
Letter 

... This is the message that we Servants of the 

Visitation joyfully announce to everyone. This is 

the gift that we have received and that we are 

given to live, not only for us alone but also for the 

whole of humanity to which we are sent, like 

Mary on our way to her relative Elizabeth.  

 Yes, with love and enthusiasm, our little 

life we put it in the hands of the One who truly 

loves every man, of every time, and wishes to be 

present to each one with his Provident Love and 

rich in Mercy, so that we can all save ourselves. 

 In today's world, which is accelerating its 

race to deliberately distance itself from God, with the pretense of self-determination in 

everything: in being born and dying, in possessing, in "manipulating" the beauty and 

harmony of creation and in "maneuvering" the consciences of the weakest and 

unsuspecting ... let us not tire, as Christians and as consecrated persons, of being on God's 

side. Yes, because the worldly mentality challenges us too! Let us not be intimidated, let us 

not be deceived! We walk with the firmness and serenity of the little ones who trust only in 

the Lord, we do not fear derision and threats often devious, we live following the example 

of the One who gave life for us "to the end" without keeping anything for himself and, 

for us, he conquered death, so that we could have life forever. 

In the daily life of the family, of the religious community, of the place of work, this 

logic of the Paschal Mystery is implemented for us: every time we choose to be just, 

generous, merciful, patient, caring towards the weakest, bearers of joy and hope. It is in 

these circumstances that we die to ourselves so that Christ may be present and good may 

triumph. 

Courage, courage to each other, that of Easter lived in everyday life is the only 

revolution possible, the only winning one, so as to be able to proclaim with Mary, with the 

heart and with life: "... he cast the mighty from their thrones, and raised the lowly; he fills 

the starving with good things, sends the rich away empty ...". 

          Let us have the courage to offer a sincere smile, a benevolent look, a forgiveness that 

makes us reborn, so that humanity, starting with us... may go back to look up to God and 

walk with him... and it will truly be Easter of Resurrection!  

Best wishes to all for a new life in the Risen Christ! 

   With sincere affection, 

Sr. Maddalena Ergasti 



 

“On the way with Mary" 
 

On the way with the Word to 

humanity  

The little woman of Nazareth is fully 

aware that she is one with her Son 

carrying within herself, the eternal 

Word of the Father. Mary therefore 

goes quickly and her journey, 

carrying Jesus in her womb, is the image of every authentic believer and the concrete explanation 

of the mission of each disciple: to set out on a journey with the Word towards humanity. We too 

should have the anxiety to bring Christ, who is in us, to our brothers and sisters, to feel the 

urgency, the impossibility of procrastinating. Our Mother Vincenza in telling how our Charism was 

born, says: "We understood that this Charism required attention to those who were in need, but it 

was necessary to "Visit with Jesus", only with him could we bring joy and hope to those whom the 

Lord gave us to meet"1 

Answering the call is always getting up, leaving and going not neglecting human and personal 

relationships, on the contrary we are called to live such relationships well. The Lord is present in 

the fabric of affections, in the dialogues, in meetings and in the reciprocity of attentions that we 

will be able to reserve, in gestures of tenderness and sharing. Follow Christ on the path of mercy, 

forgiveness, love, virtues in which we must emerge. 

"Go! Mission requires to leave. But in life there is a strong temptation to stay, not to take risks, to 

settle for having the situation under control. It is easier to stay at home, surrounded by those who 

love us, but it is not the way of Jesus. He sends: "Go." It doesn't use half measures. He does not 

authorize reduced travel or refunded travel, but he tells his disciples, all his disciples, one    word: 

"Go!". Go: a strong call that resounds in every corner of Christian life; a clear invitation to always 

be out, pilgrims in the world, in search of their brother who still does not know the joy of God's 

love."2 

If we follow Christ the path is never easy, never downhill, but always uphill, towards the mountain. 

Difficulties and time are indispensable to make our vocation mature and for the gestation of faith. 

Pope Francis says: "There are hard moments, times of the cross, but nothing can destroy 

supernatural joy, which "adapts and transforms, and always remains at least as a glimmer of light 

that arises from the personal certainty of being infinitely loved, beyond everything". It is an inner 

security, a serenity full of hope that offers an incomprehensible spiritual satisfaction according to 

worldly criteria".3 

                                                                 
1
M. Vincenza Minet, "Magnificat Anima mea Dominum", internal publication, p. 3 

2
Pope Francis, Address on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Neocatechumenal Movement (May 5, 2018) 

3
Pope Francis, Esort. Ap. Gaudete et Exsultate (March 19, 2018), 125   



"Entering Zechariah's house, she greeted Elizabeth.  As soon as Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, 

the child leaped in her lap. Elizabeth was full of the Holy Spirit" 

Shalom! Mary greets Elizabeth: "Peace!". Mother Vincenza says: "It was not only Mary's greeting, 

it was also the greeting of Jesus present in her bosom, it was the greeting of the Holy Spirit who 

had descended and remained in her. Such a greeting could not only be a formal wish, but a sign 

and instrument of grace. And Elizabeth and the child she carried in her bosom, were immediately 

filled with the Holy Spirit." 4 

Shalom! Mary greets Elizabeth "peace!" that inner peace that is the consequence of grace: the 

presence of Jesus allows the world to reconcile with God, Mary's greeting becomes a prophetic 

proclamation of a new event: now man can dialogue with God, after the time of distance, of 

strangeness, now God is with us: Shalom! It is reconciliation, it is peace, it is harmony, it is 

benevolence and dialogue. When this greeting finds an open, available heart, peace reaches that 

heart, communion is born, becomes good news. This is the mission of each of us when someone 

knocks on our door, when someone knocks on our hearts, can always find an open door an open 

heart to welcome, collaborate, seek good. Pope Francis says in Evangeli Gaudium 130: "The more 

a charism will turn its gaze to the heart of the Gospel, the more ecclesial its exercise will be. It is in 

communion, even if it costs effort, that a charism reveals itself authentically and mysteriously 

fruitful. If she lives this challenge, the Church can be a model for peace in the world" 

No matter how much, no matter what, but that love that creates bridges of communion and that 

makes us discover in the other, a gift.  

The mystery of the Visitation teaches us that greeting, Shalom, builds love and relationship, good. 

Pope Francis, again, comes to our aid with Evangeli Gaudium 229: "This Gospel criterion reminds 

us that Christ has unified everything in himself: heaven and earth, God and man, time and 

eternity, flesh and spirit, person and society. The hallmark of this unity and reconciliation of 

everything in Itself is peace. Christ "is our peace" (Eph 2:14).  The Gospel proclamation always 

begins with the greeting of peace, and peace crowns and cements at all times relations between 

the disciples. Peace is possible because the Lord has conquered the world and its permanent 

conflict by having "pacified it with the blood of his cross" (Col 1:20). But if we go deep into these 

biblical texts, we will find that the first area in which we are called to conquer this pacification in 

differences is one's own interiority, one's own life ...".  

Our Mother Vincenza invites us every day to pray to the Virgin Mother of the Visitation and with a 

prayer composed by her, we repeat every day: "... please come with me today on the road that 

leads me to my needy brothers. Pass on to me the fullness of grace: our Lord Jesus Christ the fruit 

of your womb. Help me to Immerse myself in your contemplative silence..."  

Mary greeting Elizabeth brought peace to her heart and to her home, this is because Jesus was 

alive and leaping in her. We are all called to walk the ways of the world bringing with our greeting, 

our service, Jesus who is peace. 

                                                                 
4
M. Vincenza Minet, "Vademecum”, Internal Publication (2018), p. 13 



Shalom! Pope Francis in his last encyclical, “Fratelli tutti”, reporting his speech to the young people 

of Tokyo says: "how much our human family needs to learn to live together, in harmony and peace 

without us all being equal".5 

And again "Authentic social dialogue presupposes the ability to respect the point of view of the 

other, accepting the possibility that it contains legitimate convictions or interests. Starting from his 

identity, the other has something to give and it is to be hoped that he will deepen and set out his 

position so that the public debate is even more complete. It is true that when a person or group is 

consistent with what they think, adheres firmly to values and beliefs, and develops a thought, this 

will benefit society in one way or another. But this is only true to the extent that this development 

takes place in dialogue and openness to others. In fact, "in a true spirit of dialogue the ability to 

understand the meaning of what the other says and does is nourished, even if it cannot be 

assumed as its own conviction. In this way it becomes possible to be sincere, not to conceal what 

we believe in, without stopping to dialogue, to seek points of contact, and above all to work and 

engage together".6 

Together! "called to invite and meet us in an "we" that is stronger than the sum of small 

individualities". 7In this way, tension vanishes and makes possible an embrace of communion that 

recalls that one of Mary and Elizabeth. 

Sr. Noemi Minicucci 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 
5
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The Visitation, icon of homo viator, in the light of Easter 
(Mons. Mario Salerno) 

 

"How can we not see a very close bond 

between soul and hope? I am inclined to 

believe that hope is to the soul like 

breathing to the living organism; when 

there is a lack of hope, the soul dries up 

and becomes autonomous, becomes only 

a function, it can become the object of 

study for a psychology that will only 

succeed in establishing its location or 

denouncing it lack. But it is precisely the 

soul that is the true wanderer; and 

speaking of the soul, and of it alone, it can be said in all truth that existence means being on the 

way. Homo viator is the man on the road, he desires and hopes, so he opens up to the future." This 

is how the philosopher French Gabriel Marcel writes in a 1945 work in which he tries to build a 

path of research aimed at restoring to human experience his "ontological weight". This is an aspect 

inherent in human nature: the journey understood as a perennial constitutive search for man seen as 

a wanderer on the roads of life. Homo viator is thus one of the most significant insights to evaluate 

the hidden depths of the human being. 

From Abraham’s first pilgrimage to a land that the Lord would have shown him, to medieval 
pilgrimages, to paths linked to pastoralism, to the journey of refugees of every war, to the 
migrations of our time, we can see an unceasing expressing of the human soul in the continuous 
towards a goal. That of the journey is a universal "anthropological category", widespread in almost 
all cultures. There is practically no culture that has not represented human life through the 
metaphor of the 'journey'. It is in this sense that Ulysses, Abraham, Dante and many others with 
them represent first of all homo viator: the man who, by the very fact of being a man, is 
perpetually on the way. It is physically, but before that, with the power of desire, I have turned 
towards ever new beginnings, both in the search for others, God and even self. These ideas, which 
are found in every culture and every age, naturally also cross Christianity. With a difference, 
however: here it is not first and foremost man who is on the road, but God. The first wanderer is 
God himself who, in his Son, set out by our side to direct our steps “on the path of peace” (Lk 
1:79). The singularity of Christianity – its differential from other cultural and religious expressions 
– lies precisely in the fact that the path is not only "anthropological category", but also 
"theological". For this reason, the Church, convened by that God who is himself a "roadman", is 
and will always be on her way. There will never be a lasting condition for it in which we can say: 
now we can stop, everything has been done. 

The Biblical God who " looks at the misery of his people and listens to his cry of pain" decides to 
"go down" to free him, to move, therefore, to set out on his way to "visit" his people. It follows the 
need to grasp the profound biblical meaning of the second mystery of joy which, in the Rosary's 
crown, draws our gaze and above all our hearts to the pilgrimage of Mary, who in herself takes the 
Savior, to the mountain of Ain Karim, where the joy of the Magnificat explodes. It is a question of 
grasping in depth that biblical/ theological category of the "visit", which I believe can be 
considered important in all the historical/saving framework    and part of the divine Revelation. 
VISIT OF God: the typically biblical term indicates God's resolute intervention in a situation that is 
humanly with no way out. And here the scriptures abound, presenting us with the Lord's visit to 
humanity, now as liberation, now as judgment, now as an invocation and as an expectation of 
hope. This Visit of God has its culmination and its fullness in the decisive hour of the Son of Man, 
the Hour of the Cross, the Hour of Glorification. It is the mystery of Easter that breaks into human 



history, visited by the Risen Crucifix, the 
solid and certain foundation of our faith, of 
our tenacious hope, of our ardent and 
hard-to-work charity.  
The Risen Crucifix, a divine wanderer who 
joins us on our human journey, is the 
permanent and definitive visit of God in 
our history to shape it with his grace and 
illuminate it with his Presence. Homo 

viator is aware of making a journey following the traces of Christ, but above all that his way is 
Christ and that only in him and with him can he proceed towards his last goal. 
 

Mary, the humble maiden of Nazareth, Is the Mother of this God, whose "pilgrimage in faith", 
which shines in the Visitation for caring solicitude and feasting charity, he is a model of those who 
want to be disciple of the Lord Jesus, with the sincerity of the heart and of life, imitating him in 
that process of lowering-Kenosis, which led him, as Saint Paul writes, to "assume the condition of 
servant, being obedient to death even death on the cross". 

It will certainly have been a hard and tiring pilgrimage made by Mary, when, after the 
Annunciation, she "moved quickly" to reach the mountain of Ain Karim, but which then leads to 
the joy and praise of the Magnificat, sung by the Virgin in 
the house of Zechariah and Elizabeth. From Nazareth to 
Ain Karim: a journey that becomes an icon of man's 
pilgrimage along the roads of life and history to God. Mary 
on her way, in the mystery of the Visitation, repeats to us 
with her tender and maternal sweetness: to boast, to 
throw the net into humanity; it is also necessary the risk 
of an empty pulled net and a night without fishing but on 
the Word of Jesus even the darkest night of pain and 
disappointment is illuminated and on that Word the net 
must always be thrown, offshore, leaving the security of 
the shore and also embracing the risk of nothingness but 
it is the risk of God that can become the "possible of God". 

In Mary visiting her relative Elizabeth we can finally see 
that "Church on the way out", which Pope Francis is 
announcing and embodying. To visit and to see are the 
constant of God's historical/saving action in the people of 
Israel and, more generally, in the lives of men, of all times and of the whole world. This should also 
be the constant of Christian life: having the courage to open our eyes to human miseries, to listen 
to the cry of suffering that comes high from so many crucified human areas of this land, to visit 
man prostrated and humiliated in his dignity, to 'stop' on the infinite roads of history that 'from 
Jerusalem lead to Jericho' and bend over "the man afflicted in body and spirit to pour upon his 
wounds the oil of consolation and the wine of hope" (Common Preface VIII). 

Together with Mary, daily nourished by the Bread of Heaven, the fruit of her virginal womb, we 
are only wanderers and pilgrims, on our way to another land and another sky where, in the serene 
company of saints, the joy of the Magnificat will explode forever.  And it will be the joy of the final 
Easter. 

 

 

 

 

 



Journey      

                                                               

Leprosy 

devastates my flesh, 

I can't get near you, 

I'm scared... 

but you 

you've got a look for me 

you can tell me: 

"come to Me." 

Your Love  

overcomes my fear. 

Fear 

gives way to Hope. 

Touch my hand 

Touch my heart. 

Show me a path 

the only one behind You: 

     TO GIVE 

     TO LOSE 

     TO SERVE. 

They are steps 

to climb with difficulty 

on that Cross 

where You  

with open arms 

wait for me. 

Only then 

you can close Your arms 

to introduce myself to the Father, 

so, I can rise again with You 

to new life 

from now on ... and forever!                        Vera Spagnoli 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Joseph of Nazareth, strong and tender father 

                                                                                   Don Emilio Salvatore 

Father  of Jesus, husband of  Mary, 

Relative of St. Anne and St. Joachim:  

“If he can’t protect me,  

wich saint Joseph will protect me?" 

Thus the dramatist Eduardo De Filippo in poetry, "De 

Pretore Vincenzo" (hence the famous comedy), lets the 

protagonist speak: a thief who steals to feed himself, but 

realizes that his "job" is too dangerous not to look for a 

special protector. In the bitter logic of Edwardian 

philosophy Saint Joseph becomes a sort of substitute for 

that father that he never had. 

De Pretore Vincenzo arranged lived poorly 

 Son of an unknown father, without friends 

was a thief to survive.  

The absolutely illegal and dangerous type of life leads him to lose his life in a clash with public force. When he arrived 

in heaven, he appealed to the patronage of Saint Joseph in order to obtain, at least there, the welcome reserved for 

the humble and stragglers, those who have God as father. And, in the end, it succeeds. 

The need for fatherhood, especially for orphans, has always been felt in the weakest sections of the population of 

every part of the earth, but has now reached worrying levels of alertness. 

Ours, it has been said several times, is a "society without fathers". We no longer have a clear idea of 

fatherhood, and of the way in which it is exercised. Before this fatherhood crisis, a father was an authoritarian, 

"heroic" figure, linked to a concept of masculinity that was sometimes "bulky". Then gradually we went from father-

master to liquefaction of the father. In the letter written on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the proclamation 

of Saint Joseph as universal patron of the Church, "With the heart of father", the Pope points out in the figure of the 

craftsman of Nazareth an icon of fatherhood just for our times. 

We have little data and no verbal statement from Joseph of Nazareth. Yet his figure- silent and rich- challenges us. The 

gospels, in general, often present it with smear, always in relation to Jesus or Mary. The few news in our possession 

derives from the canonical gospels, in particular from the accounts of Matthew and Luke's childhood. Joseph was in 

Nazareth, according to Luke, before the birth of Jesus; according to Matthew he moved there after birth and, after 

staying in Egypt, to save the child from the slaughter of the innocents. The Evangelist Mark tells us that his profession 

was that of carpenter (in Greek tektōn indicates a craftsman who works wood or stone: cf. Mt 13:55), capable of 

guaranteeing a completely dignified life for his family. It was the work he also taught Jesus 

The Evangelist Matthew is the one who shows us all the psychological richness of the character more than 

the others, capturing it in relations with Mary and with the child Jesus. Joseph is a descendant of the house of David, a 

just man (in gr. dikaios, technical term for compliance with the Law of the Lord); he is engaged to Mary (in the Jewish 

world the first part of Jewish marriage already included being husband and wife even before cohabitation). The age of 

the newlyweds generally, according to rabbinical literature, varied between thirteen years for the groom and twelve 

years for the bride. There is nothing to suggest that Joseph was old and with other sons (as later presented in the 

Protoevangelium di Giacomo). Before she performs the marriage rite ("the sanctification of marriage"), after which 

one went to live together, Mary unexpectedly becomes pregnant, Joseph would like to follow the indications of the 

Law (cf.  Dt 20:7; 22:23-27), but does not intend to expose the girl to the merciless judgment of the people. He is not 

only observant of the Law, but endowed with a delicacy that says nobility of mind and loving tenderness towards 



Mary. God, according to the Evangelist Matthew, intervenes by sending an angel to Joseph in a dream. The ancients 

saw dreams as a kind of orientation for the future more than an expression of the history of the past deposited in the 

unconscious (cf. Gen 28: 10-17; let us also think of the patriarch of the same name: cf. Gen 37:5-9.19). The angel 

carries a clear message: Conception on Mary’s part does not come from the action of man, but from the Holy Spirit, 

which is why Joseph is invited not to repudiate her, but to take it with him; the Son who will be born, consequently, he 

is the son of God, as the name Yeshua indicates,  a contracted Aramaic form of the Hebrew Yehoshua  (which  means 

literally "YH(WH)  [is] salvation": it is the Messiah sent by God to save the people of Israel from his sins, that is why 

Joseph is invited to recognize him as his legal son, imposing the name on him and thus inserting it in his own right in 

Davidic descent.  For Matthew all this would have already been predicted by Is 7,14. For the prophet Emmanuel ("God 

with us") was the sign of God's presence among the people crushed by enemy forces; for Matthew it also becomes    a 

sign of God's definitive presence in the history of Israel and humanity. 

Joseph, who is faced with an alternative: believe or not believe in the dream, decides for the second option; therefore, 

he takes Mary with him and recognizes Jesus as his son according to the law.  

The relationship with the latter, according to Matthew, therefore expresses the function of custody. In fact, in the 

wake of Abraham, Jacob, Jeroboam, he chooses the path of exile (Mt 2:13-18) to steal little Jesus from the vengeance 

of Herod the Great, after the information he had received from the Magi worried about a possible suitor to his throne. 

Once again, informed by the angel “he took the child and his mother with him in the night, and fled to Egypt. " This 

"night" is not only a chronological indication of the circumstances of the hasty flight, but takes on the symbolic depth, 

typical of biblical texts, on which stands out the shining example of    Joseph's listening and obedience. 

The last gospel facts, involving him, are those concerning the loss of Jesus at the temple (Lk 2:21-52) and the return to 

the "normality" of the life of Nazareth. The Lucan narrative brings the reader's attention to Jesus' secret years in 

Nazareth, where the latter   lives for a long time in submission to his parents. 

Joseph appears as the one who opens the Son of God to the mystery of human life. Fathers are not only biologically, 

you have exercised this function, with patience, lovingness and continuous care.  

Also, in Nazareth, probably, Joseph dies in the silence and warmth of the affections of all time (as told by a Christian 

apocryphal writing of the fifth century, known as the Story of Joseph the Carpenter). 

The figure of Joseph strikes us for his sinking in the shadows, for the ability not to stand in the limelight and for the 

willingness to let God live and transform his dreams, to which he obeys, showing humility and availability, courage and 

responsibility. Fidelity to God does not dissociate itself from tenderness towards Mary and Jesus: a very clear example 

of paternal love, marked by the unmistakable voice of fidelity to the daily life in which the history of salvation unfolds 

for each of us.  

Here is the true counter-current model of fatherhood, according to Pope Francis, made of hiding, welcoming, 

supporting, encouragement, not of muscle strength exhibited, but of support and tenderness. It is not a feeling of 

languid or, but of authentic sweetness, disorganized by a rich inner force that, precisely, does not need 

authoritarianism, but knows how to be authoritative without being harsh. 

Of course, as Pope Francis recalls, "Fathers are not born, but become" when you begin to exercise the responsibility of 

someone to be educated and "introduced to the experience of life" to make them capable of free and mature choices. 

In a world marked by the pandemic crisis, which has caused relational and economic difficulties to explode, we need 

more than ever the father figure, a real point of reference for a recovery a tall level, personal, social and spiritual. 

Today more than ever, we are called to become fathers   of brothers and sons. 
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Psalm 132 (133)  

1 How good and how pleasant it is 

When brothers live in unity! 
 
2It is like precious oil upon the head, 

Running down upon the beard,  

Running down upon Aaron’s beard, 

Upon the collar of his robe. 
 
3like the dew of Hermon, which runs down 

on the mountains of Zion. 

For there the Lord bestows his blessing, 

life forever. 

 

This psalm is one of the so-called "Psalms of ascensions", those sung or recited by pilgrims on their 

ascent to the temple of Jerusalem during the festive solemnities; or even called "Gradual Psalms" 

in reference to the fifteen steps that had to be climbed to access the sacred spaces of the temple.  
 

It is a sapiential educational psalm that offers us an icon depicting the beauty of fraternal love. It is 

compared to the scented oil of priestly angst and the freshness of the dew that abounds on Mount 

Hermon. Fraternal love creates around those who love each other a sweet, attractive and sacred 

atmosphere such as the fragrance of precious oil, symbol of blessing, poured on the head of the 

High Priest and who descended on his beard and on the edge of his robes and everything wrapped 

in the enchantment and charm of his perfume. Fraternal love is like dew that descends abundantly 

on Mount Zion, bearing refreshment and life. 
 

This Davidic psalm, prayed at the conclusion of the pilgrimages, pointed to Jerusalem and the 

temple as the privileged places of blessing on the people gathered in assembly around God, but it 

also clarifies that the place of the Lord's presence is the community of believers, which is an 

expression/sign of God's presence in history. 
 



The debut of the psalm is lively: "Behold, how beautiful it is and how sweet it is that the brothers 

live together!". But what fraternity is it? What is called to live the people of God: a concrete 

fraternity that urges us to help everyone and always, free of charge, in all that is needed, 

overcoming differences in class, race, culture, comforted by esteem for one another, accepting the 

renunciation to prevail, willing to expropriate one another. 

 

The joy of fraternal life is scented as precious oil and is refreshing as the dew that at dawn 

impregnates and fertilizes the soil. In the few verses of this poem the psalmist, using for three 

cultured the verb "descends", means that this communion comes from God, it is a gift, it is grace 

that makes possible the impossible, like the descent of the dew from Mount Hermon into the 

mountains of Zion (between them about 180 km apart). The Lord can work wonders in those who 

rely on him, when the bonds of fraternal life are open to novelty, to the unexpected, to the 

unheard of that can only come from God.  
 

Through the prophet Hosea God thus speaks to his People: "I shall be like dew for Israel; it will 

bloom like a lily.... will spread its shoots...." (Hos. 14, 6-7). Only this divine dew can make the 

blessing of fraternal life germinate to the full, far beyond the strength and will of those who seek 

to live it. It is a blessing that must be accepted and that is received only when you meet as an ek-

kesìa, as a community convened by the Lord.  

    

When brothers and sisters are gathered in this way, 

there they receive the blessing that is life forever, 

life without end: that which men cannot give 

themselves, but which they can receive as a 

fragment of eternal life. Fraternity is anticipation, 

here and now, of that life that will be full and 

definitive at the end of time. 
 

This communion of love is made possible by the gift 

of the Holy Spirit received in the sacraments of 

Baptism and Confirmation, so that despite being 

many we are a body only in Christ and members of 

one another. (see Eph 4:16) This fraternal life fully 

realizes Christ's prayer to the Father: ".... Keep in 

your name those you have given me, so that they 

may be one, like us." (Jn 17: 11) Living it, we will be 

assumed into that sweet communion of life and love 

that is between the Father, the son and the Holy 

Spirit. The Church tends to this supreme unity as she 

prays and works down here for the unity of her 

children, Christians, believers and even non-

believers. 
 



In the tension to realize Jesus' desire/commandment: "I give you a new commandment, that you 

love one another. as I loved you ... From this everyone will know that you are my disciples..." (Jn 

13:34-35), all Christian life is research and growth in this love. With it, Jesus left us a remedy for all 

our evils, a source of joy and blessing, and showed us the most excellent way to holiness: charity. 

Charity is an advance of eternal life: "Charity will never end". (1 Cor 13, 8) 
 

This search for and growth in fraternal love, as long as we are down here on earth, requires 

violence and demands constant asceticism, if charity is to triumph over divisions and inequalities 

between men. Among Christ's disciples there can be no obstacles or divisions that prevent 

encounter, because Jesus said once and for all: "You are all brothers" (Mt 23:8). This is the blessing 

that Christian believers should spread throughout the world with their presence, as lovers of 

spiritual beauty, capable of spreading the scent of Christ with their good conduct; with their lives, 

a pre-tasting of "life forever” in the Kingdom. 
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La Visitazione nel Magistero dei Papi 
                                                            di Sr. Rubi Arellano 

 We continue to follow the teachings of Pope St. John Paul the mystery of the Visitation of Mary 
to her cousin Elisabetta. In this first number of this year's Magnificat, we shall reflect on what he 
said in his speech on the occasion of 
his visit to the Shrine of Our Lady of 
the Guard in Genoa on    Sunday, 22 
September 1985, Meditating on the 
Gospel of the Visitation of Mary. 

The joyful mystery of the 
Visitation...... offers us valuable food 
for thought. Also, on this mountain, 
in fact, the Mother of the Redeemer 
visited her people.  

1. "Entering the house, she greeted 
. . ." (Lk 1:40)   

"From the end of the 15th century to today Our Lady has continued to "visit" her people. It has 
welcomed pilgrim souls who have gathered more and more here, so that this summit has become 
a qualified center of devotion, prayer, recollection, and the driving heart of the spirituality and 
pastoral impetus of the beloved Church of God that is in Genoa. 

Here, therefore, the generations have also continued to visit Mary. We can only generally guess the 
soul talks, the aspirations, the sufferings, the anxieties that have intertwined between heaven and 
this blessed place". 

These words of the Holy Pope make us remember our greeting, the words we address to those we 
meet, the greeting that makes the Lord's presence felt in us. 

2. "Blessed is she who believed" (Lk 1:45).   
The first bliss of the Gospel is reserved for her. 

It is the eulogy that flows from the heart of his relative Elizabeth on the slope of Ain-Karim, on that 
festive and caring visit that preserves an indelible place in the history of humanity. 

The encounter of two incipient motherhood, each marked by its own prodigy. The flow over the 
centuries of an unstoppable spiritual current. 

The Virgin Mother believed. He believed in the mysterious plan that God would make through his 
free competition. Faith is its main title of greatness. That faith that at all times - from Bethlehem 
to Nazareth, on the roads of Palestine to Calvary and the Pentecostal Upper Room - will be the 
bond of the deep and perfect union between Mother and Son. 

I take few   words which have touched me and which help us to reflect: 

Festive and caring visit that preserves an indelible place in the history of humanity. 
Joyfulness is one of the characteristics of the Servants of the Visitation, 
Joyfulness that let us to feel the presence of Jesus 



A joyous face is proper for every face of the Servants of the Visitation, a joyous environment of 
every community that lives the Charisma of the Institute. 
 our obedience that we have professed is solicitous 
Solicitous in helping those close and far 
Solicitous in coming out of ourselves to go towards others 
There are so many reasons for always being caring and for life and in spirit at every Servant. 
 
 
3. "My soul magnifies the Lord" (Lk 1:46). 
The prophetic hymn of messianic times, with which the Virgin responded to Elizabeth's greeting, 
continues to spread from the soul of believers. It always takes on the accents of adoration and 
exultation. 

Adoration of God in the mystery of his intimate life - unity and trinity - mystical circulation of a 
transcendent love, which in the incarnate Word assumes human nature through the maternal 
ministry of the Immaculate Virgin. 

The Mother directs to God and to her Christ. 

He supposes in the Christian a solid devotion, which immerses in the truths of faith, on them he 
shapes mentality and guides behaviors in every field of existence. His watchword, loving and 
strong, has a particularly incisive timbre: "Do all that He will tell you"(Jn 2:5). 

The Magnificat, every time we repeat it, awaken in us the notes of exultation. 

The fulcrum of Christianity is the Cross. But the Cross is also the transition to resurrection. To 
follow Jesus, it is necessary to have the courage to take the cross on his shoulders (Cfr. Mt 16: 24) 
as a preliminary act for having part with him in the Resurrection. This was the itinerary of Mary, a 
grieving virgin. This is the Christian's journey: from suffering to joy. 

The Magnificat, which we repeat every day in the evening prayer, occasionally in our songs in 
the Eucharistic celebration, in every circumstance in which our religious family experience the 
greatness of the Lord who makes us rejoice because he has done us beautiful things, makes us 
feel His presence of joy in each of us. Like Mary's response to Elizabet's greeting. 

Curated by Sr. Rubi Arellano 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Discovering the Encyclical "Fratelli tuttil": The Shadows of a Closed World 

By Alfonso Feola 

 

Starting from this time, we will comment, chapter by chapter, on the last Encyclical of Pope Francis 

"Fratelli tutti": we will do so without the pretense of providing the exact interpretation given by the 

Holy Father, but rather with the desire to grasp some of the countless food for thought offered by 

the text. 

The Encyclical Fratelli tuttil comes at a very complicated historical moment: a difficult time, 

marked not only by Covid-19 but by a series of agitations, the result of a last decade where the 

concept of brotherhood has suffered a series of serious lacerations. 

A compass that crosses borders. The engine of the Encyclical is again St. Francis: the same attack 

of the text takes its cue from the expression with which the Poor man of Assisi addressed the men 

and women of his time; as for  Laudato sii, the Patron Saint of Italy is the starting point by means 

of which to come to encourage a fraternal Love beyond the barriers of geography and space, 

according to an open fraternity pushed beyond immediate proximity and dilated to those whom 

the Saint himself preached in the course of his life (poor, abandoned, sick, discarded, last). The 

concrete example of St Francis' visit to Egypt with Sultan Malik-al-Kamil it promoted the 

renunciation of all forms of dispute or mutual contention conducted in the name of God, it can be 

identified as a methodology for pursuing a fraternity without borders, without social, racial or 

religious distances, both in dialogue with orthodox brothers and sisters and with representatives 

of other faiths (as in the case of grand imam Ahmad Al-Tayyeb), the  first step towards that 

universal dimension of fraternal love to involve all people of good will. 



Community disintegration and collapse of historical consciousness. The present era marks the 

end of the illusion that peoples have understood the lesson given by wars: some ambitious 

projects, like the integration of the peoples of the European Union and, more recently, integration 

between the Latin American nations, they are coming up against a kind of backward leap, linked to 

the re-emergence of outdated nationalisms and ideologies, linked more to selfishness than to the 

defense of the homeland, but such as to remind us that every generation must fight to maintain 

and extend the achievements of civilizations achieved by previous generations. The same 

openness to the world that is advocated today by the world of the economy has stopped only in 

financial interests, exploiting local conflicts and disinterest in the common good. The result is   a 

new form of colonization, where the increasingly globalized society makes us close, but does not 

make us brothers:    in fact, we feel free but in reality, we are subservient to a deconstructionism 

where everything from history to the most elementary values has become relative so that it can 

be removed, reducing the spiritual baggage coming from the past, isolating man and reducing him 

to a mere consumer. 

Lack of a common project and a culture of waste. Values such as democracy, freedom, justice, 

unity and hope are giving way to exasperation and a mechanism of polarization where the denial 

of the right to exist and think leads to ridicule of those who possess different truths and values. 

Thus reduced, politics no longer generates any confrontation, does not lay the foundations for 

shared projects, on the contrary it legitimizes the arrogance of the strongest and a franking based 

on the destruction of the other. Sacrificing the people who live in our common home to economic 

interests will mean that even the exhaustion of certain resources can create fertile ground for new 

conflicts. A further wake-up call is given by a culture of waste designed to identify subjects who 

"do not yet serve" – such as the unborn children – or "no longer serve" – such as the elderly, 

abandoned to themselves or – this is the case of the recent pandemic – left to die in solitude, 

without the comfort of that family that is already mutilated and impoverished, since it is deprived 

of their presence and the necessary contact with their wisdom. A culture of waste is also the 

obsessive reduction in labor costs, which widens the poverty line and even translates into 

despicable forms that we thought were outdated, such as racism. 

Non-universal human rights, conflict and fear. Ours is an era marked by profound contradictions: 

on the one hand there is a modern world that in the last 70 years has recognized the universality 

of human rights, on the other hand, humanity still has sectors that live in opulence and others 

where human rights are ignored, ignored and violated; on the one hand, certain things are said,   

on the other, decisions and reality cry another message, ensuring that even today men, women, 

children deprived of freedom, are reduced to conditions very similar  to those of slavery,   treated 

as a means and not as an end, especially by unscrupulous criminal networks. These double 

standards are also found in the assessment of wars, judged differently according to the economic 

interests of their counterparts: hence the expression of the third world war in pieces, still caused 

by ancestral fears that have not been    overcome by technological progress but which, on the 

contrary, have been able to hide and strengthen themselves behind new technologies. This brings 

back the fear of feeling threatened by someone we do not consider part of my world, the need to 

feel protected returns, bringing back to the surface the plague of mafias, but above all the 

temptation to make a culture of walls, to raise walls, walls in the heart, walls in the earth to 



prevent this encounter with other cultures, with other people. And those who raise a wall, those 

who build a wall will end up slaves inside the walls that he has built, without horizons. 

Fragmentation of progress, pandemic and borders. The development of the science of 

technology, of the wellness industry, especially in the most developed countries, has brought 

progress and well-being, but this is useless if in the meantime the ethics and common action are 

deteriorating: in fact, collateral degeneration is the international arms trade and in an unfair 

distribution of resources that leads millions of children to hunger, in total international silence. 

The indifference of convenience has led man to believe himself almighty, marking a schism 

between the individual and the community, between individual and social needs; an illusion that 

the Covid-19 pandemic has crushed, since it reminded man that he is still in the same boat with his 

fellow men, where evil and one goes to the detriment of everyone and where   no one is saved 

alone since one can only save one another together. The danger remains intact that, after the 

emergency, the difference between    us   and others will start to be marked again and those who 

can be saved will result in an all against all worse than the same pandemic. Equally dangerous is 

the fight against immigration for its own good and the reduction of the aid of the poorest 

countries: we must seek and seek a fair balance between the dual moral duty to protect the rights 

of its citizens and that of guaranteeing the assistance and reception of migrants, because the value 

of human solidarity cannot be failed. 

Communication, aggression and information. In this sad social framework, the role played by 

communication is paradoxical, capable of eliminating distances and at the same time eliminating 

the right to intimacy, such that everything becomes a kind of spectacle that can be spied on, 

supervised and therefore controlled and disseminated. The digital movements of hatred that are 

also created through these new tools expose to the risk of dependence, isolation and progressive 

loss of contact with concrete reality, hindering    the development of authentic interpersonal 

relationships and fomenting a social aggression that finds in mobile devices and computers an 

unprecedented diffusion space. What is more, we must find both the lack of modesty on the part 

of the most fanatical ideologies to say things that were otherwise silent until a few years earlier, 

without any fear of consequences on the part of the authorities, and the gigantic economic 

interests behind the digital world, useful for creating mechanisms for manipulating consciences 

and the democratic process. To encourage encounter with the truth it is necessary to encourage 

encounter with reality, which is not possible through network searches or through a sum of 

information often un verifiable: it can only take place through free spirits willing to live. 

Contempt and hope. Moreover, it is clear that the tendency, in the economic field, to give for 

valid the cultural models of the most developed countries even for developed ones, is in fact 

intended to demolish self-esteem and facilitate a condition of domination and exploitation where 

the poor are always the ones who lose. Despite all this, God continues to sow seeds of good in 

humanity, especially during this health emergency, during which doctors, nurses and nurses, 

pharmacists, supermarket workers, cleaning staff, cares, transporters, men and women who work 

to provide essential services and safety, volunteers, priests, religious... they understood that no one 

saves himself. We must walk in hope, because it is bold, it knows how to look beyond personal 



comfort, the small security and compensation that restrict the horizon, to open up to great ideals 

that make life more beautiful and dignified. 

(continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Father Carlo Morandin passed the baton to...... 

 

Along the history of the "Servants of the 

Visitation" the Founder met a person who 

greatly contributed to the spiritual growth of 

the Institute, it is Fr. Carlo Morandin, of the 

Order of the Benedictines of Subiaco (Rome), 

born at Fiera (TV) on September 14, 1926, 

ordained priest on July 9, 1959. He has held 

numerous positions within his Congregation and 

has been the author of several books of 

spirituality. 

In 1996 he led the Spiritual Exercises for the 

participants in the 3rd General Chapter of our 

Congregation, which took place in Mora di 

Assisi, in the Hermitage of St. Mary in the 

Visitation. Since then, a collaboration has begun 

with Mother Vincenza Minet, in particular to 

give development to the "Magnificat" that had 

been "born" since the foundation of the Pious 

Union, with the function of Information and 

Training News mainly for the members of the 

Institute.  Since 1997 it has become a Periodical 

sent by postal subscription to various countries of four continents and Fr. Carlo, being registered in 

the Register of the Order of Journalists of Lazio, in the Publicist category, became the Director 

responsible and carried out this task until his death on December 28, 2017. 

We are deeply grateful to Fr. Carlo Morandin for making his spiritual and professional experience 

available to us. In fact, he has published various texts such as: "Change of times and Benedictine 

rule" (1995), "Prayer and monastic tradition" (2014) and several others...; in-depth books on 

Prayer such as:  "Enter one's heart. A Journey of Prayer" (1999). Much has been devoted to the 

deepening of Lectio Divina and to transmitting this mystical practice of prayer among religious and 

laity.  

Even in the Community of our Mother House in Santa Marinella, he offered various meetings to 

teach the practical method of praying starting from the Word of God. Fr. Carlo said that the inner 

experience of the Word of God is the source of Christian Spirituality. It is a word written and 

delivered to men as a "travelling companion" and must be read and heard with intelligence and 

heart to be understood. 

As Servant of the Visitation, we carry in our hearts and in our lives the traces of the journey made 

together with Fr. Carlo Morandin who, we are sure, continues to accompany us from Heaven 

looking with benevolence also at the one who collected his witness ..... journalist Alfonso Feola. 



 

SANTA MARINELLA 

 After a few years of 
waiting and after a long 
months of work, it was 
possible to bless the first 
totally renovated rooms of 
the convent. At the end of 
December 2020, the great 
hall and the refectory of the 
community was blessed, 
places that, after the 
Sanctuary, are the heart of 
common life.  

  

The community of casa 

Madre inaugurated the 

New Year recalling the 

Solemnity of Christmas with 

a representation of the 

mystery of the First 

Proclamation during the 

evening of January 3. This 

initiative has allowed 

everyone to relive the birth 

of the Lord Jesus with 

intense participation, both 

by the sisters who were also the audience and by those who have identify with the various 

characters.   

 The World Day of 

the Sick was celebrated by 

involving all our guests, the 

nursing home and the RSA, 

with the celebration of Holy 

Mass in the Sanctuary 

followed by the Sacrament 

of anointing of the sick 

received also to those who 

had remained in their rooms 

due to their health 

condition. Chaplain Don 

Roberto lovingly went to each of the elders to administer the Sacrament.  



To help our elderly guests cultivate their 

spiritual lives, every Sunday our sisters 

who are Extraordinary Minister of the 

Eucharist visited them to bring Jesus to 

those who could not participate in Holy 

Mass in the Sanctuary.  

 On March 9th, Mother Vincenza, 

our Foundress, turned 92. The 

community celebrated "in deferred" 

Sunday 14 March with Holy Mass and 

expressions of various kinds of wishes 

during lunch such as: songs, dances and 

poetry. Sr. Rosalia's birthday was also 

celebrated one day in advance.   

 Being the year 2021 dedicated 

to St. Joseph, in all our communities we 

celebrate our Patron according to a 

broader common program than 

tradition. During the month of March, 

as every year, the prayer composed by our Foundress was recited daily, and we also celebrated 

the prepared novena by drawing the reflections from our Vade-mecum. On March 19th we 

celebrated solemnly in the Sanctuary also with the participation of some of our guests. 

 A beautiful initiative, which involved the guests of the Nursing Home, was that of the Via 

Crucis in the living room of the department: each elderly person supported the image of each 

station and stated it, while the Sisters with Mons. Charles Bessonet led the prayer.  

 

 



Venice 

 Throughout the period of the pandemic, the 
activity of our sisters did not stop. They are very 
engaged in the various activities: at the listening 
Center, in the diocesan Caritas, in the canteen for 
the poor, in the home visit to the sick who request it 
and also collaborate in the kindergarten of the parish 
of Catene.  

On February 9, the Superior General together with 
Sr. Rosalia accompanied Sr. Robine to the 
community of Villabona after a long absence due to 
the pandemic, in fact the Sister, returned to 
Madagascar for a bereavement in the family, had 
been stuck in her country due to the interruption of 
flights.   Photo 8 

 

 

 BOLECHOWICE 

 Also, in Poland, as in other countries, the feast of grandparents is celebrated on January 22.   

For the children of our school with their teachers it was an opportunity to express all their 

creativity with drawing and singing, all in groups.     

 

 

 

 



Brazil - SAO PAULO 

 In the community of São Paulo on 

January 8th, during the final Mass of the 

week of spiritual exercises in which the 

Sisters of the Community of Jaiba also 

participated, Ms. Ana Andrea Vitale received 

the mandate and the badge of Custodian of 

the Visitation, the first lay in Brazil who 

started the Lay Association whose life 

inspired by the Charism of the Visitation.  

 

Brazil - JAIBA 

 In the community of Jaiba, also 

through the sale of bakery products, it has 

been possible to buy a new and larger oven 

that allows to adapt the production of 

bread and sweets to the numerous 

requests that come both from individuals, 

but also from institutions, in particular the 

public schools of the city.  

 In this time of pandemic, the activities of 

the Life Project have been suspended and 

the Sisters try to be close to the people by 

visiting the poorest house by house to share with them what they receive from benefactors. 

During these visits, it is especially mothers who present their family problems to the Sisters to seek 

advice and help.   

 

Philippines - MANILA  

 The sisters of the community in 

Manila continue their commitment to visit 

the suburbs to bring the necessary food 

and clothing to the needy.  

They went to Bicol together with other 

volunteers, this time using a small boat, to 

bring relief to the   victims of a violent 

typhoon that in December had devastated 

the houses and the surrounding nature. 

Ordinarily, on the other hand, they mainly distributed food to people who spend the night 

outdoors.  



Defying the coronavirus, our sisters visit the sick (not covid) at their homes, as they cannot go to 

church. They also did so on World Sick Day.   

Philippines - BORONGAN    

 In February our Sisters put in place a food program for children in the territory sponsored 
by various Associations. In addition to offering food, the Sisters involved the children with group 
games and tried to convey affection and sympathy to them.  

  

the occasion of the 50th anniversary of Christianity in the Philippines, the Sisters of the Community, 
together with the children, celebrated, in harmony with the Diocese of Borongan, to thank the 
Lord for the gift of Evangelization and faith.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



In preparation for Easter, 
the Sisters organized a 
community day of spiritual 
retreat led by Fr. Dale. The 
strictly spiritual part lived it 
in the Cathedral, then they 
ended with a walk along 
the sea shore to 
contemplate the beauty of 
creation.   

 

Kenya - NAIROBI   

 In the second half of December 2020, it was finally possible to bless the new and renovated 

environments of the novitiate's house and the post-season.  

  



At the beginning of the New Year the Community of the Formation house celebrated a day of 

thanksgiving to the Lord for the anniversary of the transfer from the previous house on Kindaruma 

Rd. and the installation of the community in the new house in Karen.  

 What a joy for the Sisters and young formees of the Nairobi community, to be able to 

resume their apostolate of visit to the prisoners, after 10 months of detention due to covid19. On 

January 3, a small group of them, 

together with other young volunteers, 

went   to the prison to bring good wishes 

together with gifts and Christmas carols.  

 

Since early February the Nairobi 

community has been visited by covid-19, 

in a progressive crescendo of positive 

people, with the need for continuous 

reorganization of members within the 

house. Precisely in a difficult circumstance like this, the Presence of the Lord has been constant 

and manifested itself in various ways: the 

state of mind of trust and serenity present in 

all, the possibility of consulting doctors on 

the spot, the possibility of undergoing 

verification tests, the possibility of 

participating in the daily Holy Mass through 

online connection, the arrival of relief goods 

by religious/other congregations who have 

become aware of our situation .... The 

creativity of the Sisters forced into isolation 



found a way to continue the Eucharistic adoration by placing a small altar in a strategic position so 

that each could see the ostensorium looking out the door of her own room.    

Despite the great inconveniences and concern of the Sisters, we have once again been able to see 

with our own eyes the benevolence of God: all the infected Sisters have overcome the disease well 

and are gradually resuming normal activities and relationships in the community. Nothing can be 

taken for granted, much less due. Everything is a gift and everything is Grace!  

  

Kenya - OL MORAN 

 The service to the deaf and mute continues with good results. Our Sisters are dedicated not 

only to the deaf and mute, but also involve parents with meetings dedicated to them.   

 On January 25, Sr. Emmanuelle and Sr. Angeline participated in the celebration of the 

patron saint of the deaf-mute community of Nyahururu, together with the deaf-mute community 

of Ol Moran.  

  



The Ol Moran community has also been reached by the coronavirus, but to a limited extent and 

for a short time, so that educational activities towards our disabled children and those to help 

external people have been resumed as usual. 

On 20 March our sisters visited the detainees. 

This visit was prompted by an appeal from the detainees who wanted to make their situation 

known during the pandemic. No one had visited them since last year, so they also lacked basic    

necessities. This request for help gave rise to the idea of creating a group through WhatsApp to 

mobilize people of good will in the various Churches of the territory of Ol Moran. The response 

was generous and our sisters were able to gather the necessary for all 250 inmates in the prison. 

On the day of the visit to the sisters they were only allowed to meet the whole group for a short 

time, but it was enough to offer them a message of hope in preparation for Easter and to deliver 

whatthey had brought with them. The detainees expressed their joy and gratitude.   



  

Cameroun - KRIBI      

 The three Sisters are engaged in many activities. On January 24, they organized a 

vocational meeting with the young people of the parish.   

 Sr. Fleur coordinates the activities of the Saint Joseph kindergarten in Kribi, in collaboration 

with the teachers. Sr. Felicité continues her service as director and teacher in the nursing school, 

to the great satisfaction of the school's managers and also of the students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Deepening        

FEAST OF CONSECRATED PERSONS  

In the various communities of the Servants of the Visitation scattered throughout the world, the 

day of consecrated persons was solemnly and joyfully celebrated.    

Consecrated life is to see what matters in life. It is to welcome the Lord's gift with open arms. This 

is what the eyes of consecrated persons see: the grace of God poured into their hands. The 

consecrated person is the one who every day looks at himself and says: "Everything is a gift, 

everything is grace" ... we did not deserve religious life, it is a gift of love that we have received.8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 
8
 See Homily Pope Francis 1 February 2020 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



They preceded us...  

  

 Sr. Ernestina Piloni, sister of Sr. Joseph, at the age of 99, at the Institute of the Capuchin Sisters 

of M. Rubatto (January 11); 

 Monique, sister of Sr. Felicité in Cameroun (March 4); 

 Dieu Donné, father of Nadia, Novice of the first year, in Madagascar (March 5); 

 Lydia, adoptive mother of Sr. Eugene Claro, Philippines (March 22). 
  

SISTER PATRIZIA AMANTE 

On March 5, 2021, Sr. Patrizia Amante left us. She was 88. She is one of the 33 confounders of the 

Servants of the Visitation. Like all the sisters of this first "bud" of the new Institute, she has always 

had total confidence in Mother Vincenza as the custodian of the Charism that the Lord, through 

her, was giving to the Church. Sr. Patrizia has always been willing to respond to God's requests 

that came to her through the Foundress, sometimes even anticipating such requests by 

volunteering for some more difficult projects. She expressed her faith through her way of being: 

always smiling, joyful, enthusiastic, irrepressible at times ... so much so that it was also called 

"Sister Volcano", but it was always an intense Love that moved her throughout.     

Now from Heaven, where we think of her in the company of the other Servants who preceded her, 

she will continue to be missionary and mother of children, young people and all the poor who are 

welcomed into our homes in the various countries of the world. She  will continue to intercede for 

the young women in formation and for all of us, to obtain the grace of fidelity to charism and to 

our religious consecration.  

Thank you Sr. Patrizia for your witness of unconditional love to the Lord and to every person you 

have met in your earthly life, thank you for what you will continue to do for us from Heaven, 

where you have begun to sing, we are sure, the eternal Magnificat! before your Divine Spouse.   

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


