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The Letter 

 MAGNIFICAT  April-June 2021 

Dear friends, 

traditionally in Italy, but also in 

other countries, what we are 

experiencing is vacation time. I 

really hope that there can be 

for everyone, for every family, 

the opportunity to spend a 

few days of relaxation in       

healthy and serene environ-

ments for a physical and       

spiritual recharge. 

After about a year and a half 

of anxieties and concerns cau-

sed by the pandemic and its 

negative effects on all aspects 

of the life of individuals and 

society, it is useful to "stop and reflect", not so much to understand, why the 

forces at play exceed our human abilities, but to question ourselves in the 

depths of conscience and heart in search of new motivations to continue the 

path of life , despite the general confusion that affects the whole world. 

What is the "criterion of discernment" for making the right choices, both in 

the small and in the large situations we face? Relativism in synergy with an 

extreme subjectivism does not ensure true freedom that finds its possibility 

of expression only in Good and Truth. Everyone risks being a term of referen-

ce for himself, because he looks only horizontally at a narrow perimeter    

around him.  
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What to do to be able to return to lift our gaze and regain the ability to 

"marvel" at the "miracle of life" that flows within every person and in        

everything that surrounds us in nature? 

The logic of the world proposes illusory responses to our thirst for "fullness 

of life" and arouse false and foolish appetites that clash with the harmony 

and beauty that God has placed in every creature.  

Who can help us to regain the truth of our "being creatures", of our "being 

children" of the same Father? 

.... Only the heart of a Mother can move with compassion and intervene in 

the appropriate way with each of her son and on humanity as a whole.     

Perhaps Mary's gaze and tenderness will still be able to move hearts and  

awaken minds ensnared by the deceptions of the world. 

Whoever still succeeds in doing so, invokes in the name of all the Virgin 

Mary, a humble creature who now lives in the glory of Paradise, so that she 

may intercede with her Son Jesus on our behalf.  

She, the Star of the new evangelization, sow in our hearts the Word that  

saves, the Word of Truth that gives vigor to souls, light and courage to     

consciences, enthusiasm to live, humility and pride in being beloved children 

of the Eternal Father.  

Best wishes to all. 

Sr. Maddalena Ergasti 
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On the way with Mary 
 by Sr. Noemi Minicucci 

 MAGNIFICAT  April-June 2021 

“The Encounter with the Word” 

The Angel of the Lord visited Mary, 

bringing her the announcement of 

her mission: to become "the Mo-

ther".  

Mary welcomes the "Word" into 

her heart and womb, the Word  

becomes flesh in her. 

Mother Vincenza, describing the 

journey of the first sisters in the 

Charism, writes: 

"... We began to meditate on this 

Mystery and we seemed to under-

stand at first: the Virgin's concern 

for the need of her elderly relative 

Elizabeth.  

Then, trying to deepen, with the 

help of the Spirit, we understood 

that what happened in the meeting 

of the young Mary and the elderly 

relative Elizabeth, could only be the 

work of the One whom Mary      

carried in her womb"1. 

Mary set out on her journey. This 

encounter with the Word, this    

Incarnation of the Word in her, 

transforms her into a messenger, 

missionary, transmitter of this 

Word, of this Presence because in 

this it consists of being apostles: to 

be messengers of God's love that is 

discovered personally during      

moments of prayer. 

God comes to us every day through 

His Word. What is my reaction? 

Salvation comes from knowledge. 

We are invited to learn, to listen. 

Not always everything is clear. 

Mary listens to the angel, but does 
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not immediately understand the 

meaning, yet she accepts: "Behold 

the servant of the Lord, let it be 

done to me according to your 

Word..." and thus throughout the 

course of her life in communion 

with her Son, a journey of pure 

faith. The angel's greeting genera-

tes in her a new life. Mary teaches 

us to listen, to try not to waste the 

Grace that is coming, to let God in 

through His Word, to say yes to 

him and allow him to become the 

heart of our heart. 

We cannot remain indifferent: the 

encounter with the Word destroys 

darkness and becomes light "what 

I say, I say as the Father told 

me” (Jn. 12:50) listening to the 

Word therefore means seeking the 

meaning of conversion of my life 

and then going and bringing Jesus, 

the Word of life, the light of the 

world , to all those I meet. 

Pope Francis reminds us that: "The 

best motivation to decide to com-

municate the Gospel is to contem-

plate it with love, it is to pause on 

its pages and read it with the     

heart. If we approach it in this way, 

its beauty amazes us, it comes 

back every time to fascinate us" 

And again, he tells us: You must 

pray and reflect so that the Lord 

may grant greater depth in living 

your Charism. 

Your task - the Pontiff adds – is to 

"go out of yourselves and go out 

to meet others, to nourish them 

with the one bread capable of    

satiating the human heart: the love 

of Christ". 

".... to enter into the heart of God 

only through the wounds of Christ" 

which is found in all "the hungry, 

the ignorant, the discarded, the 

elderly, the sick, the imprisoned, 

and in all vulnerable human flesh". 

Always - the Pope concludes - we 

must ask ourselves "what do I do 

for Christ? What have I done for 

Christ? What should I do for 

Christ?"2 

Mary went with enthusiasm       

carrying, walking with Jesus-Word 

that was in her heart, in her womb. 

This is the result of the encounter 

with God through His Word: he 

puts us back on the road! Listening 

to the Word provokes in us what it 

provoked in Mary and God beco-

mes incarnate in us, we become 

"God's dwelling place". 

Mother Vincenza continues to   

describe this journey: "We therefo-

re understood that this CHARISM 
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required attention to those in    

need, but for our "VISIT" to         

respond to the mystery we inten-

ded to live, it was necessary to 

"Visit with Jesus", only with HIM 

we could bring joy and hope to 

those whom the Lord gave us to 

meet. 

Therefore, we understood that our 

life had to be necessarily contem-

plative and active"3. 

And again, in the              

Vademecum:"He alone gives      

meaning to our 'being' and to our 

'action', to our vital everyday 

"oblation", in a consistent com-

mitment to be "Gospel witness"4. 

Let us therefore walk to meet man 

with Jesus the word, alive and 

throbbing in our lives and it will 

resound in our hearts and in the 

hearts of those whom we encoun-

ter the Magnificat! "Great things 

have been accomplished and are 

accomplished by God, the           

Almighty, and his name is holy". 

 

                                 Sr. Noemi Minicucci 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Note 

 

1) M. Vincenza Minet, "Magnificat Ani-
ma mea Dominum",  internal publica-
tion, p. 3 

2) Pope Francis, Message to participants 
in the World Assembly of Communities 
of Christian Life,Buenos Aires, 21 July 

2018 

 
3) M. Vincenza Minet, "Magnificat   
Anima mea Dominum",  internal publi-
cation, p. 3 

4) M. Vincenza Minet, "Vademecum", 
internal publication, June 2018, p. 70 
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Mary, Mater spei, and the “policrisi” of the world 

by Don Emilio Salvatore 

 MAGNIFICAT  April-June 2021 

In our world, hope is not very     

successful. Hope is seen as a sort of 

pulling out, while hope in the bibli-

cal world plays a decisive role.  

The history of salvation is a history 

of hope. God was the one who    

hoped by creating time in its linear 

development and to establish a 

relationship with humanity that is 

made up of communication based 

on these two axes: horizontal, that 

is, temporal; and vertical, that is, 

relational. 

With regard to the first ele-

ment, the writer C. Peguy speaks of 

Christian novelty as "involvement 

of the temporal in the eternal and 

of the eternal in the temporal."   

Because "without the involvement 

there is nothing left. There is no 

longer a world to save. There is no 

longer any Christianity. There is no 

more redemption, no incarnation, 

no more creation. There are only 

nameless shards, formless           

materials, licks and ruins; shapeless 

ruins, heaps and rubble, piles and 

heaps; turmoil’s, disasters...". The 

history of salvation knows many 

crises, but at the same time, 

through these moments (the slave-

ry and infidelity of the people; the 

deportation to Babylon, the Greek 

and Roman foreign oppression, 

etc.) human history, limited in its 

contingencies, opens up to the   

future. For example, in the case of 

Noah (Gen 8.1; 9.15s). There is a  

future for the land devastated by 

violence, a palingenesis. 
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With regard to the second 

element,hope presupposes trust in 

the other; it finds expression when 

one says "I hope in"(. . . in you, in 

God, in man"). 

In Hebrew the verb of hope 

is "qwh" (to hope) and the respec-

tive noun "tiqwah" (hope) which 

means "to tend towards". The 

writer Erri De Luca, a great lover of 

Hebrew, tells us that originally 

"tiqwah" would mean "rope": hope 

is signified by the image of the 

rope. "It drags, binds, allows knots, 

can break. While in the Aeneid 

Virgil writes: spes sibi quisque, 

each one be hope to himself. In the 

Bible to Rachel disconsolate        

(Jer 31:15) God speaks like this: 

"Disembark your voice from     

weeping and your eyes from 

tears ... There is a rope (hope) for 

your continued, declared iod/God, 

and children will return to their 

border."  

A long rope accompanies 

the deportees into exile and a rope 

will bring them home, rewinding 

without breaking. In the word tikvà 

there is instead the sense of being 

linked to someone and something 

that does not leave you alone. Not 

always hope shows its twisted,   

resistant hemp fiber. But it is nice 

to know that it has that tenacity of 

origin. (Erri De Luca, Alzaia, Feltri-

nelli, Milan 1997, 31). In this sense 

we understand how hope finds a 

particular development in the     

history of Israel, especially in times 

of crisis, for example in exile, when 

the messianic promise is born: God 

will recruit from humanity what he 

needs to complete his plans of    

salvation.  

In the NT the followers of 

Jesus grasp in him the realiza-

tion of this promise. He is never 

the subject of the verb "to 

hope", but hope she proclaims 

the Kingdom, present or near; in 

the face of the prospect of hu-

man incomprehension, he pro-

claims his resurrection (cf. Mt 

20:19); even in trial, as in Geth-

semane, he confidently aban-

dons himself to the Father's will 

(cf. Mt  26:3 9: "My Father [ . . ] 

as you want »). In him the 

promises and hopes of his peo-

ple are fulfilled, as various evan-

gelical figures proclaim (Simeon, 

Joseph of Arimathea). 

Risen, he emphasizes the fulfil-
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ment, in him, of the Scriptures 

(cf. Lk 24:25-27), through a con-

version of hope: "We hoped 

that he would be the one who 

would deliver Israel" (Lk 24:2,1). 

Hope, with the resurrection, is 

set in motion again, after having 

also integrated the drama of 

suffering and wickedness of 

men. The resurrection of the 

dead, which many in Israel 

waited for the end of time, is 

anticipated in the person of the 

Messiah. It is he who opens the 

path of hope in his linear       

horizon: 

But if Christ is not risen, 

then our preaching is emp-

ty, your faith is also empty. 

We, then, are false witnes-

ses of God, because against 

God we have witnessed 

that he raised Christ when 

in fact he did not raise him, 

if it is true that the dead do 

not rise again.  For if the 

dead do not rise again, 

Christ is not risen either; 

but if Christ is not risen, 

your faith is in vain and you 

are still in your sins. There-

fore, even those who died in 

Christ are lost. If we have 

had hope in Christ only for 

this life, we are to be com-

miserated more than all 

men. Now, however, Christ 

has risen from the dead, the 

first fruits of those who   

have died. (1 Cor 15:14-20) 

In the light of this history of 

biblical hope, we can understand 

why Pope Francis wanted to insert 

the expression “Mater spei” in the 

Laurentian Litanies (by decree of 

the Congregation for Divine Wors-

hip of June 20, 2020). By inviting 

the Church to pray more to Mary 

as a woman, star and mother of 

hope, he wants us to understand 

that hope is a strong thread that 

has governed Marian life in the sta-

ges of Christ's mysteries, until it is 

fulfilled in the glorious Assump-

tion. She can show us, therefore, 

the way to the fulfilment of all   

hope. 

Mary is a model of hope like 

Abraham at the beginning of voca-

tional dialogue. To the angel's an-

nouncement that was promising 

her motherhood, Mary gave her 

full assent: "Behold, the Servant of 

the Lord, let it be done to me     
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according to your word" (v. 38); 

she believed, exercising the verti-

cal and temporal dimension of ho-

pe. Mary is a witness of hope like 

Abraham even in the time of crisis, 

remaining faithful under her son's 

cross (Jn 19:25).  For Abraham, and 

in an excellent way for Mary, hope 

was born of trust in God, poured 

into the Virgin's heart through the 

Holy Spirit who had covered her 

with his shadow (cf. Rom 5:5; Lk 

1:35).  

If Abraham is a father by faith, 

hoping against all hope, Mary is 

the mother of hope, not only be-

cause she gave birth to the Hope of 

Israel, that is, Jesus, but because 

she was able to regenerate the  

disciples in hope, as can be seen 

from her presence in the Upper 

Room in expectation of the Holy 

Spirit. 

The Virgin exhorts us to be 

rooted and founded in God who is 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit: our 

hope will not be disappointed (cf. 

Rom 9:33) because "in hope we 

have been saved" (Rom 8: 24). 

Returning to our contempora-

neity, the real crisis of our world is 

"polycrisis" (ecological, economic, 

political, social, cultural, spiritual 

and, we add, identity at many lev-

els) of which Edgar Morin spoke. 

To this crisis, which spreads to    

metastases like cancer, the      

coronavirus was added this year: 

"We are in an extremely dangerous 

era. [...] We are now dependent on 

the dangers that we ourselves   

have created. Today we are facing 

a   crisis of   modernity. I don't 

want to talk about post-modernity. 

It is a question of how to get out of 

this crisis, which is the crisis of a 

humanity that cannot make it self       

human".   

We can come out of it, reflect-

ing and dialoguing with all men, 

but also, invoking the communion 

of saints, knowing that our rope is 

intertwined with Christ, who died 

and rose for us, and with Mary and 

the community of believers: 

Mary 

mother of hope, 

keep clear the horizon of  our desires, 

keep our expectation alive 

placed in unshakable trust in God's 

plan that brings about our happiness. 

Amen 
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As a verdant olive tree in the house of God (Psalm 51) 

 by Sr. Maddalena Ergasti 

 MAGNIFICAT  April-June 2021 

Psalm 51 is a composition with a 

sapiential and didactic tone in 

which expressions of lament, trust 

and thanksgivings alternate. 

Second Saint Augustine: "... it is a 

prophecy of what will happen to 

the wicked." Understood in this 

way, this Psalm also has an escha-

tological meaning: it makes us see 

what Christ will say and accomplish 

in the Final Judgment against those 

who prefer evil to good and lies to 

sincerity. 

The Psalm, which is a protest of the 

just against the conduct of the 

wicked, opens up into an unusual 

world, since it directly and           

courageously challenges the      

persecutor himself.  

We recognize three paintings: 

The portrait of the wicked (vv. 3-6) 

The end of the wicked (vv. 7-9) 

The portrait of the faithful           

(vv. 10-11) 
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In vv. 3-6 the psalmist addresses 

the "bully" with pressing lashings 

against his perfidies, against his 

machinations and maneuvers car-

ried out through lies and slander. 

The action of the wicked aims at 

the destruction of the adversary 

through deception and pitfall. The 

pounding indictment of these ver-

ses comes to the identification of 

the wicked with the same instru-

ment of his malice: the tongue! 

                     

"Language is a fire, the world of 

evil!...... it infects the whole body 

and ignites our whole life (Jas 3:6) 

"Death and life are in the power of 

the tongue" (Pr 18:21), so the   To-

rah warns: "Hold your tongue from 

evil and your lips from speaking a 

liar" (Ps. 34:14)...... and Proverbs 

proclaims: "He who keeps his 

mouth and tongue preserves him-

self from afflictions" (Rb. 21, 13) ... 

Slander and worse than bloods-

hed! Those who commit an assassi-

nation, in fact, kill a single person, 

while those who spread slander kill 

at least three: himself who tells 

them, the one who listens to them, 

and the one to whom they refer. 

In vv.7-9 the Psalmist, certain that 

God cannot remain indifferent, 

apostrophes the wicked with ex-

pletives. He describes God's inter-

vention against him as an authen-

tic destructive operation: he will 

ruin him forever, he will tear him 

from his tent, that is, from family 

ties, and he will uproot him from 

the land of the living, that is, death 

will be the extreme condemnation. 

This judgment of God on the just 

will have different affections: it will 

generate fear and veneration, it 

will deepen faith and adoration, it 

will purify religious attitude. Along 

with the "fear of God" there will 

also be joy at the restored justice. 

"They will laugh at him who was 

raised as the absolute arbiter of 

history and now finds himself     

demolished, broken, torn,           

uprooted, because he trusted in 

his riches and his maneuvers. 

In vv. 10-11 the just stands digni-

fied before the powerful and 

shows him diversity in his destiny: 

"But I will be like a verdant olive 

tree in the house of God". Olive 

tree that expresses peace, protec-

tion, life and perpetual freshness. 

The trust of the just in God's action 
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becomes eternal prayer to which 

the voice of all is associated, true 

believers who sing the wonder of 

God's faithful love. 

The true man of God is just, he   

hopes in the goodness of his Lord. 

The word of the Psalm manifests 

itself to us when the material for-

tunes accumulated through fraud, 

lies, arrogance and injustice are 

deceitful and ruinous. But all this, 

which may appear as mischief, will 

manifest itself as foolishness. 

The real cunning is that of the 

saints, who did not prefer anything 

of the earth to the law and to the 

Grace of God, but they strove to 

enter through the narrow door 

that leads to life. 

We conclude with a psalmist 

prayer of Spanish tradition, which 

opens us to a horizon of Heaven:  

May it be to our soul as an 
olive tree that bears fruit 
in your house, Lord. 

May it always remain 
verdant, produce        
abundant fruits of peace 
and mercy, 

keep within you the light 
that your goodness has 
given him 

and offer your faithful the 
nourishment of yours 
weetness. 
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The Visitation in the Magisterium of the Popes 

                                                           by Sr. Rubi Arellano 

 MAGNIFICAT  April-June 2021 

The «Magnificat» of the Church on 

the way (1) 

"In the present phase of her 

journey,the Church seeks to redi-

scover the union of those who pro-

fess their faith in Christ, in order to 

manifest obedience to her Lord, 

who prayed for this unity before 

his Passion. She "continues her pil-

grimage... proclaiming the passion 

and death of the Lord until he             

comes". "Proceeding amid tempta-

tions and tribulations, the Church is 

sustained by the power of God's 

grace, promised by the Lord, so 

that through human weakness she 

may not fail in perfect fidelity, but 

may remain a worthy bride of her 

Lord and will not cease, with the 

help of the Holy Spirit, to renew 

herself, until through the Cross she 

reaches the light that knows no 

end".   
 

The Virgin Mother is cons-

tantly present on this journey of 

faith of the People of God towards 

the light. This is demonstrated in a 

special way by the canticle of the 

"Magnificat", which, having flo-

wed from the depths of Mary's 

faith in the visitation, never     cea-

ses down the centuries to    vibra-

te in the heart of the Church. This 

is proved by his daily recitation in 

the liturgy of Vespers and in   ma-

ny other    moments of devotion, 

both       personal and community. 
 

When Elizabeth greeted the 

young relative who came from  

Nazareth, Mary replied with the 
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Magnificat. In her greeting      Eliza-

beth had first called Mary 

"blessed" because of the "fruit of 

her womb", and then "blessed" 

because of her faith (Lk 1:42).  The-

se two blessings related directly to 

the moment of the Annunciation. 

Now, in the Visitation, when Eliza-

beth's greeting bears witness to 

that culminating moment, Mary's 

faith acquires a new awareness 

and a new expression. What at the 

moment of the Annunciation re-

mained hidden in the depths of the 

"obedience of faith", one might say 

that it is now being releases as a 

clear, life-giving flame of the Spirit. 

The words used by Mary on the 

threshold of Elizabeth's house 

constitute an inspired profession 

of her faith, in which the response 

to the word of revelation is expres-

sed by the religious and poetic ele-

vation of her whole being to God. 

In these sublime words, which are 

at once very simple and entirely 

inspired by the sacred texts of the 

people of Israel, Mary's personal 

experience, the ecstasy of her 

heart, shines through. A ray of the 

mystery of God shines in them, the 

glory of his ineffable holiness, the 

eternal love which, like an irrevo-

cable gift, enters human history. 

Mary is the first to share in this 

new revelation of God and, in it, in 

this new "self-self-forgiveness" of 

God. Therefore, he proclaims: 

"Great things he has  done in 

me...", and his name is   holy". His 

words reflect the joy of the spirit, 

difficult to express: "My spirit rejoi-

ces in God, my Savior". For "the 

profound truth both about God 

and about the salvation of men... it 

shines to us in Christ, who is both 

the mediator and the       fullness of 

all revelation". 

In her transport Mary 

confesses that she found herself in 

the very heart of this fullness of 

Christ. 

She is aware that in her the 

promise made to her fathers is ful-

filled and, first of all, "to Abraham 

and to his descendants forever": 

that therefore in her, as mother of 

Christ, the whole saving economy 

converges, in which "from genera-

tion to generation" the one who, 

like God of the Covenant, 

"remembers his mercy" is mani-

fested. 

The Church, which from the 

beginning conforms her earthly 

journey to that of the Mother of 
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God, constantly repeats the words 

of the Magnificat in her wake. 

From the depth of the Virgin's faith 

in the Annunciation and in the Visi-

tation, she draws the truth about the 

God of the Covenant: about God 

who is omnipotent and does "great 

things" to man: "his name is holy". 

In the Magnificat she sees the sin 

at the beginning of the earthly  

history of man and woman con-

quered at the root, the sin of un-

belief and of "little faith" in God. 

Against the "suspicion" that the 

"father of lies" raised in the heart 

of Eve, the first woman, Mary 

whom tradition uses to call "new 

Eve" and true "mother of the liv-

ing", she forcefully proclaims the 

unobscured truth about God: the 

Holy and Omnipotent God, who 

from the beginning is the source of 

every bestowal, the one who "has 

done great things". By creating, 

God gives existence to all reality. 

By creating man, he gives him the 

dignity of image and likeness to 

him in a singular way with respect 

to all earthly creatures. And not 

stopping in his will to bestow in 

spite of man's sin, God gives him-

self in his Son: "He so loved the 

world that he gave his only 

Son" (Jn 3:16). Mary is the first wit-

ness of this marvelous truth, which 

will be fully realized through the 

works and words (Acts 1:1) of her 

Son and definitively through his 

Cross and Resurrection. The 

Church, which despite 

"temptations and tribulations" 

does not cease to repeat the words 

of the Magnificat with Mary, 

"sustains herself" with the power 

of the truth about God, proclaimed 

then with such extraordinary sim-

plicity and, at the same time, with 

this truth about God wishes to illu-

mine the difficult and at times in-

tricate paths of human earthly ex-

istence. The journey of the Church, 

therefore ........it implies a renewed 

commitment to his mission. Follo-

wing the one who said of herself: 

"(God) sent me to proclaim the 

good message to the poor"(Lk 

4:18), the Church has sought from 

generation to generation and is 

still seeking today to carry out the 

same mission. His  love of prefe-

rence for the poor is admirably ins-

cribed in Mary's Magnificat. The 

God of the Covenant, sung in the 

exultation of his spirit by the Virgin 

of Nazareth, is at the same time 

the one who "over throws the 
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mighty from their thrones and lifts 

up the humble... fills the hungry 

with goods, and sends the rich 

back empty-handed, ... disperses 

the superb ... and he preserves his 

mercy for those who fear him". 

Mary is deeply imbued with the 

spirit of the "poor of Iahvé", who in 

the prayer of the Psalms awaited 

their salvation from God, placing 

all their trust in him (Ps 24:1);      

(Ps 30:1); (Ps 34:1); (Ps 54:1).        

Indeed, she proclaims the coming 

of the mystery of salvation, the 

coming of the "Messiah of the 

poor" (Is 11:4); (Is 61:1). Drawing 

from Mary's heart, from the depth 

of her faith, expressed in the 

words of the Magnificat, the 

Church  renews ever better in her-

self the awareness that the truth 

about God who saves, about God 

who is the source of every besto-

wal, cannot be separated from the 

manifestation of his love of prefe-

rence for the poor and the hum-

ble, who, sung in the Magnificat, is 

then expressed in the words and 

deeds of Jesus. The Church, there-

fore, is aware - and in our time 

this awareness is particularly 

strengthened - not only that these 

two elements of the message 

contained in the Magnificat can-

not be separated, but that it is also 

necessary to carefully safeguard 

the importance that "the poor" 

and "the option for the poor" have 

in the word of the living God. The-

se are themes and problems orga-

nically connected with the Chris-

tian sense of freedom and libera-

tion. "Totally dependent on God 

and entirely oriented towards him 

because of the enthusiasm of his 

faith, Mary, beside her Son, is the 

most perfect icon of freedom and 

liberation of humanity and the cos-

mos. It is to her that the Church, of 

which she is the mother and      

model, must look to understand 

the meaning of her    mission in its 

fullness".   
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 If we wanted to summarize 

chapters II-III-IV of the Encyclical 

Letter “Fratelli tutti” by Pope Fran-

cis, three words could be used, cor-

responding to as many global chal-

lenges: awakening, sociability,  

interdependence. Three concepts 

apparently simple but paradoxically 

hard to enter, especially in the life 

of the Christian of today. 

Awakening. In chapter II of 

“Fratelli tutti”, Pope Francis under-

lines how humanity, especially 

close to the pandemic, has degen-

erated into countless selfishness: 

"Wehave grown in many aspects 

but we are illiterate in accompany-

ing, caring for and supporting the 

most fragile and weak of our devel-

oped societies. We have become 

accustomed to turning our gaze, to 

passing by, to ignoring situations 

until they touch us directly." 

This selfishness moves on several 

fronts, from national to territorial 

ones, passing through the individ-

ual, inert, passive, now rendered 

incapable of feeling that empathy 

towards one's neighbor that       

derives directly from Christ's teach-

ing. Thus, the biblical response that 

Cain addresses to the Lord, imme-

diately after the murder of his    

brother (Gen 4:9) 

"... it is the same one that we often 

give: "Am I my brother's keeper?" 

At the same time, individuals or 

agglomerations of individuals, whe-

ther entire nations or small groups, 

affirm total disengagement from 

any duty, demanding that solutions 

to any problem come from outside. 

But the Holy Father warns: 

“We must not expect everything 

from those who govern us, that 

would be childish. We enjoy a spa-

ce of co-responsibility capable of 

initiating and generating new pro-
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cesses and transformations. We 

must be an active part in the      

rehabilitation and support of 

wounded societies.” 

It is therefore a sort of intolerable 

lethargy, what modern man is    

experiencing: an attitude that goes 

from the moral to the spiritual   

level and that, at present, requires 

an urgent and conscious awake-

ning. 

Sociability. The crucial passage of 

Fratelli tutti could easily be the one 

in which Pope Francis affirms that 

man 

"... he does not come to fully recog-

nize his own truth except in the en-

counter with others" 

It is education in sociality that is 

lacking in the man of this age. This 

is demonstrated by the fact that, 

often and willingly, we hear erro-

neously defined that the life of 

Faith itself is a personal experien-

ce. Instead, it is from mutual ex-

change with one's neighbor that 

the foundations of social coexis-

tence are generated, averting le-

thargy and selfishness, distinction 

and discrimination 

"We serious humans are born on 

this earth with the same dignity. 

Differences in color, religion,       

ability, place of origin, place of resi-

dence and many others cannot be 

put before or used to justify the 

privileges of some at the expense 

of the rights of all." 

And here is the further step: recov-

ering a healthy sociability, you also 

recover the awareness of reciproc-

ity, of meeting the problems of 

others, without letting yourself be 

obsessed with personal interests 

alone, or worse take advantage of 

the goods of others. In addition, 

Pope Francis argues that the      

primary agencies of social educa-

tion can only be families, since: 

“… first place in which the values of 

love and fraternity, of coexistence 

and sharing, of attention and care 

for others, are lived and transmit-

ted. They are also the privileged 

setting for the transmission of the 

faith, beginning with those first 

simple gestures of devotion that 

mothers teach their children." 

The education to sociality, so set, 

in the medium to long term would 

result in a natural commitment to 

the care of our common home, 
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planet earth, to the point that: 

"If someone has water in surplus, 

and yet preserves it thinking of hu-

manity, it is because he has 

reached a moral level that allows 

him to go beyond himself and his 

own group of belonging." 

If the same business ventures were 

aimed at overcoming poverty,  

through the  creation of diversified 

job opportunities,  the hope of a 

real and lasting peace  would take 

shape, since it would finally be re-

alized.  

"... a global ethic of solidarity and 

cooperation at the service of a fu-

ture shaped by interdependence 

and co-responsibility in the entire 

human family". 

Interdependence. In Chapter II, the 

Holy Father quotes the passage in 

which Jesus sets out one of the 

most difficult Beatitudes to imple-

ment."I was a stranger and you 

welcomed me"(Mt 25:35), espe-

cially today it is among the most 

neglected and silent Gospel pas-

sages, because of the inconven-

ience it causes to public opinion, 

which is too accustomed to a dis-

engaged human and spiritual ex-

perience. In the next chapter, Ber-

goglio refers in some way to it, im-

plicitly exposing one of the causes 

of the migratory phenomenon 

"... The mere fact of being born in a 

place with fewer resources or less 

development does not justify that 

some people live with less dignity" 

And in chapter IV the Pope relaun-

ches: 

"Of course, the ideal would be to 

avoid unnecessary migration and 

to this end the way is to create in 

the countries of origin the concrete 

possibility of living and growing 

with dignity, so that the conditions 

forone's own integral development 

can be found there (however) the 

arrival of different people, who 

come from a different vital and cul-

tural context, is transformed into a 

gift, because "those of migrants 

are also stories of encounter be-

tween people and between cul-

tures: for the communities and so-

cieties in which they arrive they are 

an opportunity for enrichment and 

integral human development of 

all"." 

The change of perspective is evi-

dent: if we began to see the arrival 

of a migrant of different cultural 
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experience as a gift  and not as a 

burden, if as believers or members 

of the human family we began to 

feel  responsibility for the fate of 

this individual as well as his com-

patriots, in a perspective of healthy 

and real  interdependence between 

peoples, we would lay the founda-

tions of what Pope Francis and 

Imam Ahmad Al-Tayyeb signed in 

2019 in the Document on Human 

Fraternity for World Peace and 

Common Coexistence  where, reit-

erating the relationship of  indis-

putable and mutual necessity that 

elapses between West and East, 

through the exchange and dialogue 

between their respective cultures 

"The West could find in the civiliza-

tion of the East remedies for some 

of its spiritual and religious          

diseases caused by the domination 

of materialism. And the East could 

find in the civilization of the West 

many elements that can help it to 

save itself from weakness, division, 

conflict and scientific, technical and 

cultural decline."   

The conclusion that Pope Francis 

draws from it, therefore, is as    

follows.  

"Mutual aid between countries   

ultimately benefits everyone (...) 

We need to raise the awareness 

that today either we all save      

ourselves or no one is saved. The 

poverty, the degradation, the     

suffering of an area of the earth is 

a tacit breeding ground for      

problems that will eventually affect 

the whole planet."      (continue) 

Papa Francesco e l’Imam Ahmad Al-Tayyeb 
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The new Director in charge of the Magnificat 

 MAGNIFICAT  April-June 2021 

Alfonso Feola was born in Piedi-

monte Matese, in the province of 

Caserta, in 1983. After obtaining 

his diploma in Accountancy and 

Commercial Expert at the local 

technical institute, he enrolled in 

the Faculty of Communication 

Sciences at the Sapienza University 

of Rome, where he first graduated 

in Communication Sciences and 

Technologies and then in Multime-

dia Publishing and New Informa-

tion Professions. At the same time, 

he began a two-year apprentices-

hip at a sports newspaper in the 

capital, thanks to which he was   

enrolled in the Ordine dei         

Giornalisti della Campania (2014).  

After a further experience in sports 

news, Alfonso intensified his volun-

tary collaboration with clarusonli-

ne. it, the digital newspaper of Alife

-Caiazzo (his diocese of origin):   

however, the first approach to reli-

gious information had already    

occurred since 2012 when, taking 

over the management of the      

Facebook page of Ave Gratia Plena 

(the parish community of Piedi-

monte Matese where he comes 

from), he expanded the social offer 

by coordinating a network of chan-

nels ranging from Whatsapp (2017) 

to    Instagram (2018), up to Youtu-

be (2020), in order to make the       

pastoral activity accessible to the 

faithful of all age groups. 

Passionate about popular piety and 

sacred art, since 2009 Alfonso also 

has a personal channel on Youtube, 

in which he tells about the customs 

and religiosity of his homeland: in 
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2014, still in the Community of Ave 

Gratia Plena, he collaborated in the 

re-foundation of the historic Con-

fraternity of “Santa Maria della   

Libera”, while in 2017, for the     

same Community, he oversaw the 

recovery and enhancement of    

some sacred furnishings, fallen into 

disuse (hence the name of the   

exhibition "The Forgotten Saints"). 

The experience with the periodical 

"Magnificat", which began in July 

2020, continues and enriches     

Alfonso Feola's spiritual and pro-

fessional experience: offering his 

professionalism at the service of a 

Faith lived and put into practice, 

with serenity and intellectual fran-

kness, is an opportunity for him to 

contribute to the proclamation and    

witness of that Church outgoing so 

much desired by Pope Francis,   

without stopping at words, but   

using them to reflect and to       

narrate the good deeds that the 

Lord performs through the          

Servants of the Visitation.     

Furthermore, giving value to the 

two aspects that make the life of 

Faith more mature and responsible 

(spirituality and daily activity),   

avoiding sensationalism, has put 

Alfonso in immediate harmony 

with all the collaborators, thus 

guaranteeing continuity to that 

editorial path that for over 40    

years has contemplated the        

vocation, mission and identity of 

Magnificat in the Gospel of Christ. 

 

 
“Santa Maria della Libera” (wooden 

statue, 15th-16th century). Piedimonte 

Matese (Caserta), Sanctuary of Ave 

Gratia Plena. 
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In the Family 
                                by Sr. Florette Raharivololonadrasana 
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ITALY 

Santa Marinella. On April 26, in 

our retirement home "Magnificat" 

was celebrated the 99th birthday 

of Mgr. Carlo Bessonet. Mgr. Carlo 

has been our guest for eleven 

years, his presence among us is a 

gift: always positive, always         

patient, always smiling, always 

ready to understand and justify, 

always available to listen and offer 

a word of encouragement and 

god's forgiveness in the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation, in love with the 

Eucharistic celebration. Mgr. Carlo 

offers us concretely the witness of 

what it means: to become like   

children in order to enter the   

Kingdom of Heaven (cf. Mt 18:3). 

We thank the Lord and wish you a 

long life at the service of God. 

 During the month of May, 

to venerate the Virgin Mary with 

filial devotion and in preparation 

for the Solemnity of the Visitation, 

as our tradition, in every communi-

ty every day the Laurentian litanies 

are sung. In the Mother House it is 
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done by walking in procession in 

the courtyard of the house and 

ends in front of the statue of the 

Visitation with the final blessing 

given by the Chaplain or by one of 

our guest priests when they can 

participate.  

 On the occasion of the    

Solemnity of Pentecost, the follo-

wing day, May 24, the sisters of 

the mother house community pre-

sented a screenplay to represent 

the descent of the Holy Spirit on 

the Apostles gathered with Mary in 

the Upper Room. This was an     

initiative at the end of the formati-

ve year for the Community.  

May 31, in the Mother House was 

a day of solemn thanksgiving to 

God for various anniversaries: Sr. 

Ave and Sr. Joseph celebrated the 

65th anniversary of religious life; 

Sr. Cyprienne and Sr. Jennifer,    

together with other Sisters in     

various parts of the world, celebra-

ted their 25th; always in the Shrine 

were remembered all those who, 

in the Congregation, celebrated 

the decade and the renewal of 

their vows. On the evening of the 

same day a large pilgrimage of 

faithful from the two parishes of 

Santa Marinella climbed from the 

city to the hill of the Sanctuary of 

the Visitation, praying and singing 

praises to the Virgin Mary. The  

parish priests animated the prayer 

together with the laity and          

religious of the many local        

communities.  
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On June 25, Mgr. Bessonet recalled 

his 74th anniversary of priestly   

ordination. The guests and care 

staff of the nursing home shared in 

his joy and thanked the Lord for 

the gift of His Priesthood.  

On June 27,in preparation for the 

anniversary of the foundation of 

the Institute, the Mother House 

Community gathered around Jesus 

in the Eucharist for adoration     

prepared at the foot of the Statue 

of the Visitation in the courtyard of 

the house. This silent prayer lasted 

for a few hours, until the evening, 

also with the participation of the 

priests of the house and some 

guests, as well as the sisters of the 

community. 

 

 Villabona (Venice)                        

The sisters of the community of 

Villabona are engaged in various 

activities of the apostolate. Despite 

the time of the pandemic, they 

continue their service in Caritas 

where they help people who need 

both food and clothing, economic 

support to pay for utilities 

(electricity, water ...). Also, in these 

times they volunteer 3 days a week 

helping in the parish nursery 

school "Madonna della Salute" in 

Catene. Always present at the     

Caritas canteen, according to the 

shifts assigned to them.     
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On 31 May, the Community of   

Villabona celebrated the Solemnity 

of the Visitation by spiritually     

joining the Sisters of the whole 

world. The Holy Mass was celebra-

ted in the chapel of the community 

so, although there were only three 

of them, they participated in the 

special Grace of that day in             

communion with the whole 

Congregation of the Servants of 

the Visitation.   

 

San Giorgio di Piano (Bologna).  

On May 23, the Solemnity of Pen-

tecost, the community of San  

Giorgio di Piano received a great 

gift: they welcomed with great joy 

the arrival of Sr. Jerlyn Pajac as a 

new member of this community. 

She was previously a member of 

the Nairobi community in Kenya.  

In May, together with the parish 

priest and some parishioners they 

participated in the recitation of the 

Holy Rosary every evening         

outdoors in the field of the rectory 

and every Friday they recited it  

doing the tour in the village 

(itinerant rosary) joining, in this 

way, the initiative of Pope Francis.  

On May 31 on the occasion of the 

Solemnity (for us Servants) of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary of the Visita-

tion, the parish priest Don Luigi 

celebrated the Holy Mass remem-

bering in particular our religious 

family, thanking the Lord for the 

gift of the consecration of each 

Servant. During the celebration Sr. 

Jean Marie celebrated her 20th 
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and Sr. Eugenie her 10th anniver-

sary of religious life. The Eucharis-

tic celebration was very beautiful 

and participatory. After the Holy 

Mass the friends prepared a small 

refreshment to celebrate with the 

sisters. The Sisters thank the San 

Giorgio’s community, for all that 

they do for them. 

 

POLAND 
 

Bolechowice. During the month of 

May, the sisters, every evening  

after Holy Mass, celebrated        

together with the faithful of the 

parish the Marian Litanies sung, as 

a tradition of the Servants, with 

the procession around the Church. 

 The sisters, who have      

always been involved in the        

preparation/fitting of the Church 

for liturgical celebrations, on      

Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 May 

had five SS. Masses during the day 

because, due to the pandemic, 

they divided the children who    

received Holy Communion into 

groups for the first time. 

  

On May 30, Holy Mass was offered 

in a special way for our Congrega-

tion on the occasion of the feast of 

May 31. On the Solemnity of the 

Visitation, the Holy Mass was cele-

brated at 10:00 a.m. in the parish 

church of Saints Peter and Paul, 

where the sisters carry out the 

apostolate. Due to the    pandemic, 

together with the      sisters, only 

the children were able to partici-

pate in the celebration, while the 

parents remained outside to avoid 

gathering. It was a very heartfelt 

celebration. During the prayer of 

the faithful, five    children pre-

pared the intention for the sisters: 

they prayed asking that they may 

always receive God's grace in their 

service, especially for the little 

ones.  
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BRAZIL 

São Paulo - In the community of 

St. Paul during this pandemic the 

Eucharistic celebration in public 

has been canceled, but the sisters 

always have Holy Mass in their 

Chapel and offer it according to the 

intentions of the people, of all 

those who ask to pray through the 

intercession of St. Teresina, to 

whom the Shrine is dedicated. Our 

sisters continue their service of 

reception to the public in a limited 

way and accept phone calls for   

requests for prayer and spiritual 

direction.  

On 31 May, the Community,       

together with the priests of the 

Shrine, celebrated the Solemnity of 

the Visitation enlivened by the   

renewal of religious vows by        

Sr. Eliana.  

 

Jaiba. In the mission of Jaiba the 

"Progetto Vita" goes ahead with 

the help of benefactors, since with 

the proceeds of the bakery, which 

is an activity proper to this work, 

they are not enough. Before the 

pandemic, children ate in the life 

project, but now they are at home 

and both the educational and    

nutritional situation are lacking, 

even if the sisters try to help    

families in greater difficulty. There 

are many families in which adults 

have lost their jobs and this creates 

other problems, such as cases of 

depression and this makes it more 

difficult to live. To see these       
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realities there is no need to go far, 

they are also located close to our     

community. Thanks to the genero-

sity of a family that donates two 

"basic baskets" every month, our 

sisters can distribute food aid.   

Also, in Brazil there are some orga-

nizations that have humanitarian 

purposes and help various institu-

tions including the mission of the 

Servants, which act as a conduit to 

distribute basic necessities among 

the neediest. One of these organi-

zations, which is called "Servas", in 

May gave the opportunity to help 

361 people in extreme need, dona-

ting 70 basic baskets with toys for 

children. They thank the Lord     

because it is precisely through this 

aid that the missions can go        

forward.   

As for the educational activity of 

the Life Project: currently there are 

173 children and adolescents who 

attend violin and guitar courses 

online, held by 6 teenagers who 

teach as volunteers. There are also 

practical activities of various kinds 

prepared by the teachers in the 

classrooms of the Project, then the 

parents or the children themselves 

pick them up to carry out said acti-
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vities at home with the help of 

their parents.                               

 In preparation for the     

Solemnity of the Visitation on May 

31, the sisters organized a triduum, 

as a moment of prayer characteri-

zed by meditation on the word of 

God and the recitation of the Holy 

Rosary. This initiative has been 

deeply felt and participated by   

many parishioners. On May 31, 

Holy Mass was celebrated in the 

Jaiba district dedicated to the     

Visitation but, since there is still no 

church, the Holy Mass was celebra-

ted under a tent, with the partici-

pation of numerous people. Sr. 

Claudia Sandia celebrated her 25th 

anniversary of religious life and 

was a significant witness for      

everyone. After the Eucharistic   

celebration, there was a fraternal 

refreshment/agape for all the    

participants.  

 

CAMERUN 

Evodoula. In the community of 

Evodoula, in preparation for the 

Solemnity of the Visitation of      

Mary, the sisters undertook to live 

the month of May with greater   

attention to charity, making them-
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selves close to the loneliest people. 

One of these initiatives is the      

recitation of the Holy Rosary with 

the elderly in their homes.                     

On  31 May the two communities 

met to celebrate together the    

Solemnity of the Visitation. The 

Holy Mass was celebrated in the 

Chapel of the mission and was    

followed by a fraternal agape. The 

Sisters of Evodoula have received a 

precious gift from the NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION "I Girasoli" of    

Bologne: a high quality microscope 

and a new birth bed for the        

Dispensary. This is equipment that 

will make it possible to improve 

the quality of service to the sick.  

 

Kribi.                                                   

On June 24, at the end of the 

school year, the children of the 

diocesan nursery school dedicated 

to St. Joseph, together with their 

parents and teachers, participated 

in the Holy Mass of thanksgiving 

for the good results obtained by all 

the students. The children gave 

their parents the elaborates      

prepared during the year and our 

sr. Fleur made the children happy 

by giving each of them a present.   
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SOLOMON ISLANDS      

Nusabaruku. In preparation 

for the celebration of the 60th an-

niversary of the diocese of Gizo,

(1966-2026) the Bishop, Mons.  

Luciano Capelli, Salesian, has      

announced a five-year journey of 

preparation, which opened with an 

itinerant journey of the Paschal 

candle and a cross through the   

various parishes and communities. 

Travelling by ship among the many 

islands that make up the territory 

of the diocese, the candle and the 

cross stimulate pastoral life and 

revive the evangelizing fire of    

every baptized person. 

The pilgrimage began last April 14 

in the cathedral "San Pietro" of 

Gizo with the blessing of the      

candle and the Jubilee cross, and 

their official delivery to the        

pastoral team in charged by Mons. 

Capelli, and ended the third week 

of May. 

"Baptized, consecrated and sent 

for the missions" is the theme that 

will mark the anniversary of the 

Diocese of Gizo, a theme that 

wants to remind every lay faithful 

of his responsibility in building the 

Kingdom of God, for a new society, 
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a new community, a new family.  

The four sisters of the Servants of 

the Visitation community are    

constantly engaged in taking care 

of the children, young people, 

women and adults of this village of 

Kiribati, a work of evangelization 

and education in the good life of 

the Gospel through daily activities 

and also the organization of special 

moments. A beautiful witness is 

the collaboration with the Sisters 

Daughters of Mary Help of      

Christians who live in Gizo, but also 

with other religious communities 

of the Diocese. Immediately after 

the celebration of Easter, Sr. Alice 

together with a Dominican Sister, 

went to the island of Nila for a 

week, to hold a seminar on "family 

and life". This is the beauty of the 

Church: fraternal communion in 

the common divine sonship, at the 

service of the People of God. 

Thank you to our Father in heaven! 

On 31 May the village of Nusabaru-

ku had the joy of welcoming       

Bishop Luciano who presided at 

the Eucharistic celebration for the 

Solemnity of the Visitation. The 

Holy Mass was animated by the 

"Magnificat Choir" composed of 

very young singers. To complete 

the feast everyone participated in 

the fraternal agape organized in 

the magnaba in front of the 

church, with the cutting of the    

cake.   

 

MADAGASCAR 

Mahitsy. In the community of   

Mahitsy, among the various activi-

ties carried out by the sisters,    

health pastoral care occupies a 

particular value. Through the Insti-

tute's own dispensary, the          

Servants of the Visitation offer care 

and assistance to all, especially the 

poor. They also welcome women 

who have recently experienced 

women so that they can rest for a 

few days after the birth of the 

child, in an assisted environment. 

The sisters also take care of       

malnourished and orphaned      

children, distribute milk and other 

foods, especially to children and 

the elderly alone.                                     

In the territory of Mahitsy many 

women suffer injustice and are   

often forced to live on the streets. 

With God's grace and the help of 

benefactors, the religious 
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community was able to welcome 

one of them and give her a smile. 

After 6 months spent here, she 

was given a small capital to start a 

shop and thus earn what she nee-

ded to take care of her 2 children. 

This young mother is slowly ente-

ring society in a more dignified 

way. Thank you to all those who 

continue to support us spiritually 

and materially to carry out this 

mission. Our "grandparents" and 

our "children" have what they 

need to dress, thanks to the 

container they sent from Salerno. 

May the Lord reward a hundred-

fold for the smile he allows to give 

to the little ones and neediest. 

 On May 31, the Sisters also 

had the joy of celebrating the     

Solemnity of the Visitation, even if 

it happened at a particular time for 

Madagascar, due to the pandemic. 

The Eucharistic celebration took 

place in the Parish Church and was 

a thanksgiving to the Lord for the 

marvels he has accomplished and 

continues to accomplish in this reli-

gious family of ours. Together with 

the Guardians of the Visitation and 

the Priests, the Community shared 

joy during lunch, with traditional 

songs and dances such as "Hira Ga-

sy" which never fails on this impor-

tant day for the Congregation of 

the Servants of the Visitation.  
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Bevalala.  

The Community of Bevalala brings 

together in a common journey of 

life: the sisters, the educational 

activity in the school, the service to 

poor families and, in a particular 

way, the reception of children/ 

adolescents in the "Magnificat 

educational center" who live in the 

house of the sisters waiting for the 

work of the building built            

specifically to welcome them to be 

completed.  

 

   PHILIPPINES 

Manila. The Manila commu-

nity goes ahead in its mission     

despite the pandemic, in complian-

ce with the provisions of the            

state's law.   Since it is forbidden, 

as everywhere, to do the gathering 

then some activities are carried out 

via zoom such as the "Value       

Formation" for some boys and the 

catechism for children. 

In the month of May the sisters 

animated the traditional "Flores of 

Mayo" which consists in offering 

flowers to Mary through the recita-

tion of the Holy Rosary, after the 

catechism. In parish, before the 



 

39  MAGNIFICAT  April-June 2021 

catechism, the sisters prepared 

packages of cooked food to give to 

the participating children. 

Occasionally are visited by them, 

some elderly people who ask for it, 

because many avoid receiving   

people as they fear the contagion 

the COVID 19. Even the sisters are 

careful for this same reason. They 

are helping some poor sick people 

in their medical care by reporting 

them to the acquaintance doctors 

who are available to visit for free 

and to some friends for financial 

help to perform laboratory tests. 

Sometimes with the financial help 

of the Missionary Group of the   

parish of S. Eustorgio in Milan, the   

sisters prepare packages contain-

ing rice, canned meat, sugar,       

coffee and noodles and distribute 

them to the poor families they     

assist. With the help of the afore-

mentioned Missionary Group, they 

financed with a small capital of 3 

thousand pesos, 5 families eager to 

start a small commercial activity to 

support their lives and actually 

managed to earn something, even 

if little, at least to be able to buy 

food, as they themselves tell. The 

sisters of the community are truly 

grateful to all the volunteers of the 

parish of Sant'Eustorgio who      

collaborate with   our mission. 

Assiduous is the collaboration with 

the Parish "Our Lady of Fatima" in 

preparing packages containing 

food and then also in the distribu-

tion to the poor of the parish.                          

Our three sisters are also engaged 

in cooking activities to sell what-

they have packaged and thus col-

lect a small fund to support various 

expenses. 

It helps nor even 33 boys who 

study online using their mobile 

phone to be able to access the 

internet and follow the lessons. 

They are helped through some 

benefactors who charge their mo-

bile phone every week, in addition 

some of them are available to offer 

themselves an after-school always 

online, to help do their homework. 

Monthly the sisters offer, via 

zoom, a "Value Formation" to 

some students on topics concern-

ing the person and also spirituality. 

They participate together with 

their moms. We thank the Good 

God who involves us in his work 

and uses us as instruments to build 
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his kingdom in this world and 

thanks to our Mother of the       

Visitation who always intercedes 

for us. 

Borongan. Sr. Rubi from the com-

munity of Borongan tells us: "As a 

tradition here in Philippine, in the 

month of May we have the custom 

of paying homage to Our Mother 

Mary by reciting every day the 

Holy Rosary guided by our children 

then offering her flowers and recit-

ing a prayer of invocation in the 

name of Mary. Being still in times 

of pandemic, we prayed every day 

in the mission and only every Sat-

urday the boys from outside par-

ticipated to, and then concluded 

after prayer with a good snack. To 

make the Guardians of the Visita-

tion participate, every day we re-

cite the Holy Rosary offering it for 

the intention of one of them in 

turn. If it is possible for them to 

participate in prayer in person and, 

as an expression of gratitude, they 

also bring us snacks for all of us. 

 Every day of the month of 

May we also sang, as in all our 

communities, together with our 

children and boys, the Laurentian 

litanies in Latin .... even our little 

ones now know how to pray to the 

Latino!   
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During the Novena of the Visitation 

some available priests came to   

celebrate in our Chapel. 

 On May 31, since the      

Government has banned gathe-

rings of people, Bishop Crispin   

Varquez made himself available to 

celebrate the Holy Mass in the hall 

of the mission. In this occasion Sr. 

Nida and I have also celebrated our 

25thanniversary of religious profes-

sion. Together with our Bishop he 

concelebrated a Salesian priest, Fr. 

Al, who was present during our 

first profession in 1996. At that   

time, he was still a spiring and was 

17 years old. He told us: "I was a 

witness of your first religious     

profession and now I am a priest as 

a witness of your 25th anniversary 

of your religious life"! Some     

Guardians of the Visitation also 

participated and renewed their 

promises, according to the Statutes 

of the Statute of the Lay Associa-

tion. We give thanks to God becau-

se all the people who participated, 

about 70, were healthy, without 

viruses, I prayed so much to the 

Lord that he would protect us from 

contagion, especially for our       

children. Magnificat!  

 As every year, according to 

our rule, we did a week of spiritual 

exercises at the convent of the  

Sisters of the Presentation of     

Maria, in Camada, Maydolong."   

 
    KENYA 

Nairobi. In preparation and on the 

occasion of the first religious      

profession of ten Novices, in the 

House of Formation   in Nairobi, on 

June 12 they welcomed with joy 

the arrival of Mother General Sr. 

Maddalena together with Sr.      

Clarissa. After more than a year of 

absence due to the pandemic, this 

canonical visitation has been much 

awaited by both sides. The         

moments spent together with the 

whole community were joyful, 

both solemn and daily life, which 

made it possible to get to know 

each other a little better and to 

share the preciousness of fraternal 

relations with simplicity, delicacy 

and attention, in accordance with 

the Charism of the Visitation. In 

the house of formation everything, 

even the smallest gestures, express 
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the desire and commitment to live 

according to the Gift of God.        

 During Vespers on June 25, 

three Postulants entered the      

Novitiate, so that the number of 

Novices, for a few hours, rose to 

19, until the following day when 

ten made the First Religious Vows. 

 Saturday 26th  the Holy 

Mass was presided over by our  

bishop of the Diocese of Nyahuru-

ru Mgr. Joseph Mbatia who        

traveled to Nairobi precisely to  

give the Community this joy and 

with him they concelebrated six 

other priests close to our sisters: 

the parish priest of Ol Moran Don 

Giacomo Basso with Fr. Vittorio 

missionary from Venice, one of the 

Claretian Fathers and the superior 

of the Camillian Community both 

our neighbors in Nairobi, Fr. Firmin 

of the Missionary Institute of     

Yarumal and Fr. Pietro Canossian.  

It is the first time that the rite of 

religious profession has been     

celebrated in Nairobi and, because 

of the pandemic, with a small   

number of people, limited to the 

parents and close relatives of the 

newly professed from Kenya. Were 

also present the sisters of the Com-

munity of Ol Moran, with the ex-

ception of those who remained at 

the mission to take care of our chil-

dren. On that day all the sisters, 

from every community in the 

world, came together to thank the 

Lord for the gift of these 10 new 

sisters who, with such generosity 

and joy, gave their lives to the 

Lord, eager to collaborate in     
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building his Kingdom of love,       

justice and peace", bringing to all 

the smile of God" as our Foundress 

Mother Vincent teaches us.  

Another significant event that put 

us in intense spiritual harmony was 

the celebration, in every communi-

ty, of the 34th anniversary of the 

foundation of our religious family, 

on June 29. After these "great 

events" the canonical visit conti-

nued with the sharing of the ordi-

nary life of the house of formation,   

which is ordinary only in appearan-

ce as every moment is lived with 

that inner tension towards 

"Someone" that is to be discovered 

and known, within oneself, in 

others, in daily events. .... with a 

look stretched forward, towards 

the supreme Good to which one 

can direct one's life. The formation 

of postulants and novices also    

includes times and moments of 

service to the poorest and the sick: 

in the slums of Kibera, in prison 

and towards those people who, in    

various ways, the Lord puts on our 
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way. During the week, a sister in 

charge is permanently responsible 

for following the most difficult    

situations and in need of continued 

support.  

 

Ol Moran - On 31May the Commu-

nity celebrated the Solemnity of 

the Visitation by sharing joy with 

the children of the Casa Magnificat 

and it was true and great joy for 

all. 

After two days of arrival in Nairobi, 

Sr. Maddalena and Sr. Clarissa, 

went to Ol Moran to spend a week 

with the sisters of that community. 

Despite the shortness of the       

period, they had the opportunity 

to experience the various activities 

of the apostolate: the educational/

welfare activity of disabled and/or 

malnourished children living in the 

Magnificat house; the visit to the 

sick in their homes; visit to the   

special unit for the disabled of the 

state school, attended by some of 

our children; visit to the Dispen-

sary; brief meeting with the young 

people welcomed in "Hekima", the 

student residence built by the    

parish priest of Ol Moran; visit to 

the school "Tumaini", also of the     

Parish. The apostolate that most 

absorbs the attention of the reli-

gious community is that of our   

children, given their condition of 

fragility, but the sisters dedicate 
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themselves with enthusiasm and 

creativity and the results are      

evident: all the little ones are lively 

and smiling, they have developed 

unthinkable skills such as drawing, 

preparing small sweets, watching 

TV with interest, participating in 

group games, singing and dancing, 

according to the abilities of each 

one ...... for the sustenance of the 

children and the community, the 

sisters are dedicated to the breed-

ing of two dairy cows, numerous 

chickens and as many rabbits; very 

productive, if the rain comes     

generous, is the cultivation of corn 

and beans. The sisters also actively 

participate in the life of the parish 

by collaborating with the parish 

priest Don Giacomo Basso.        

 On June 21, during the 

return   journey from Ol Moran to 

Nairobi, the Sisters were welco-

med by the Bishop of Nyahururu, 

Mgr. Joseph Mbatia, at his new 

residence. It was very welcoming: 

after offering breakfast he accom-

panied the sisters visiting the     

various rooms of the house and 

also in the surrounding land. It was 

a very edifying "family" meeting, to 

increase knowledge and bond with 

the Pastor of the local Church.  

 Two other stops were at 

the Ol'Kalou Center, in the town of 

the same name, where the Little 

Daughters of St. Joseph sisters are 

dedicated of the care and rehabili-

tation of disabled children. Three 

of our little girls are currently     

welcomed here.                                                 

Very interesting was then the visit 

to the Hospital of North Kinangop 

where our sisters met the founder 

Fr. Sandro Borsa and Dr. Mutunga, 

both particularly close to our       

religious congregation. That was a 

good opportunity to thank them 
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for all the good we constantly    

receive from them.  
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INSIGHTS  

OUR BISHOPS VISIT US 

Assisi (Italy).  

 On May 8, the Bishop of 

Assisi, Mgr. Domenico Sorrentino, 

went to Mora di Assisi to visit our 

community that lives in the Hermi-

tage of St. Mary in the Visitation. 

This was the second Pastoral Visit 

of Archbishop Sorrentino to the 

Diocese of Assisi. He prayed with 

the Sisters in the Chapel of the 

house and then talked with them 

for about an hour encouraging the 

Sisters to live the Charism of the 

Visitation as it responds to the   

current needs of the Church. Today 

we cannot wait for people to move 

to go to church to participate in 

the life of the parish, but it is      

necessary that religious/priests go 

to meet families in their homes, 

starting with the most available 

ones, to bring the Word of God, 

also trying to reunite more families 

together.  This is the experience of 

evangelization of the "Families of 

the Gospel" that Mgr. Sorrentino 

has initiated in his Diocese for     

some years, in the desire and   

commitment to rekindle the flame 
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of faith in the hearts of as many 

people as possible. He encouraged 

us, as a Congregation, to do the 

same.  

Evodoula (Camerun).  

 Sunday, May 16, the bishop 

of Obala, S.E.R. Mons. Sosthène 

Léopold Bayemi Matjei went for 

the pastoral visit to the community 

of the Servants of the Visitation 

together with other priests of the 

parish. All together they sang the 

Lades and Marian Litanies in the 

chapel of the community. It was a 

morning of encounter, joy and   

fraternal sharing, in the spirit of 

Mary visiting St Elizabeth.  

Obala - Camerun.   Our Bishops meet 

 A beautiful witness of     

ecclesial communion has been   

offered to us by our Bishops: Mgr. 

Sosthène Léopold Bayemi Matjei of 

the Diocese of Obala and Mgr.   

Damase Zinga Atangana of the   

Diocese of Kribi. On Friday, July 9, 

the latter was invited to Obala to 

inaugurate the school of the       

Cathedral of which he himself had 

begun work at the time when he 

was vicar general of that diocese 

and rector of the Cathedral of  

Obala. The following day, the same 

Mgr. Damase ordained the        

Deacons and Priests of the Diocese 

of Obala in the parish of       

Mbandjock.  
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WE GREET OUR “SHEPHERD”  

WITH GRATITUDE 

With surprise and not a little       

regret, on May 5 we learned the 

news of the renunciation of the 

pastoral government of the Dioce-

se of Porto-Santa Rufina by our 

Bishop Gino Reali who for 19 years 

has accompanied the life of the 

Diocese, but in a particular way 

also of our Community of the    

Mother House in Santa Marinella.  

He witnessed the most significant 

events of our Institute: the solemn 

celebrations of 31 May and 8     

December, during the religious 

profession of our Sisters and the 

anniversaries of consecration, the 

25th anniversary of the foundation 

of the Institute in 2003; the Jubilee 

of Mercy which also involved the 

Sanctuary of the Visitation, as well 

as for the Diocesan Jubilee for the 

900th anniversary of the birth of 

the Diocese of Porto-Santa Rufina 

"Ex Duabus Una". We also remem-

ber the visits of Bishop Gino to the 

many priests, diocesan and         

religious, guests of our 

"Magnificat" retirement home. 

We are also grateful to our Bishop 

for his appreciation of Consecrated 

Life and for his commitment to 

bringing together the many        

religious institutes of the Diocese 

at the most significant moments of 

the liturgical year.     

 Our prayer will continue to 

accompany Bishop Gino with the 

memory of the heart and we are 

certain, because he promised it, 

that he will remember all of us: "I 

will take you with me and the     

absence of the weight of responsi-

bility will  allow me even more to   

remember you all in prayer". 

THANK YOU, Mons. Gino!       
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    ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDATION 

 On 29 June, the Solemnity of Sts Peter and Paul the Apostles, all the 

Communities of our Congregation raised to God a song of praise and thanks-

giving for the 43rd anniversary of the birth of our religious family. A thank 

you that began in the Solomon Islands at the dawn of the new day and 

ended with the setting of the sun in the communities of Brazil. During the 

Holy Mass all the Sisters, professed perpetual and Juniores, renewed their 

consecration to God as Servants of the Visitation. Each one expressed his 

own creativity, both in the animation of the Liturgy and in that of the      

Community, as can be seen from the images received from each nation.  

Santa Marinella (Italy) 
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Santa Marinella (Italy) 
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San Paolo (Brasile) 

Nairobi (Kenya) 
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Evodoula (Camerun)  Nusabaruku 

Manila (Filippine) 
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Borongan (Filippine) 

Polonia 
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A HISTORY OF MISSION 

 

Solidarity rekindles 

hope.  For those 

who live in countries 

where daily life    

requires courage 

a n d  h e r o i s m         

because of poverty, 

it is not uncommon 

to have experiences 

"of miracles of   

charity", because 

Love is the true 

source of life, where 

everything arrives 

renews in good.  

Witnesses of this are our Sisters who live in the various missions. From our 

young people in formation in Nairobi we received the story about the    

situation of three children from Kibera, Fabian 17, Mary 10 and Adrian 8, 

who lost their mother, who died three years ago from cancer, while their 

father abandoned them. They are thus left alone, exposed to all the risks of 

abuse and deviance deriving from the place where they live.  Extreme      

poverty prevented them from being able to attend school and to feed   

themselves properly, in fact only the older brother worked as an apprentice 

in a car wash obtaining the equivalent of one euro a day. In fact, Fabian had 

in his heart the desire to become a doctor! The dreams of these children for 

a bright future seemed obscured and they were losing hope of having better 

living conditions, but Providence began to take the first steps towards them 

through the generosity of their neighbours: a family, consisting of two      

parents, Mrs. Joyce and her husband, suffering from AIDS, with 6 children 

and also a sister of Joyce who attends secondary school. This family has 
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taken care of them despite the fact that they are already facing challenges to 

provide basic necessities to their children. This heroic example of charity 

challenges the conscience of all of us.  

Our sisters made this story known to their spiritual director, Don Felice, a 

Salesian, who in a week managed to inform someone and so he was able to 

send Mary, Adrian and one of Joyce's children to school. Now the smile is 

back on the children's faces.... although: who can replace the love of         

parents? Let us pray for them and for their dreams, that God may guide 

them and reward Joyce's family for having been able to open her heart to 

those in need.  

True Friendship  

 Our Sisters of Nairobi, through 

the help of Italian benefactors, have had 

the opportunity to have a young man, 

named Sunday, who risks losing the use 

of his legs, operate in Neurosurgery. In 

the post-operative course, which caused 

the patient intense pain during his stay in 

intensive care, his suffering and         

loneliness was alleviated by the presence 

of a friend of his, named Stephen, who 

was next to him day and night. The latter, speaking with our sisters who   

expressed their gratitude to him, said: "When God calls you to help      

someone, do it without waiting for "payment" and without showing every-

one that you “are so generous", but you do everything only for love".  

These are expressions that are surprising, because they are spoken by a   

person without culture and who lives in the Slum of Kibera in Nairobi. The 

sisters say that: "Stephen is always kind to us whenever we take Sunday to 

the hospital, he is always available, and this time he left his wife sick, with a 

little girl in the house, but he has heard that his friend Sunday is also part of 

his life and part of his journey". 
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On April 8, Jeanne d'Arc, mother of Sr. M. Paulette, died in Madagascar    

On April 11, Blandine, mother of Sr. Veronique, died in Madagascar 

On April 29, Avelina, mother of Sr. Venancia, died in the Philippines        

 

Even if some time has 

passed, we wish to      

remember with deep 

gratitude "mamma 

Luigia” that on February 

23rd c.a. he left this 

world. As long as her 

health allowed her, she 

was an active collabora-

tor of the Missionary 

Group of the parish of 

Sant'Eustorgio in Milan, 

together with her son 

Luigi, who took loving 

care of her until the last 

moment of her life. 

Mamma Luigia was an important tool for the life of our missions and we now 

want to think of her in the joy of Paradise, where she will certainly continue 

to watch over our missionary Sisters.   

On the morning of May 19, Sr. Margherita Marchione, at the age of 99, went 

to heaven in the Mother House of the American Province of the Philippine 

Pious Teachers in Morristown (NJ) USA. Sister Margherita, who called herself 
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the Advocate of Pope Pius XII, was known throughout the world and in 

Rome had held conferences in the Sala Marconi of Vatican Radio, in the 

Chamber of Deputies and in the Capitol where she had read and delivered 

her LETTER TO THE ROMANS. Prof. Spinelli, secretary of Sr. Margherita,    

recalls that: "the Municipality of Santa Marinella conferred Honorary Citizen-

ship to Sr. Margherita, who had here erected the monument with the bust of 

Pope Pius XII, blessed in St. Peter's Square by Pope Ratzinger, and placed in 

the park of the Sanctuary of Santa Maria della Visitazione, with the naming 

of the Garden to "POPE PIUS XII AND THE RIGHTEOUS OF THE WORLD", 

blessed by H.E. Rev.ma Card. Angelo Sodano". She had a sincere friendship 

and esteem for Mother Vincenza, who shared with her filial love for the    

Angelic Pastor.  

 



Would you like to support  

MISSIONARY INITIATIVES 

of the Servants of the Visitation? 

With your contribution, you  could support families in need at a distance, 
finance emergencies and projects, start construction sites and many other inititives!   

 

GIVE US A HAND  YOU TOO, BY PAYING YOUR CONTRUBUTION ON THE 

C/C BANCARIO 
IT 88 S 08327 39410 000000000667 

Registred to “LUCE DEL TABOR” ONLUS 

The amount of the offer is deductible at the time of the tax return 

THANK YOU! 



 
 

 

 

 
 

N.B. To receive the declaration for the purposes of tax deduction is necessary to 
include in the transfer your personal details (place and date of birth, fiscal code, 
address of residence), or communicate them by mail, writing to  

lucedeltabor.onlus@gmail.com   

 

DONATE YOUR 5 PER MILLE TO 

 

"LUCE DEL TABOR" 
The “Onlus delle Ancelle della 

Visitazione” committed to 
promoting a new civilization 

inspired by the values of the Gospel 
in the countries of the South of the 

world 
 

 FISCAL CODE 

91054430 581  


