes the Word that will become flesh in her, the blessed 

womb in which the Son of God will become man. We meet her at the 

beginning of Advent this beloved Mother of ours who intercedes for us 

and teaches us the way to meet her Son who comes: the way of faith and 
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trust, of abandonment in God and acceptance, of clarity of heart and 

tenderness, of courage and fortitude. Encouraged and guided by this 

tender Mother, we look up and we will be attracted by an inner call from 

that "Spirit who testifies to our spirit that we are children of God". 

Dear friends, "let us not allow ourselves to be robbed of Hope" by 

the false prophets of the world, Jesus, the Son of God, was born for us and 

was born for us, for our salvation and for our joy, starting from here, from 

this earthly life of ours that he wanted to assume to be Emmanuel, God 

with us. He came to us from the Father so that we, through Him, may 

come to His-our Father who is in Heaven. We are not orphans, we are 

daughters and daughters of a Father who is goodness and mercy, infinite 

beauty! The Child of Bethlehem came to reveal to us the face of this 

Father and to be the "Good News" for us, for all humanity: "... sent to 

bring the good news to the wretched, to bind up the wounds of broken 

hearts, to proclaim the freedom of slaves, the release of prisoners.... to 

console all the afflicted" (Is 61). 

I wish you all a Holy Christmas, that the contemplation of the Child 

of Bethlehem may illuminate our lives with His Light. 

 

Sr. Maddalena Ergasti 
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Walking with Mary 
by Sr. Noemi Minicucci 

 

Like Mary 

"Here I am, I am the Servant of the Lord, let it be done to me according to 

your word!" 

And the Word became flesh by the power of the Holy Spirit. The Virgin 

Mary, possessed by God, was filled with grace, "for this reason everything 

in her was a manifestation of God's holiness. In her worked only the Spirit 

of God who is the spirit of love, of self-giving" (1). "And Mary set out on a 

journey." Mary, first missionary, in her, with her, through her, Jesus walks 

on the roads of Galilee, of Judea. She, the Mother of the Lord "cannot - 

says our Bishop Dino di v.m. - not keep up with God's step in charity”. 

It is in the style of the most sublime heights of God to rush and prevent in 

service." 

Mary sets out without delay to reach the one who, elderly, has also 

conceived a child according to the words of the angel. Mary goes to see 

the sign, out of love, to serve. 
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The Visitation is the mystery of love that gives itself, that becomes service, 

communion, mission. 

Yes, there is no lack of difficulties, Mary's journey is long, 150 kilometers, 

it is difficult, but when the Word enters the heart, it cannot be contained, 

it must expand, it must reach. 

Mary goes out, goes "No shadow, no fold in Mary!" (2) 

"To remain faithful to our mandate we must not leave room for "human 

passions" that can press within us, there is no room for immobility, fear, 

discouragement. 

Like Mary, we must with concern, go towards" (3). It is anxiety, the 

dynamism of mission. 

Mary is the first missionary because 

she brings Jesus, she brings love. Like 

Mary every Servant, every Christian is 

called to bring love where man lives, 

suffers, hopes.  

Just as Mary was "praise" and 

"service" peregrinating, constant ... 

sometimes words do not say how 

much the language of gesture, of our 

knowing how to welcome, should 

express the same acceptance of the 

Father. 

The Visitation is the embodiment of 

the mystery of the "outgoing Church" 

of which Pope Francis speaks: "to 

come out of one's own comfort and to 

have the courage to reach all the 

peripheries that need the light of the 

Gospel... 

The joy of the Gospel that fills the life 

of the community of disciples is a 
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missionary joy. 

The Church "outgoing" is the community of missionary disciples who take 

the initiative, who get involved, who accompany, who bear fruit and 

celebrate. "Where everyday life takes place bringing, as Mother Vincenza 

always said to every Servants who 'went', sent by the community: The 

smile of God" (4), our welcome, mercy, humble and concrete service. 

The man of today, writes Mother (5): "suffers from the lack of attention, 

of love, he does not feel loved and therefore does not love, unconsciously 

"he wants to rediscover all creation as a gift and wants to feel himself at 

the center of a great adventure of friendship"! It is to us that the task of 

"creating new proposals of life" awaits us to understand in order to share 

the weight, the responsibility of the other" 

Let us go, charity alone must animate, guide, sustain our community and 

apostolic life ... like  Mary! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTES 

(1) M. Vincenza Minet, "Vademecum", internal publication, June 2018, p. 120 

(2) Ibid 

(3) Ibid, p. 121  

(4) Cf. Pope Francis, EG, 21-24 

(5) M. Vincenza Minet, "Vademecum", internal publication, June 2018, p. 121 
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Virgin Mary, Mother and Mediator of Grace 
  

  
  
  
  

  

                                                                                                      by Mons. Mario Salerno 
  

Mary's universal mediation, 

that is, her maternal 

function, both in the 

acquisition and in the 

impetration and distribution 

of all graces, is certainly one 

of the most interesting and 

current aspects of the entire 

Marian magisterium read in 

the context of salvation 

history. 

"In the last sixty years it has 

involved in the Catholic 

Church theological research 

and the attention of the 

magisterium; at the popular 

level it has polarized popular 

trust and piety towards the 

supplicant power and maternal mercy of Mary" (S. Meo).  

When one contemplates the image of "Mary Most Holy of Graces", in the 

Shrine dedicated to her and of which I am Rector, one thinks of Dante's 

verses in Canto XXXIII of Paradise: "Woman, if so great and so valiant, that 

whatever grace she wants and does not recur to you, her desire wants to 

fly without wings". It is the doctrine of Mary's universal intercession, 

illustrated by the works of St. Bernard: just as Grace was totally restored 

to us through the Incarnation of the Word in Mary, so all grace comes to 

us through Mary.  

With humble realism Bernard observes: "We, your poor servants, enjoy 

together with you, for you, your other virtues, but we enjoy your mercy for 

ourselves. We praise virginity, we admire humility, but sweeter for us 

miserable, is your mercy, that mercy that we embrace with more emotion, 
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that we remember more frequently, that we invoke with more insistence. 

It is this, in fact, that has obtained the redemption of the whole world, 

which has implored the salvation of all men". 

Mary, queen and advocate, is also a mediator and this in a twofold sense: 

first of all, as a means, as the path through which Christ was given to us 

and also as the means, the path by which we must go to the Son: "For you 

blessed author of grace, mother of life, mother of salvation may we be 

allowed to go to the Son; for you may He who for you has been given to 

us, welcome us". 

With an eloquent and original expression Bernard calls Mary the 

aqueduct: God is eternal life, Christ, the inexhaustible fountain that 

reached men and invaded the squares with its waters through that 

"aqueduct which, receiving from the heart of the Father the fullness of the 

source itself, gave us this source". The summit of this aqueduct transcends 

the heavens and goes as far as the sources of eternal life, it is full of grace 

even if it is not the fullness itself, and it lets "in our arid hearts grace fall 

drop by drop". There is no human frailty that Mary does not take care of. 

There is no space, no time, no heaven that escapes Mary's action. 

Moreover, Mary exercises her work of mediation with all the richness of 

her femininity. She is the strong woman of Proverbs who watches over 

everyone with immense solicitude and self-denial, always attentive to the 

needs of others, whose lamp does not go out at night and who offers 

everyone milk and wool. Moreover, Mary's mediation accompanies man 

in all the moments of his existence: in the instability of temporal life, in 

temptation, in the disturbance of sin, in sadness and despair. 

In every external adversity and in every interior conflict man is called to 

invoke Mary: 

«Oh, whoever you are, you who feel that in the flow of this world you are 

swaying between storms and gale instead of walking safely on earth, do 

not take your eyes off the splendor of this star, if you do not want to be 

overwhelmed by storms! If the winds of temptation rise, if you come 

across the rocks of tribulations, look at the star, invoke Mary. If you are 

beaten by the waves of pride, ambition, slander, jealousy, look at the star, 
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invoke Mary. If the wrath and avarice or flattery of the flesh have shaken 

the ship of your soul, look at Mary. If disturbed by the enormity of sins, 

confused by the unworthiness of conscience, frightened by the horror of 

God's judgment, you begin to be swallowed up in the abyss of sadness, in 

the abyss of despair, think of Mary. In dangers, in anxieties, in 

uncertainties, think of Mary, invoke Mary. May she not depart from your 

mouth, from your heart. And in order to obtain the suffrage of her prayer, 

do not abandon the example of her life centered in God". 

Bernard knows that only divine grace can help us. And grace in God's plan 

comes to us through Mary. Therefore, if the beauty of Mary, Bride and 

Mother of the Word, is marked by her humility, her charity and her fruitful 

virginity, the beauty of Mary Mediatrix is imbued with tenderness, 

clemency and mercy. From her pierced heart at the foot of the cross 

where she welcomed John as her son, her benign motherhood is poured 

out on every man until the end of time. 

The Second Vatican Council, in 1964, extensively explained the role of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary in the mystery of Christ and the Church; and it 

carefully expounded the meaning and strength of the "mediation" of the 

Blessed Virgin: "Mary's maternal function towards men in no way 

obscures or diminishes the one mediation of Christ, but shows its 

effectiveness. Since every salutary influence of the Blessed Virgin towards 

men is not born of true necessity, but of God's approval, and flows from 

the superabundance of Christ's merits, it is based on the mediation of him, 

on it absolutely depends and draws all its effectiveness; it does not in the 

least prevent the immediate union of believers with Christ, on the contrary 

it facilitates it"(LG 60). The Virgin Mary is the mediator of grace, since she 

was a partner of Christ in obtaining for us the greatest grace, that is, 

redemption and salvation, divine life and the glory that has no end. And in 

the Liturgical Formula the "mediation" of the Blessed Virgin is rightly 

interpreted as "providence of love, intercession and forgiveness, 

protection and grace. of reconciliation and peace" (Preface). 

Mary, already on this earth, intervened with her Son, asking him to meet 

the needs of a married couple left without wine at Cana. It is true that, on 
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that occasion, the Lord reminded her that God's plans do not necessarily 

coincide with human needs, but, having then followed up on her mother's 

request, she recognized in fact the power of intercession of the latter 

between God himself and men, and this recognition would be significantly 

confirmed and sealed for eternity by Christ dying on the cross when he 

told Mary that she would be the mother of humanity and John who,  as 

the highest expression of suffering humanity, he should have taken care of 

her by including her among his dearest and most precious affections. 

Saint Louis de Montfort, another holy singer of Mary, reminds us that 

"God the Father gathered all the waters and called them the sea; he 

gathered all the graces and called them Mary. This Great God has a 

treasure, a very rich deposit, where he closed all that is beautiful, brilliant, 

rare and precious, up to his own Son; and this immense treasure is Mary, 

whom the angels call the treasure of the Lord, and from whose fullness 

men are filled with all riches". 

St. John Mary Vianney, the holy Curé d'Ars, patron saint of parish priests 

reiterates that "all saints have a great devotion to Our Lady: grace does 

not come from heaven, without passing through the hands of Mary. You 

can't go to a house without talking to the doorman. Well, the Blessed 

Virgin is the door of heaven." 
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And in more recent times, the entirely Marian conclusion of Benedict 

XVI's Encyclical “Deus charitas est” is truly beautiful. The Virgin Mary is 

indicated as a mirror of all holiness and a model of charity service. She 

teaches us that only when we make room for God, encountered in prayer 

and in service to our neighbor, does the world become good. To her 

maternal goodness, as well as to her virginal purity and beauty, men of all 

times and of all parts of the world turn in their needs and hopes, in their 

joys and sufferings, in their solitudes as well as in community sharing. The 

testimonies of gratitude, paid to her on all continents and in all cultures, 

are the recognition of that pure love that does not seek itself, but simply 

wants good. The devotion of the faithful shows, at the same time, the 

infallible intuition of how such a love is possible. Whoever drinks at the 

source of God's love himself becomes a spring "from which rivers of living 

water flow" (cf. Jn 7:38). "There is no fruit of Grace in the history of 

salvation that does not have as its necessary instrument the Mediation of 

Our Lady". 

Contemplating you, O Most Holy Mary of Graces, grant that a drop of that 

milk that flows from your breast reaches every man and woman who 

walks in this poor world and restores hope of purity and love. It is the milk 

of Grace that nourishes and satisfies our anxiety for justice and freedom 

and makes holy the restlessness of hearts, which will find rest only in the 

Lord of mercy and in Your maternal embrace. 
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Religious life: creativity in proximity 
  

 by Don Emilio Salvatore  

 The way in which the Evangelist Luke presents to us the twofold 

commandment of love is absolutely original. Taking up from Mark the 

twofold commandment of love (Mk 12:28-34), he reinforces the 

disordered Mark’s version of the two commandments, compressing the 

two separate commandments of love into a single commandment in two 

parts in 10:27. At the junction between the anecdote and the parable is 

the question of the doctor of the Law who seeks a definition of "my 

neighbor". 

By itself, this is a rather reasonable question from a doctor of the Law. 

When imposing obligations, laws must draw clear lines and limits: you can 

go as far as a certain point but not go any further. So  

a carefully defined definition of who qualifies as neighbor might seem 

necessary, if the Doctor of Law wants to know and respect the exact scope 

of his obligation. Jesus refuses to give such an answer. In its context the 

concept of "neighbor" was debated; from the broader conception that 

also admitted the stranger who dwelt in Israel (D 10:19; Lv.  19:18.34), to 

the more rigid one that was limited to belonging to one's own tribe or to 

the family clan alone. The question of the meaning of the term with which 
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the "neighbor" is generally indicated, which in Hebrew is rendered, in 

these as in other contexts, with rea',recurrent altogether 187 times in the 

Old Testament. They range from "companion, friend, lover" to "neighbor, 

other". 

It is debated whether or not it is a primary term compared to the verb 

ra’ah ("to heal relations with someone"), which is less used in the biblical 

text. One notices in the various contexts the narrowing or widening of the 

meaning of rea', particularly in its translation of the LXX with plēsíon, of 

wider and more general scope than the original Hebrew. It is not 

surprising, therefore, the question posed at the time of Jesus. 

1. The relationship with others in the OT: a development in concentric 

circles. From the time of the patriarchal tribes, mainly semi-nomadic, to 

the slow constitution of the people of Israel over time, through the 

fundamental experience of exodus liberation, the need for the regulation 

of relations with others is affirmed. Israel understands on the basis of 

faith in the liberating God what is relevant to life, recognizing what is true, 

good and just is also elaborated by the surrounding cultures, which often 

become fundamental for the correctness of criteria to be assumed on a 

personal and interpersonal level and in new and different contexts. Thus, 

we find some juridical prescriptions, such as those contained in the so-

called code of the alliance of Ex 20:22-23:33. The correct relationship with 

one's neighbor is still the object of attention in the exilic and post-exilic 

period, when Leviticus is drafted, which contains pre-existing material 

such as the "law of holiness"(Lv. 17-26), consisting of a real project of life 

to be realized on return from Babylon. The continuation of the text of 

Leviticus confirms a development of love of neighbor, which expands to 

concentric circles to the point of involving the One who does not belong 

to the people of Israel: "The stranger dwelling among you. You will treat 

him as the one who was born among you; you will love him as yourself, 

because you too have been strangers in the land of Egypt. I am the Lord 

your God"(Lev 19:34). The immigrant foreigner (ger we-toshav) is hired to 

the rank of the native and is hosted according to the criterion of the 

command of love, here taken literally. In the prophetic literature we find 

the most significant reproaches at the level of errors and shortcomings, 
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especially in the book of Jeremiah, strongly influenced by the mentality 

expressed in Deuteronomy, with the condemnation of fraud, adulterers, 

false testimonies, slander and exploitation of all kinds. A significantly 

summarizing formulation of what is meant by this is found in the Greek 

version of Sirach: "Every living man loves his fellow man and every man 

his neighbor. Every being mates according to his kind, man associates 

himself with those who are like him" (Sir 13:15-16). 

Luke's choice is, then, very significant. Jesus' controversies over the 

commandment of love of neighbor are in full swing in the time of Jesus, 

who is part of the debate by noting the unity of the two precepts: love for 

God cannot be given without love for one's neighbor (Mt 22:34-40; Mk 

12:28-31; Lk 10:25-28). Along these same lines are the other three New 

Testament references (2 in Paul: love of neighbor as the fulfillment of the 

whole law, Gal 5:14; and summary of all the precepts, Rom.  13:8-10), and 

one in the Catholic letters, where it is defined as a royal commandment 

(James 2:8). 

Even in the Matthew’ version of Jesus' dialogue with the rich young man, 

the memory of Lev. 18:18b represents a synthesis of the second table of 

the Decalogue. Elsewhere, love of neighbor is expressed in the form of 

the "golden rule", that is, in the invitation to do to others what one wants 

others to do to one's own person (Mt 7:12; Lk 6:31). 

Even more significant for the meaning of the term is the question of the 

correct delimitation of the concept of "neighbor", particularly with regard 

to love for the enemy, upheld in Mt 5:43-48, 

in the context of the Sermon on the Mount, and in Lk 6:27-35, in the 

context of the Discourse on the Plain. Beyond what is commonly thought 

and affirmed, the love of the enemy does not constitute a Christian 

prerogative, but is present and operative in human history to the point of 

expressing itself in the different and particular schools of thought and 

religious conceptions (especially in Stoic philosophy). 

Returning to the Lucanian introduction: the doctor of the Law provokes 

Jesus, literally "tempts him" (Lk 10:25), the same verb used to indicate the 

action of the Tempter (cf.  Lk 4:12). 
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Jesus reverses the perspective, in vv. 30-37, to define the category of 

neighbor not as an ordinary person but, in turn, as a doctor of the Law: 

“You will be close to anyone (even people of a different religion or a 

different ethnic group) you will see in need". 

In the end, the category of neighbor is not a question of abstract concepts 

or laws but of concrete action (it does the same) in the face of concrete 

suffering. 

The two phases of the whole pericope are carefully composed by Luke to 

lead the assailant (a fictitious doctor of the Law, a real Christian audience) 

through a process of "transvaluation of all values". The listener begins 

with the understanding of one's neighbor (as defined by Lv 19:18b: the 

member of the cult community of Israel) and concludes with a 

transformed understanding of one's neighbor (as Jesus 'defined' him 

freely). The general theological theme of the overthrow, emphasized by 

Luke since the first chapter of his Gospel (e.g., 1:46-55), finds a 

memorable expression in this transvaluation of the meaning of 'neighbor'. 

2. The implications for religious life. What does love of neighbor for the 

follower of Jesus express? 

Everyone, in fact, loves their friends, but this means loving only 

themselves, for the advantage that is obtained from this type of 

relationship. To love one's neighbor, including the enemy, is to live a 

completely gratuitous love that is not of sympathy but of will, with the 

implication of a positive attitude towards the other who hates. Such love 

makes you close to be children of the Father, whose love is unlimited and 

unconditional. 

It may seem naïve to believe in this love, yet it is to firmly declare one's 

trust in the human capacity for good and to be able to do it concretely in 

one's life, understanding it and wanting it: the starting point is the 

community of belonging, which expands to concentric circles to include 

the social body and every man, including the enemy, without partiality, 

becoming close to the one with whom there are no ties. The broadening 

of the concept represents, in the evangelical logic, the most that allows to 

obtain the promised reward, overcoming pure reciprocity and entering 
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into a perspective of superabundance. (1) 

I would call it the "radicalism of love", an unprecedented and boundless 

request: 

 moves against the dictatorship of selfishness, 

 is not optional, but essential to live the dimension of gratuitousness, 

It is a dynamic of perfection, which has an original perspective, it is like a 

horizon that as we get closer it moves further and further away. 

In this sense it is typical of those who want to live the evangelical 

radicalism.   

If we line up the synoptics on the subject, we realize that the first of all 

the commandments (Mk 12:28) is also the thread on which the Law and 

the Prophets hang (Mt 22:40) and is also the condition for having eternal 

life(Lk 10:25). 

The question stimulates religious life, putting before it a radicalism that is 

not secondary to others. It raises many questions for the religious. Even 

the religious can find himself in the temptation to define his neighbor, 

creating a sort of justification of the areas and people to turn to. 

This temptation, to use the scheme of concentric circles, concerns the 

community to which it belongs but also what goes beyond it. Going to be 

close to those who are far away can be even more rewarding than 

listening to the elderly or sick sister. Perhaps in this sense it may be useful 

to clarify an ambiguity regarding the terms of proximity and proximity. 

Sometimes we use them in a similar way. The proximity is linked to a 

question of materiality of the space that in itself is neutral, but to which 

we give further connotations. Proximity is instead the concretization of a 

contact of closeness, without indifference and without hostility.  

«Proximity does not in itself produce proximity, just as distance is not able 

to prevent it" (2). Closeness is often marked by indifference or conflicts: 

this is the case of rivalry between brothers in the same family or on a 

social scale in the same condominium, between ethnic groups, between 

social groups or neighboring peoples.  

Escaping the definition of who we must love to enter into the narrative of 
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being able to love is the first lesson for all of us, but also for the religious 

or the religious. 

Proximity is measurable, proximity is responsible in the etymological 

sense, that is, it is the result of a process that leads us to give answers to 

concrete facts. The first is static, the second is dynamic. The first is a 

datum, the second is a conscious intentionality.  

This is why proximity becomes a project of authentic Christian life, inside 

and outside the community to which they belong. There is no love of 

neighbor that is not a deliberate love. In other words, the question is to 

be close. Here, too, a questionary:  how can we transform closeness into 

proximity? The option for proximity comes before the corresponding 

action: is this my intentionality? 

What concrete situations in my community or in my environment of 

action do I need to rethink in this new perspective? 

In religious life all this has been translated in the past into many social 

works, an expression of many forms of mercy. Today that they are in crisis, 

the attitude can be that of a withdrawal into oneself, into one's own little 

one. That would be the biggest mistake! The history of the Church teaches 

us that it is moments of crisis that ask for additional courage, that let the 

creative power of the Holy Spirit act. It is no coincidence that the Pope 

affirmed: 

"I expect from you concrete gestures of welcoming refugees, of closeness 

to the poor, of creativity in catechesis, in proclaiming the Gospel, in 

initiating into the life of prayer. Consequently, I hope that structures will 

be streamlined, that large houses will be reused in favor of works that are 

more responsive to the current needs of evangelization and charity, and 

that works will be adapted to new needs" (Letter to Consecrated Persons, 

II, 4). This phrase, very realistic, is framed by an initial invitation to "create 

'other places' where the evangelical logic of gift, fraternity, acceptance of 

diversity and mutual love is lived"  (II, 2). 

Faced with the crisis of some classical forms of "works of mercy" we feel 

the ground disappearing under our feet, which in some way legitimized 

us, we feel a certain bewilderment of the proven models of religious life. 
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There is a misunderstanding in all this. Proximity cannot be reduced to the 

organization of "onerous social services", nor is it enough to look for new 

markets for the export of that model, now worn out and blurred in the 

West to other less evolved places. From proximity springs the 

identification of places, understood not so much in a geographical sense, 

but of new frontiers, new occasions for the manifestation of the 

maternal and loving care of the Church towards situations that impose 

themselves on our attention. As in Luke's parable, proximity is embodied 

in the occasionality/providentially dictated by the agenda of the world 

and of history.  

 

NOTES 

(1) Cf. A. MELLO,  Gospel according to Matthew,Qiqajon, Magnano (VC) 1995, 121-122; R. FABRIS,  

Matteo, Borla, Rome 1996, 155-157; G. ROSSE',  Il vangelo di Luca, CittàNuova, Rome 1995, 

222-231. 

(2) Cf. S. PREMOLI,  The feet of the prodigal son. A psychoanalyst reflects on the parables of mercy, 

Àncora, Milan 2017, 57.  

 

 

 

My soul thirsts for you (Psalm 62)             by Sr. Maddalena Ergasti  

 
  

  
  
  

1 Psalm. Of David, when he dwelt in 

the desert of Judah. 
2O God, you are my God, at dawn I 

seek you, my soul thirsts for you, 

my flesh yearns for you, like a 

deserted, arid land, without 

water. 
3So, in the sanctuary I sought you, to 

contemplate your power and your 

glory. 
4Since your grace is worth more than 
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life, my lips will say your praise. 
5So, I will bless you as long as I live, in your name I will raise up my hands. 
6I will be satisfied as if I were convinced, and with voices of joy my mouth 

will praise you. 
7 When in my bed of you I remember and think of you in the night vigils, 
8 to you who have been my helper, I exult with joy in the shadow of your 

wings. 
9My soul is close to you and the strength of your right hand sustains me. 
10But those who attack my life will descend into the depths of the earth, 
11 they will be given in power to the sword, they will become prey to 

jackals. 
12The king will rejoice in God, he will glory those who swear for him, 

because the liars will be closed their mouths. 

This psalm is a canticle of deep and total intimacy with God, a song of 

desire and the search for Him. Through the experience of insecurity, 

loneliness and poverty, man discovers his extreme need for God and his 

desire to be intimately united to him. 

Psalm 62 expresses the soul of a people in a situation of trial and 

distance from God, like ancient Israel, but also the longing of God's new 

people, the Church, as well as the desire of every believer. 

"O God you are my God" (v. 2) is the voice of the creature who stands 

bare, naked, before the Lord to invoke his presence. This cry testifies to 

the absolute value of God and the absolute need that man has for Him. 

It is, at the same time, a profession of faith and a profession of love. 

The first word of the believer is the invocation of God, awaited and 

sought already in the early hours of the day. 

This is the fruit of the experience of his own poverty as a creature, 

which impels man to yearn for God with all his being, soul and body, in 

order to draw from him as the pure source of life. Thirsting for God is 

already a gift, Jesus tells us: No one can come to me unless the Father 
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who sent me draws him (Jn 6: 44). This thirst, never exhausted, can give 

meaning and taste to life, but the real problem is to notice this thirst 

and, once recognized present in oneself, not to suppress it or satisfy it 

at a low price with easy, but in the long run disappointing, surrogates. 

The water promised by Jesus not only quenches thirst, but becomes a 

source: "Whoever drinks of the water that I give him, will no longer 

thirst forever. Indeed, the water which I will give him will become in him 

a spring of water that gushes forth for eternal life" (Jn 4:14); "If anyone 

is thirsty, come to me and drink who believes in me... From his bosom 

will flow rivers of living water" (Jn 7:37-38); "He who thirsts, let him 

come; whoever wants to draw freely the water of life" (Rev 22:17).  Not 

only the individual believer, but the entire people of God, the whole 

Church experiences this thirst. 

The need for God puts man on a move, on a pilgrimage in search of 

those places where he knows he can meet Him. The Shrine (v. 3) is the 

place of the living and dynamic presence of God, of his manifestation, a 

place of contemplation, a meeting point between Heaven and earth, a 

place where the experience of full communion with the Lord is 

anticipated. Here the believer sings the praises of God, because he is 

aware that his life has value in relation to the possibility of knowing and 

contemplating the Lord and that the Love of God is worth more than his 

own life, His Grace is in the first place (v. 4). From here the whole being 

of the faithful becomes prayer, desire, hymn of love: the lips that sing 

praise, the hands raised to give glory to God. 

In the sanctuary the faithful, the poor, find something to be satisfied 

with (v. 6), foretaste the abundance that is found in the house of his 

God and savor the sweetness of God himself, he finds himself filled with 

joy in contemplating interiorly the light of his Face. God, in fact, satisfies 

not by giving something, but by himself. 

The desire for God is so strong that it accompanies the psalmist without 

respite, the memory of God is present in his nocturnal vigils for a new 

and more intense encounter (vv.7-9), which can take place thanks to 
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the interior disposition that gives space to the presence of God, chosen 

as the only Good. 

The heart that loves finds in the night the most favorable time for the 

encounter, far from any interference. 

To think of God in this way is to enter into intimate communion with 

him: in the same being, in the same love, and the creature comes out 

renewed. The poor who cling to his God find in him strength, salvation 

and joy. 

The final verses of the psalm (vv.10-12) describe the struggle that the 

faithful must sustain against the enemies who threaten him, from the 

outside or from the inside. Indeed, the enemies of the faithful man are 

his own impulses to evil, they are his sins, they are all those 

superficialities that favor the assaults of the evil one. 

These enemies can be defeated every day by the double-edged sword 

that is the Word of God, the word of truth and life. In this way the 

"king" (v. 12), the consecrated one of the Lord, every soul who has 

received the seal of the Holy Spirit, becomes a share in the divine life, 

will have his fullness of joy, will shine with the glory of his God. 

Psalm 62 is the psalm of desire, of search, of prayer. There is no prayer 

that introduces us to the heart of God without making us go through 

the experience of exile, loneliness, poverty. 

This psalm expresses Jesus' earthly journey: after the annihilation of the 

cross, the humiliation and the struggle against darkness, the dawn of 

the Resurrection and its return to the bosom of the Father opens. There 

we also find the experience of the Church, an extension of the Body of 

Christ and of his mystery of Redemption. The Church, in fact, makes her 

pilgrimage through the world and history, longing for God as her only 

homeland. Overcome the snares of the enemy with the weapons of 

faith and prayer, walking under the protection of god's power and glory. 

At the level of a personal spiritual journey, we find in this psalm the 

itinerary of authentic prayer which is the search for and aspiration to 

God. The soul finds in His praise rest and joy. Let us, therefore, allow 
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ourselves to be led docilely to God who enlightens us as we think of 

Him and nourishes us spiritually as we worship Him. 
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The Visitation in the Magisterium of the Popes 
  

  
  
  
  
  

by Sr. Rubi Arellano 
  

Benedict XVI defined the Magnificat as 

"a song that reveals in filigree the 

spirituality of the biblical anawim, that 

is, of those faithful who recognized 

themselves as 'poor' not only in 

detachment from every idolatry of 

wealth and power, but also in the 

profound humility of heart, stripped of 

the temptation of pride, open to the 

irruption of divine saving grace". 

The whole Magnificat is, in fact, 

marked by this "humility”, in Greek 

tapeinosis, which indicates a situation of 

concrete humility and poverty. 

It is a kind of solo voice that rises to heaven to reach the Lord. Note, in 
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fact, the constant resonance of the first person: "My soul ... my spirit... 

my savior... they will call me blessed... he has done great things in me..."  

The soul of prayer is, therefore, the celebration of divine grace that burst 

into Mary's heart and existence, making her the Mother of the Lord. The 

intimate structure of his prayerful singing is, then, praise, thanksgiving, 

grateful joy. But this personal witness is not solitary and intimate, because 

the Virgin Mother is aware that she has a mission to fulfill for humanity 

and her story is part of the history of salvation: "From generation to 

generation her mercy is extended to those who fear him" (v. 50). 

It is at this point that the second poetic and spiritual movement of the 

Magnificat takes place (cf. vv. 51-55). It has a more choral tone, as if 

Mary’s voice is associated with that of the entire community of the 

faithful who celebrate God's surprising choices. 

In the original Greek of Luke's Gospel, we have seven verbs, which 

indicate as many actions that the Lord performs permanently in history: 

1. Explained the power... 

2. He dispersed the proud...  

3. He overthrew the powerful... 

4. He lifted up the humble...  

5. He filled the hungry with goods... 

6. He sent back the rich...  

7. He rescued Israel 

In this septenary of divine works the "style" to which the Lord of history 

inspires his behavior is evident: he takes the side of the least. His is a 

project that is often hidden under the opaque ground of human events, 

which see the triumph of "the proud, the powerful and the rich". Yet his 

secret strength is destined in the end to be revealed, to show who God's 

true elect are: "Those who fear him", faithful to his word; "the humble, 

the hungry, Israel his servant", that is, the community of the People of 

God which, like Mary, is made up of those who are "poor", pure and 

simple in heart. It is that "little flock" that is invited not to fear because 

the Father liked to give it his kingdom (cf.  Lk 12:32). 
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Benedict XVI concludes his address with the words of Saint Ambrose on 

the Magnificat: "May in each one the soul of Mary to magnify the Lord, 

and in each one the spirit of Mary to rejoice in God; if, according to the 

flesh, only one is the mother of Christ, according to faith all souls beget 

Christ; in fact, each one welcomes in itself the Word of God... Mary's 

soul magnifies the Lord, and her spirit rejoices in God, because, 

consecrated with soul and spirit to the Father and the Son, she adores 

with devout affection one God, from whom everything comes, and one 

Lord, by virtue of whom all things exist"  (Benedict XVI, General 

Audience, 15 February 2006). 

 

  

 
 

Discovering the Encyclical "Fratelli tutti": Three Ways to 
Peace                                                                    - by Alfonso Feola 

 

In previous issues of Magnificat, starting a reflection on the Encyclical 

Letter Fratelli tutti, we have noted how Pope Francis has been able to 

identify the brakes on the development of a Brotherhood in the universal 

sense. 

L’abbraccio tra Papa Francesco e Grande Imam Ahmad Al-Tayyib, ad Abu 

Dhabi nel 2019: sullo sfondo, l’abbraccio tra San Francesco d’Assisi e il 

Sultano d’Egitto 
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We have summed it all up through three watchwords, around which we 

have made the Pontiff's thought revolve: awakening, sociality, 

interdependence. If we try to apply the same system, from the synthesis 

of chapters 5-6-7-8 we could derive 3 expressions, identifiable as three 

potentially useful ways in the search for Peace and brotherhood among 

peoples:  "solidarity" globalization, "inclusive" dialogue and "applied" 

ecumenism. Let's develop them together. 

A "solidarity" globalization. In the fifth chapter of Fratelli tutti, Pope 

Francis takes up some passages of the Encyclical Laudato sii, emphasizing 

that in order to intervene effectively on the economic and social 

inequalities between developed and underdeveloped countries, it is not 

possible to refer exclusively to money since it is only "a provisional 

remedy to cope with emergencies". The solution is to push to create work, 

the latter being "the best way to a dignified existence", acting in a 

perspective of civil and political Love, that is, a Love for the benefit of 

"macro-relationships: social, economic, political relations". 

The concept of Civil Love completes what we could call "solidarity" 

globalization, a project of extension on a global scale of all fundamental 

rights, respecting each culture in its fundamental peculiarities and having 

as further added values that of attention to local problems and help to 

solve them. However, Pope Francis points out that as long as "financial 

speculation conditions the price of food by treating it as any commodity 

(and) millions of people suffer and die of hunger (while) on the other side 

tons of food are discarded" we will still be very far from pursuing a 

solidarity globalization    and "this constitutes a real scandal". 

The "inclusive" Dialogue. In the sixth chapter, Pope Francis imparts to the 

reader a real lesson on the notion of dialogue. He writes "Approaching, 

expressing oneself, listening to oneself, looking at oneself, knowing 

oneself, trying to understand oneself, looking for points of contact, all this 

is summed up in the verb 'to dialogue'". But true dialogue is what it is 

capable of including, that which is woven between subjects that cannot 

always be framed on the same social, cultural and religious parameters. 

The plurality of origins, according to the Holy Father, constitutes an 

indispensable richness, since "from everyone you can learn something no 
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one is useless, no one is superfluous. This implies including the peripheries. 

Those who live in them have another point of view, they see aspects of 

reality that are not recognized by the centers of power where the most 

decisive decisions are made". 

The Pope admits that "Integrating different realities is much more difficult 

and slower, yet it is the guarantee of a real and solid peace".  

However, it is not permissible to pursue integration "by bringing together 

only the pure, because 'even people who can be criticized for their 

mistakes have something to bring that must not be lost'". It follows that 

"the path to peace does not require homogenizing society, but it certainly 

allows us to work together. It can unite many in pursuing joint research 

where everyone profits."  

An "applied" Ecumenism. From the seventh chapter, until the end of the 

Encyclical, Pope Francis turns the reader's attention to the relationship 

between religions and caresses a perspective of Peace, in the current 

international situation, if all religions pass from a formal and sporadic 

Ecumenism to a joint and permanent collaboration, that is, constantly 

applied to the problems of humanity. To explain it better, the Pontiff uses 

the parallel with Families, stating that “In families, everyone contributes to 

the common project, everyone works for the common good, but without 

canceling the individual; on the contrary, they support it, they promote it. 

They argue, but there is something that does not move: that family bond. 

Family quarrels after are reconciliations. The joys and sorrows of each one 

is made their own by all. This is being family!" And this should be the spirit 

on which, first, all religions should push. To this, the Holy Father adds the 

importance of memory by making an explicit reference to the Shoah, as a 

symbol of where the wickedness of man can go when, fomented by false 

ideologies, he forgets the fundamental dignity of every person" and the 

bombings on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, supporting the duty to remember, 

with particular reference to the new generations. 

Asking God "to prepare our hearts for the encounter with our brothers 

and sisters beyond the differences of ideas, language, culture, religion" as 

a fundamental premise for seeking peace, Pope Francis reiterates that 
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although "we easily opt for war by advancing all kinds of apparently 

humanitarian, defensive or preventive excuses, also resorting to 

manipulation 

of information" in reality "war is a failure of politics and humanity, a 

shameful surrender, a defeat in the face of the forces of evil". Having said 

this, the Pontiff concludes that "a path of peace is possible between 

religions. The starting point must be the gaze of God. Because "God does 

not look with his eyes, God looks with his heart. And God's love is the 

same for every person, of whatever religion they may be. And if he is an 

atheist, it is the same love." This path of peace cannot go beyond a clear 

and definitive condemnation of terrorism, often "due to the accumulated 

misinterpretations of religious texts, to the policies of hunger, poverty, 

injustice, oppression and arrogance; for this it is necessary to stop 

supporting terrorist movements through the supply of money, weapons, 

plans or justifications and also media coverage, and consider all this as 

international crimes that threaten world security and peace." 

Finally, the Holy Father closes the Encyclical by relaunching the Document 

on Human Fraternity, signed in Abu Dhabi in February 2019, where, "in 

the name of God" and of all the derelicts of the earth, together with the 

Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, Ahmad Al-Tayyib, he undertakes to "adopt the 

culture of dialogue as a way, common collaboration as conduct, mutual 

knowledge as a method and criterion." 

A final seal, the latter, which also challenges us, one by one: because 

Peace is not pursued through diplomatic channels alone or the 

commitment of those who, first, put their face to it. It is we, the ones who 

must put aside fear, or worse hatred, to confidently reach out to our 

neighbor and contribute to writing a new chapter in human history. 
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In memory of Mother Vincenza 
          by Don Emilio Salvatore 

Lord 

I met a smile,  

it was in big hands working, 

between long arms that stretched out, 

it was imbued with fragility, 

tied to a clear look, 

crossed by so much gratitude, 

because filled with Grace. 

 

Leave, O God, that smile, 

while diving into yours, 

may it shine again in the encounter 

with the elderly, the little ones and the poor, 

to say that your visit 

continues to be fulfilled 

thanks to your servants. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

IN THE FAMILY                                                by  Sr. Florette Raharivololonandrasana 

                                                                                                                                             

Santa Marinella  

On September 27, the feast of St. Vincent De 

Paul, the name- day of our Foundress Mother 

Vincenza, who now celebrates in heaven, the 

Community of the Mother House solemnly 

celebrated with the Eucharist presided over by 

S.E.R.ma Msgr. Lino Fumagalli, bishop of 

Viterbo. The Holy Mass was very heartfelt (the 

complete text of the Homily is on pag. 50). 
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On the occasion of the beginning of the social year, on October 2nd at the 

Tabor Oasis an evening was organized together with all the staff working 

in the elderly care facility. After the Holy 

Mass celebrated by Don Salvatore Rizzo, 

parish priest of the Church of San 

Giuseppe in Santa Marinella, a buffet was 

offered and shared accompanied by 

various songs and dances. 

In the second half of October, Sr. Jerioth 

and Sr. Eveline discussed, at the LUMSA 

in Rome, the degree thesis at the 

conclusion of the University Course in 

Social Service and Non-Profit Sciences. 

The emotion was so great, but the 

excellent result crowned their 

commitment, aware that the service of 

Charity must be carried out first of all 

with love, but also with professional 

competence. We thank with them the 

Lord who has allowed them to achieve a 

good result. 

In November Sr. Norine and Sr. Leah 

obtained the diploma of Chef at the end 

of a professional Cooking Course, which 

they attended for about a year and a half 

at a renowned School in Rome. 

 

 

Assisi  

In the Community of Mora of Assisi, the 

main apostolate is that of welcoming 

small groups of religious and lay people 
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who want to live the experience of silence and prayer, but two of the 

Sisters carry out the catechism in the Parish of Palazzo. By collaborating 

with the Sisters of another Institute, they help young people who are 

preparing for the sacraments. On September 25, a group of them received 

Confirmation.  

 

Venice 

The main apostolate carried out by 

the Servants of the Visitation in 

Villabona-Marghera is in the 

Diocesan Caritas. On Sunday, 

September 26, World Day of 

Refugees and Migrants, a beautiful 

group of Caritas workers went to 

Rome to participate in the Pope's 

Angelus with the beneficiaries of 

the Apri - Open project. The Apri 

project, a continuation of the Protected Refugee Project in my home, is a 

national initiative launched last year and aimed at creating better 

conditions of integration for migrants, strengthening their path of 

autonomy and raising awareness among communities (parishes, religious 

institutes, families, etc.). The acronym of the name recalls the pope's 

famous four verbs referring to 

migrants (Welcome, Protect and 

promote, Integrate).  

The Servants of this Community are 

very active: Sr. Robine and Sr. M. 

Thérèse go to the houses to visit and 

bring communion to the elderly and 

lonely, in the spirit of the Visitation.  

On the occasion of the month of 

October, dedicated to the Missions, 

together with the parishioners, the 
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Sisters organized a market to support missionary activity: everyone 

brought something to put it together (a dessert, homemade biscuits and 

vegetables); all the sisters participated.  

 

San Giorgio di Piano 

With gratitude and joy, the whole 

community of the Parish of San 

Giorgio di Piano showed its affection 

and support to Sr. Jean Marie as she 

prepared to leave for another mission 

in Kenya. On September 22, a Holy 

Mass of thanksgiving was celebrated 

for her and for the 13 years during 

which she served the community, the 

parish and the school with simplicity, 

joy and dedication. Really she will be 

missed, especially in the school... but the Lord already has a new plan for 

her!  

Currently the sisters are collaborating with some women and young 

people of the parish, to organize and animate, during Friday and Saturday, 

meetings with some of their physically and mentally disabled friends, to 

keep company and to create an environment of friendship and solidarity 

between them. It is a great opportunity to communicate the great joy of 

being close to our brothers and 

sisters who need to be heard and 

loved. 

On October 30, Don Luigi celebrated 

his 45 years of priesthood and 20 

years as parish priest of San Giorgio 

di Piano. He is a great gift for all the 

Sangiorgesi who are very grateful to 

God for the gift of his life and his 

vocation. That day was really a great 

party!  
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Bolechowice 

On September 1, the 

kindergarten reopened its 

doors and that day the 

sisters welcomed the 

children together with their 

parents to start the 

2021/2022 school year: on 

that occasion, the 

presentation of all children, 

their parents and teachers 

was made; immediately after there was a theatrical performance for the 

little ones, for training purposes.  

This year the number of children enrolled has increased: there are 36 and 

it is the maximum number of accommodations of the small school. Our 

four sisters are totally committed to taking care of them: especially for 

newcomers, the start of the 

school experience is not easy, 

because they try to return to 

their mothers... the older 

ones, on the other hand, 

help the Sisters in pampering 

them.  

On September 21, the 

beginning of Autumn, the 

children of the school 

collected how much of nature could express the signs of the new season; 

then they explained to others that they did not know what it was and, to 

be more effective, they also wore a dress in tune with the season. 
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CAMEROON 

Evodoula 

The two Communities met for a week 

of spiritual exercises from 1 to 8 

August, led by Fr. Pascal Èrick Ndié on 

the theme The community, the place 

where you become sisters. It has been 

a beautiful week full of shares. 

In September, Sr. Catherine and Sr. 

Gwaldys, who returned to their 

country for the visit to their families, thanked the Lord for their perpetual 

profession: the Holy Mass of thanksgiving was celebrated by the 

Archbishop of Bertoua, Mgr. Joseph Atanga, in the parish of Ètug - Hebe, 

where Msgr. Severin Zoa Obama, uncle of Sr. Catherine, is parish priest.  

 

 

PHILIPPINE  

Borongan  

Sr. Rubi recounts: 

"Borongan's mission is 

progressing well. Our 

activities in the past 

months have been 

varied. In particular, 

the visits to families in 

the villages and the 

distribution of school supplies for the poorest children: the older ones 

came to the mission, to the little ones we made home delivery. The school 

year has begun, but the lessons are not carried out, in place of the 

children are given 'cards' that act as a guide to study independently at 

home.  
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In the Philippines it is traditional to celebrate the Holy Mass of suffrage 40 

days after the death of a person... and so we did also in memory of 

Mother Vincenza. In our chapel a Salesian Father celebrated in the 

presence of our boys, our children and the whole religious community. 

At that moment I was in the United States to carry out the 'MISSION 

APPEAL' in the diocese of Buffalo - New York and Chicago in Glen Ellyn, 

also to share our charism and thus make our Congregation known in 

America.    

I left the Philippines on August 29th after the challenges for all the 

necessary documents for the trip.   

The Guardians of the Visitation (2 American couples): Tom and Paula, in 

New York, and Cathy and Kevin, in Chicago, are very active, and have 

promoted this beautiful initiative of missionary witness in their country, 

after having attended and known our mission in Borongan and having 

experienced our Charism of the Visitation.   

In the Diocese of Buffalo, in the State of New York I was able to visit 4 

parishes:  

 St. John the Baptist in Kenmore, where with great joy the parish priest 

Br. Michael Parker with his parishioners welcomed me, offering me the 

opportunity to talk about our charism and our mission, especially that 

of Borongan. 

 St. Jude the Apostle, in the city of North Tonawanda - New York, 

where, even here, the parish priest and the people were very 

welcoming. I met many young families, including a Filipino woman 

married in America. 

 Holy Spirit at North Colline and also the parish of the Immaculate 

Conception of Eden -New York whose parish priest, Father Peter, is 

Polish. 

I thank all the people of these parishes, together with their parish priests, 

for their warm welcome and also for their generosity; the offerings 

collected will be destined for the poor of our Mission of Borongan.   
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I especially thank Tom and Paula Radel, 

our Custodians, who have always 

accompanied me in all the parishes and 

during all the Holy Masses, to give my 

witness.  They were fully available to 

procure everything they needed during this 

program, despite the fact that their family 

was experiencing               a difficult time 

due to the discovery of a serious neoplastic 

disease of a 17-year-old nephew.  

In the Diocese of Joliet (State of Illinois), in the village of Glen Ellyn in 

Chicago, there is a couple of the Guardians of the Visitation:  Cathy and 

Kevin Douglass, who have organized many activities to make known our 

Congregation, our Charism and also raise 

funds for our mission.  

At the first meeting I presented the meaning of 

our vocation as consecrated persons, who we 

are as a congregation, what are our various 

activities and our mission in the Church. I was 

introduced by Cathy to the group called 'SERRA 

CLUB', in St Michael's Church. The members of 

this group pray and organize initiatives to promote vocations in the 

Church, especially to the priesthood and religious life. To do this, they also 

use social media... and on September 20, they invited me as a 'guest 

speaker' to talk about my vocation and our Congregation. It was a very 

beautiful and intense evening, which began with the Holy Rosary, holy 

Mass, then dinner and meeting. Their spiritual father, Br. Mike Mcmahon 

and the President of the association were also present: both brought 

many necessary things to our children of the mission.    

In the parish school the teachers organized with their students an 

initiative called 'CLOTHING DRIVE' with which the children, together with 

their parents, collected various materials: clothing, personal hygiene, etc. 

intended for all people and children in need, including those of our mission 

in the Philippines. This collection lasts 10 days and takes place in the 

Con Tom & Paula Radel 

Con Cathy & Kevin Douglass 
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morning, during the arrival of the 

students: with the organizers we 

were in front of the school, with 

music and dance led by a sports 

teacher, to welcome the boys and 

collect what they brought.     

I also met and carried out 

activities with a class of 24 

children aged 10-11 called 

'BROWNIE STUDENTS', from the school of the parish of St. Petronille, 

where I tried to make it clear who a nun is, because in their lives they had 

never met one in person. These are the same students who had prepared 

cards to put in the bag, containing the sheets and clothes for the newborn 

children, to be sent to Borongan and that we then distributed in the 

hospital in the maternity ward, to the mothers who had just given birth. 

We also distributed them in the delivery room, because there were many 

poor mothers, without clothes with which to cover their babies.  

From September 22, after the Holy Mass at 8.00 in the morning, I led a 

novena in preparation for the feast of St. Teresa of the Child Jesus. I 

offered a brief reflection emphasizing the theme of mission, in particular 

on the theme 'Mary the first missionary', according to our Charism.    

On the 25th and 26th of September, at the end of the Holy Masses, the 

parish priest invited me to thank the parishioners for all they have done 

for our mission.  

We still did so many activities and 

I thank Cathy and Kevin who with 

so much love and commitment 

have organized what I could do in 

Glen Ellyn-Chicago. Let us pray for 

all our Guardians, whom the Lord 

has sent us as our lay 

collaborators in building the 

Kingdom of God in this world. I thank you all for accompanying me with 

your prayers.  I too pray for all of you. Magnificat!" 
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During the month of October, the 

sisters organized together with the 

children the Holy Rosary, Eucharistic 

Adoration and Holy Mass for 

vocations and for all missionaries. 

They also went to Catian to involve 

the youngest, to recite the Holy 

Rosary and to do Catechism. 
 

Manila 

Despite the pandemic, still widespread in the Philippine Islands, the 

Sisters try to help people living in slums, bringing what is necessary to 

meet basic needs, although no longer as regularly as before, 

unfortunately! They also try to 

rescue people sleeping on the street, 

bringing them food at least once a 

week and collaborating together 

with the parish.  

Since gatherings are still prohibited 

as a precaution, Sr. Violeta continues 

to teach the catechism online for 

children. There are 100 children 

helped by the parish, which regularly 

recharges their mobile phones, so that they can connect to the internet 

and access the catechism, but also to school lessons. We thank the 

Sponsor of this initiative, which 

allows young people to grow in faith. 

With the financial contribution and 

the parcels coming from the parish 

of Sant'Eustorgio in Milan, our 

Sisters can continue the distribution 

of packages containing every variety 

of preservable food (rice, sugar, oil, pasta, sardines) and even clothes.  
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Always using new technologies, the Sisters organized the recitation of the 

Holy Rosary meditated with 33 young people, together with their 

mothers, every Sunday through the Zoom platform. They are also offering 

formation meetings to help the growth of the person according to human 

and Christian values.  

Sr. Violeta, every Friday, holds a seminar to the parents and godparents of 

children in preparation for the Baptism of their children and then assists 

the parish priest on the day on which the Sacrament is administered. 

 

 

KENYA 

Nairobi  

With great joy, on Sunday, September 19, the sisters and young of the 

House of Formation in Nairobi resumed their apostolate in the Slum of 

Kibera, visiting the sick bringing them 

the Eucharist, with the spirit of the 

charism of the Visitation. After a few 

months of suspension, due to Covid 

that has affected the members of the 

community twice, the sick have been 

truly happy to receive Jesus again.  

Our community experiences, what it 

means to be instruments in the hands 

of God: an example of this is Sunday, a 

man who lives in Kibera and who could 

not walk because of serious health 

problems; now with the help of 

benefactors, especially Father Felice, he has been able to be operated on 

and is progressively improving. We thank God for His greatness and His 

Love for all of us.  

 

 

Sunday 
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Ol Moran  

Since September, in view of the 

political elections that will take 

place next year, in various areas 

of Kenya there are outbreaks of 

civil war, fomented by politicians 

and put in place by poor people.  

In this situation, the sisters of the 

community collaborate with the parish of Ol Moran to welcome people in 

difficulty, especially children, who are hosted in the Magnificat house 

together with those who are already ordinarily cared for.  

In October, Ol Moran's mission 

was visited by Cathy Douglass, a 

Visitation Keeper living in the  

United States who lives the 

Charism of the Visitation with 

enthusiasm and creativity, 

together with her husband Kevin. 

She got to know our Congregation 

in Borongan and is eager to know 

ever better our Charism and our 

service to the poor. She stayed in 

Ol Moran for about a week and 

participated in the life and 

mission of our Sisters.  

 

          MADAGASCAR 

Mahitsy 

Sr. Valerie recounts: "We visited 

the elderly and some sick people. 

It is always a great joy for 

grandparents to receive the sisters 
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in their homes. Bringing God's smile to those people who are sometimes 

forgotten, sometimes abandoned by loved ones, is what we try to do here. 

As a result, a pinch of joy is sown in the hearts of those who receive the 

visit and also of those who visit, because they feel that they are carrying 

out with Mary their mission of BRINGING THE JOY OF SALVATION and 

Hope to men."  

During the month of October, dedicated 

to the Missions, our sisters welcomed a 

girl with a pathology from which she has 

been suffering for 12 years and has been 

operated. Now he is better. They were 

able to achieve this thanks to our 

benefactors of the non-profit 

organization I Girasoli and other people 

of good will. May the Lord reward them 

with a hundredfold.  

 

 

          BRAZIL  

São Paulo 

The activity of our Sisters in the 

Shrine of Santa Teresina is very 

challenging, but despite this, they try 

to find time to visit some people in 

need, such as an elderly couple with 

whom they pray the Holy Rosary 

together. When they manage to visit 

them, it is a source of great joy for 

them. 

Recently, the Sisters went to visit one of the 5 communities of the Shrine 

to share with them the importance of individual and community prayer.      
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The month of August, in Brazil, is 

dedicated to the promotion of 

vocations. Our Sisters recount:  "We 

presented our Congregation to make 

known our presence in the Shrine and 

our missions present in the different 

continents and, in particular, to recall 

the vocation to which each one is 

called to respond, like Consecrated Life 

according to our example of life. All the 

people present in the Eucharistic 

celebration were offered a moment of 

vocational animation for which we 

prepared a video clip concerning our 

history and our mission.  

This year the month of August was 

very sad for all of us because Mother 

Vincenza left us. We had Holy Mass 

celebrated for her every day, for 7 

consecutive days.  We sang the song that Mother liked very much 'Chiara 

la tua Parola'".  

 Sr. Marivic writes: "The month of October is a special month for us, here 

in the community of St. Paul, because the Patroness of the Missionaries, 

Saint Teresa of the Child Jesus, is also the patroness of the Shrine where 

we Handmaids of the Visitation have been providing our service and 

apostolate for almost two years now.  

It is a beautiful experience, new for us and special, we are always in 

contact with all the people who visit the Shrine and we, Handmaids of the 

Visitation, have the task of welcoming the visit of all, prolonging the visit 

of our Mother of the Visitation. 

We have prepared the great feast with the Novena of the 24 miraculous 

Roses of Santa Teresina offering special intentions for all the missionary 

Handmaids present everywhere in the world.  On the day of the Feast, 

everyone received the rose of Saint Therese, a sign of being able to receive 
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the grace requested through her intercession.  

We concluded the missionary month with the pilgrimage to the Shrine of 

Aparecida, Patroness of Brazil, thanking God, with the protection of the 

heavenly Mother who spared our community from the contagion of the 

Coronavirus and praying that she will continue to protect us from every 

evil. We offered in particular prayer for our religious family. At that 

moment we thanked for the recovery of the good health of Sr. Celine, after 

the surgery and we also entrusted to the Virgin the new mission of Sr. Ana 

Maria, who came to stay with us in the community, waiting for the 

preparation of her Visa for the mission in the Philippines".  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jaiba 

Sr. Claudia writes: "In our mission 

here in Jaiba we have the joy of 

being able to begin the activities of 

the 'Life Project' with the presence of 

children, after almost two years in 

which they remained at home 

because of the pandemic.   

During this long time many children 

have returned to live on the street, 

without orientation, many have 

suffered sexual abuse, many no longer want to return to attend the 

'Projeto Vida' because they work (child labor), many suffer from hunger 
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because their father or mother has lost their job. 

To try to help the children who have returned to the street, we went to 

look for them in their homes in order to be able to register. These are 

usually separated families, so that during the day the house is empty if the 

only remaining parent works. Sometimes these are children who live with 

elderly family members who cannot help them grow properly and do not 

have the awareness of the value of  

The first month after the reopening we managed to activate only the 

lessons of the Musical Band, but in the following education. Other times 

these are orphaned children or with a mother who suffers from 

depression. month all the other training/educational activities of the 

Projeto Vida were started.       

We also began catechesis with these street children, because they do not 

know the Lord and have not been baptized. They have already begun to 

participate with us in Sunday Mass... with a little effort but they have 

already come several times.          

Here in Brazil, October is the month of children and is celebrated on the 

12th, when the feast of Our Lady of Aparecida occurs.  We celebrated 

Saturday 23, because every year we receive as a gift 270 vouchers to buy 

sandwiches for all the children and so we did again this year, distributing a 

rich snack together with juice, popcorn and candies."  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



45 
 

SOLOMON ISLANDS 

Nusabaruka 

Sr. Alice writes: "We Sisters have 

decided to join again the group 

of women in the Church to bring 

Our Lady to all the Catholic 

families of Nusabaruka and the 

Fishermen's Village, praying the 

Rosary house by house every 

day. In order to reach everyone, 

we divided into two groups, 

each group consisting of 4 

women and 2 Sisters. The first group, in which  Sr. Adeline and Sr. Janaina 

are present, prays at 14:00, because they finish the service in the school at 

12:30; the second group, where Sr. Laurette and Sr. Alice are present, 

begins at 16:00, because we close the Apostolate of Health exactly at this 

time. The Month of the Holy Rosary was started in the Cathedral of Gizo 

on October 1, 2021, then on October 2, 2021 we started the Holy Rosary 

house by house, both groups, starting from the farthest ends of the 

Village, so in the end we found ourselves in its center.  

On October 23 we visited 

Kororoka, an island where some 

families from Nusabaruka camp 

to fish for 'sea cucumbers', 

activities that they practice as a 

source of income. There we 

prayed the Holy Rosary, shared 

the meal that the host family 

offered us and sang Marian 

Songs, after which we returned 

to Nusabaruka. 

On October 30th we visited the island of Raromana, where some families 

from Nusabaruka also camp. This time we faced a great challenge: when 
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we started the trip it was extremely hot and in the middle of the sea it 

rained abundantly. We spotted, from afar, a whirlwind right near the place 

where we were going and the rain hit us, completely wetting us. Those 

who led the boat asked us if we wanted to continue, because we were 

right up on the sea and... we unanimously decided to continue the journey. 

For my part I prayed in silence, invoking the help and protection of Mother 

Mary, then after 10 minutes the captain told us that the whirlwind had 

headed to another part of the ocean. All of us were happy and arrived 

safely on the island. While we were praying the Holy Rosary on that 

island, it started to rain very hard and the wind was so strong that at one 

point I felt a kind of fear and imagined: 'What if all these tents were swept 

by the wind? Where will we meet?' We continued to pray and after the 

recitation of the Holy Rosary it was sunny again and the sea had calmed 

down, people offered lunch and after the meal we started singing some 

Songs from Kiribati and at 3 pm we decided to return to Nusabaruka. All 

of us were so happy for the calm sea, that from the island to Nusabaruka 

we sang happily."  

 

On December 3, with a solemn 

ceremony, the diplomas were 

awarded to the children of the 

kindergarten and also to 18 young 

people of the sixth grade of the 

Nusa-Bosco school.  The day began 

with the celebration of the 

Eucharist, very heartfelt and 

animated with well-prepared and 

sung songs, as our Bishop 

Monsignor Luciano Capelli wrote, in 

an angelic way. The mothers 

prepared gifts for their babies and 

offered wreaths of flowers. The 

great joy and emotion of the 

children emanated from every pore 
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of their skin. The children were the real protagonists of the day: they 

prepared songs and skits with great satisfaction from the teachers. There 

was also a moment of conviviality around a nice refreshment based on 

tropical fruit and, to conclude, a tasty homemade ice cream.  

On December 11, Father Lawrence blessed the new community boat, an 

ambulance boat for the small clinic in Nusabaruka, donated by Don Bosco 

mission. We thank the Benefactors who allow Divine Providence to help 

us!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MISSION STORIES 

From Nusabaruka (Solomon Islands) 

"In recent months there have been some events in which we have been 

able to feel the hand of the Virgin Mother guiding us.  

The story of Kamaisha. A young woman of 43 years, a patient who 

constantly came to our clinic to ask about paracetamol, suffered from an 

unknown disease, doctors suspected cervical cancer, but had not made a 

correct diagnosis. On Sunday, October 17, 2021 Elizabeth, a neighbor of 

hers, told me that Kamaisha had not eaten for more than a week and was 

really very weak, she always cried out invoking the help of Jesus and asked 

for the blessing of a priest, so I told her 'Ok, after the Lectio Divina - which 



48 
 

we always do with the group of women every Sunday - accompany us and 

we will come to visit her'. I brought the blood pressure measuring device 

and various other instruments. When I arrived there was also the women's 

group and Fr. Dominic also arrived, when she saw all of us around her, he 

was very happy and said 'KORAPA', that is, thank you. So, the Father gave 

her the anointing of the sick, even though she was not Catholic, but 

desired it, and it was granted to her. After the priest left, I began to 

measure blood pressure, which was absent, but there was a weak 

heartbeat and she kept moving. Then I began to ask everyone to pray the 

Holy Rosary and ask Our Lady to help her, and I whispered to Kamaisha: 'If 

God calls you to go with Him, go! Do not be afraid, God is such a good and 

merciful God. Fear not.' So, we started reciting the Holy Rosary while her 

aunt held her hand, after the Holy Rosary, for about 10 minutes, she 

began to breathe slowly, while her heartbeat was getting weaker, until she 

died in God's mercy. When I saw her in that way, I truly thanked Mother 

Mary for helping her to have a peaceful death.  

The story of little Mary. On Sunday, October 24, 2021, a man named Peter 

visited a very sick three-month-old girl to visit the dispensary. The father 

was not very practicing, but he was Catholic, so I explained to him that his 

little girl was not well and asked him if he wanted me to baptize her. The 

father accepted and so I called the little girl Mary, baptizing her in the 

name of the Holy Trinity. I sent the baby to the hospital and after 3 days 

Maria died.   Surely our Mother Mary received her little angel who bore 

her name. 

This year was really very special here in Nusabaruka: after visiting the 

houses of the people we decided all together, the women, the nuns and 

the altar boys to visit the tombs of their loved ones, in fact for the first 

time in history all the tombs of Nusabaruka and the Fishing Village were 

visited during the day of the dead.  We need to show the common 

tradition of our Catholic faith: we are at the beginning of our mission and 

we learn every day at the school of Mary and Jesus." 

                                  

                                                                                              Sr. Alicia 
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From Ol Moran (Kenya) 

The unforgettable Novice Week of 

the 2nd year. "With gratitude in our 

hearts we want to share what we 

have experienced with our people 

in Ol Moran. When we reached the 

parish, instead of going directly to the community we went to the Pastoral 

Center where we were welcomed by about 30 people, including children 

and the elderly, who were affected by clashes between tribes in Ol Moran, 

some lost their homes, other properties and many were simply afraid to 

return home.  It was a very touching experience for all of us.  They were 

squatting, sleeping only on the floor in two rooms, but they were always 

happy and full of attention to each other. Thank God, during our stay 

there, almost everyone returned home, but the situation is still not quiet. 

In a special way we remember a grandmother whom we accompanied to 

her home, together with her goats, to whom she cared a lot. It will remain 

in our hearts wherever it is. All of us have been lucky enough to go at least 

once to assist sr. Noemi and Sr. Joan in Mama Eliza's house. She is a 

mother of 5 who was paralyzed after an accident. He currently has 5 

wounds, 2 the size of a plate and needs daily care. It was nice to see her 

smiling and joking with us, despite her condition and loneliness, still 

keeping in her heart the hope of being healed. We cannot leave out our 

children at the Magnificat who are great teachers for us. The older ones 

take responsibility in the house and take care of the little ones as mothers. 

Sometimes they make us ashamed and remind us of the importance of 

greeting and acceptance. Each of us had a special moment with them, 

which we continue to treasure in our journey of discernment. We have 

also received a good testimony from our sisters in the community of Ol 

Moran, because, in these difficult times, they are very committed to the 

needs of the people around them. Finally, we thank our Congregation, 

with Sr. Maddalena, our formator and the sisters in Kenya who allowed us 

to make this brief but intense experience of our mission. We ask for God's 

blessing and protection for all the people we met there." 

(by the Novices of the 2nd Year) 

“VIENI E SEGUIMI” 
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INSIGHTS 

Homily by Msgr. Lino Fumagalli, Bishop of Viterbo, on the occasion of the Feast of 

St. Vincent de Paul (27 September 2021).  

"I am truly happy to celebrate with you in this 

Eucharist, in this house that I have known 

since 1972 when there was the College of the 

Fathers of the Holy Family in Bergamo and 

some of their priests came for the teaching of 

religion in this Institute. Then I closely 

followed the coming of your Congregation 

with the Foundress, and every time I came 

Mother Vincenza showed me the wing of the 

house that had been arranged before with 

poles, micropiles, to prevent the house from 

sliding towards the sea and then the restoration of the house until now, 

until today that it is truly a splendid house to service sick people and at 

the same time also a training house for those who will then go out into 

the world to bring the gospel and assist the sick. I greet and thank the 

priests, Fr Carlo Bessonnet, Fr Tommaso Fanti and all the others. And now, 

St. Vincent De Paul, a saint to whom Mother Vincenza was particularly 

devoted... St. Vincent De Paul understood that the poor are the face of 

God and also that... the Church will never open herself fully to the poor if 

priests, that is, those who make Christ the Good Shepherd present, do not 

give the example of this service first. In prayer we meet Christ but if we 

stop at prayer, we do not fully meet Him, there is an identity between the 

Christ we hear/meet in prayer and the Christ we meet/ reading that is 

proposed to us tells us, see if you are forced to leave your prayer, we 

talked about choral prayer, to assist the poor, you will not be guilty, steps 

from a service to Christ. This must inspire us constantly. St. John 

Chrysostom would tell us that... we do well to decorate the house of the 

Lord... but he also says that we should be even more careful to decorate 

the authentic body of the Lord who are the poor; what is the use, he said, 

of the sea bream tablecloth, embroidered in gold, if then the poor die of 

hunger? The same Christ to love and serve and the same Christ to be 
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honored, the same Christ to help live a dimension of dignity and 

authenticity. This is the basis of your charism. I hope that you can, 

following the example of Mother Vincenza, always bring it to everyone. 

She had the courage to close her religious experience in the other 

congregation. because he loved the Congregation of the Pauline’s, to open 

a service to the least and the poor with a new congregation and the 

example of the charism of Mother Vincenza certainly guides your path, 

both in formation and in religious life. I entrust your Congregation to the 

intercession of St Vincent and I also invoke from Heaven the Prayer of 

Mother Vincenza, but I would like to read this passage by Saint Vincent de 

Paul based on her thoughts: 'Neither philosophy, nor theology, nor 

discourses work in souls. Jesus Christ must be confused with us and we 

with Him, that we act in Him and He in us; that we speak as He and, in His 

Spirit, as He was in unity with His Father and preached the doctrine, He 

taught Him. It is therefore necessary that you empty yourself of yourself to 

put on Jesus Christ and this applies to all educators, to every consecrated 

person, if the one who guides others, who forms them, who speaks to 

them, is supported only by the human spirit, those who see him, listen to 

him and try to imitate him will become human in everything and, no 

matter what he says or does,  it will give birth in them only to the 

appearance of virtues and not depth; he will communicate the spirit by 

which he himself is animated as we see that the masters impress their 

teaching and their ways of doing things in the spirit of the disciples.' " 
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Homily of Msgr. Gianrico 

Ruzza, Bishop of Civitavecchia-

Tarquinia and Apostolic 

Administrator of Porto-Santa 

Rufina, on the occasion of the 

Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception                                       

(7 December 2021).  

 

"To you too today the Lord 

says: 'Rejoice you are full of 

grace, the Lord is with you'. It is a day in fact when we see that the destiny of 

humanity is closely linked to what Mary did. Mary expresses a diakonia, a 

service, Mary unites herself in the service of her Son. Today we celebrate the 

full freedom of Mary, to be free from sin means to be free from everything, sin 

conditions us, by virtue of her full freedom, of her total obedience to the word 

of the Lord, we have heard that wonderful phrase: here she who becomes a 

servant of the Lord, for me let what your word says happen, the word of God. 

That this Word be fulfilled, by virtue of this it is possible that she may be 

decisive for our salvation. 

This too is a gesture of generosity on the part of God. Because we have heard 

from the first reading the dramatic history of original sin, we have listened to a 

part of it that is not entire; it is interesting to note that the fruit that had been 

offered by the evil one was desirable some, of engaging, of attractive, and here 

the error of sin was born. Beyond this story, a story of mythology there is a 

profound meaning: salvation could, according to that temptation, come to men 

independently of God. From here there is an opposition among human beings, 

so much so that the Lord says: "Be cursed you, enemy, because you have put 

them against me". In this there is opposition among men there is all the 

controversy of our life, there is all the negativity. I would like to tell you Sisters 

that there is also the risk in the consecrated life of gossip, slander, 

disobedience, intolerance, intolerance. You come from continents that express 

the great suffering for the mistreatment suffered; even this judgment, 

prejudice, exclusion are the fruits of sin. A woman was deceived, Eve, a woman 

will redeem her; one woman is defeated, Eve, the other, the woman, Mary who 

overcomes evil will make her free again and make all humanity free, all 

creatures precisely with a gesture of femininity. This is what the Church asks 
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you to live today: to be feminine, to have the grace of delicacy, meekness, 

gentleness, accompaniment, motherhood. This you will receive today in the 

vocation that the Lord has given you. We have heard from the second reading 

that we have been chosen by the Lord, He has always chosen us, this is the 

dynamic of love that, whatever the world says about it and many people say 

about it, so many forms of pseudo culture, love is always eternal, love is a 

vocation, love is our identity, love is exclusivity. Behold, today you consecrate 

yourselves to an exclusive love, to an eternal love that will give you a new 

identity, and this allows us to say that we are all holy and immaculate as the 

Apostle Paul said, that is, we are called and also free. We are loved by God, but 

also saints, we are consecrated in the Lord by virtue of the Baptism that today 

for you, by virtue of this consecration that you receive in the Church, by virtue 

of that vocation that you have guarded, after having accepted it, and that has 

been accompanied by your community. But we are also bearers of hope. The 

letter to the Colossians once said that you were strangers and enemies with 

your mind intent on evil works, now the Lord has reconciled you in the body of 

his flesh through death to present you holy, immaculate and blameless thanks 

to him, so that you may remain founded and firm in faith, unshakable in the 

hope of the Gospel you have heard. We all have the right and also the duty in 

Christ to be filled with joy. May this light that surrounds us today, which is the 

light of the sun, but above all the light of faith, may always be your light, may 

the joy of the Lord always be your strength. We have the right and the joyful 

duty to feel like children, because the Apostle in the Letter to the Romans 

writes: you have not received a Spirit as slaves to fall back into fear, but the 

Spirit who makes all of you adopted children, through whom we cry out "Abba 

Father" and the Spirit testifies that we are children of God and if we are 

children we are also heirs,  heirs of God and co-heirs of Christ, if we take part in 

his sufferings truly, to also truly share in his glory. This is the path that today, 

together with Mary, you travel and share in the glory of God: here, for what 

will be possible on the basis of your response, in heaven, when you reach the 

life of the Lord. Mother Vincenza left us here on this earth and then reunited us 

in Heaven, she will welcome you to Heaven when the time comes, now she 

blesses you, guards you, accompanies you in the smile, with which she has 

accompanied your community for so many years and is happy to see that six of 

her daughters continue their journey, with great serenity, with great 

confidence, with great joy. Following Mary's example, you too say: "We are the 
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servants of the Lord, let it be done for our lives according to your word", the 

word of life that He has spoken forever, for you."  
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They preceded us... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Hipolito, brother of Sr. Virginia, in the Philippines (September 19); 

 Matthew, brother of Sr. Esther, in Kenya (October 22); 

 Fidelis, brother of Sr. Sidonie, in Madagascar (October 23); 

 Roberto, brother of Sr. Patrizia in Italy (13 December). 

SANTA MARINELLA (ITALIA) 

  

 

 EVODOULA (CAMEROUN) 
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Let us pray for their souls, that the Lord will welcome them into Paradise. 

  

Let us also pray for the family members they have left; may the Lord give 

them consolation and courage. 

On November 20, the Lord called his 

servant, Msgr. Albert A. Venus, to Heaven. 

Since 2017 he has been parish priest of the 

Community of Our Lady of Fatima in Las 

Piñas-Manila, diocese of Parañaque 

(Philippines). He was our parish priest: a 

lover of all those whom the Lord had 

entrusted to him, but in a particular way 

he was sensitive to the poor. For them he 

organized, with the collaboration of the 

Catechist Sisters of the Sacred Heart and 

with the Servants of the Visitation, the 

distribution of food and basic necessities and also of day and night 

outings to help those who live on the street. Every year he helped a 

number of young people with scholarships. Very cheerful character, 

always smiling, but also always attentive to everyone. May he enjoy the 

reward of the righteous, of the good and faithful servants as he has been.  

On December 15, Anna Minet, sister of our Foundress, concluded her 

earthly pilgrimage at the age of 83. It was an unexpected departure, 

which took place in a few hours. She was a 

witness of gratuitous Love, true Love. 

Many similarities brought her closer to 

Mother Vincenza: her physical appearance, 

her maternal heart, the constant smile on 

her face, the spirit of welcome, the 

fortitude of soul. He sowed the Good in the 

hearts of his family and all those he knew. 

May the Lord reward you with the prize of 

eternal life, in the joy of contemplating His 

Face forever. 
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Would you like to support 

 MISSIONARY INITIATIVES  

of the Servants of the Visitation? With your contribution, you could support families in 

need at a distance, finance emergencies and projects, start construction sites and 

many other inititives! 

 GIVE US A HAND YOU TOO, BY PAYING YOUR CONTRUBUTION ON THE  

C/C BANCARIO 

 IT 88 S 08327 39410 000000000667 

 Registred to “LUCE DEL TABOR” ONLUS 

 The amount of the offer is deductible at the time of the tax return 

 THANK YOU! 



60 
 

 

 

 

DONATE YOUR 5 PER MILLE TO  

"LUCE DEL TABOR" 

 

The “Onlus delle Ancelle della 

Visitazione” committed to promoting a 

new civilization inspired by the values of 

the Gospel in the countries of                

the South of the world 

 

FISCAL CODE 

91054430 581 

N.B. To receive the declaration for the purpose of deduction from taxes, it is necessary 

to enter your personal details (place and date of birth, tax code, address of residence) in 

the transfer, or communicate them by email, by writing to 

lucedeltabor.onlus@gmail.com 


