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LETTERA 

Dearest(s)  

After the long break of a 

year, the "Magnificat" returns to 

the streets of the Globe to reach 

the Sisters, Guardians and 

Friends in the various countries. 

The Pandemic, still 

present, forbids people to move 

and travel, but the Song of the 

Virgin cannot be blocked, just as 

the complexity of the present 

time cannot prevent the 

homonymo us periodic from 

continuing to carry the 

proclamation of Hope and Joy in 

the five continents.  

First of all, I would like to 

share our gratitude to the Lord 

for having so far spared all our 

communities from infection, so that we can all continue to serve, especially in this 

time, the most fragile and most distressed people. 

Our Mother Vincenza turned ninety-one on March 9th and, thank God, she is 

in good health. It is a precious gift that the Lord gives to all of us Servants of the 

Visitation, for the Presence of the Foundress is the continuous source of that special 

Grace of Charism that she first received, and continues to receive, from God. 

The Charism of the Visitation, wrote Mother Vincenza, is a "missionary 

charism" therefore, through the humble instrument that is the periodic 

"Magnificat", we wish to bring the "Joy and Christian Hope that had their beginning 

on the hill of Ain Karim" to those who await the Word that saves and gives Life. 

We are living the month dedicated to the Angels,  messengers between God 

and men, guardians and guides in all our steps, but also a month full of significant 

Marian dates: the Nativity of Mary, on September 8th, an event that fulfills the 
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promise announced by God since the creation of the world (Protoevangelium Gn. 

3.15) in view of the birth of our Savior and Redeemer. On this day we remember 

with gratitude to God and the Church the gift of the Pontifical Recognition to our 

Congregation, in 1999;the Holy Name of Mary, on September 12th, the name that 

"after the name of Jesus is thesweetest, most powerful name, name before which 

the Angels bow reverently, the earth cheers, hell trembles";    Blessed Virgin Mary 

of sorrows, on September 15.  She who believed, the most holy Virgin Mary, is for us 

a model, guidance, protection and consolation in the journey of life. She, even under 

the cross of her crucified Son, continued to believe and hope, until the mystery of 

Salvation had its fulfillment with the Resurrection of Christ. Let us entrust ourselves 

to her, who can intercede for us and guide us on the good path that leads to Heaven 

and thus live in serenity and fullness of Christian joy. 

Let us support each other with prayer, because to salvation and holiness we 

get there by walking together.... 

With feelings of fraternity, I wish everyone a serene start to the social year, 

with those new ways that civil institutions, the Church and our creativity will 

indicate to us, in tune with the new way of life imposed by circumstances. 

     Sr. Maddalena Ergasti 
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 VISITING WITH MARY 

The context in which the Gospel of the 

Visitation fits is the one immediately after 

the Annunciation: Jesus is conceived, Mary 

has accepted the Word and the Word has 

become flesh and this meeting gives a new 

impetus to the Virgin who rises, sets out on 

her journey. This is what the meeting of the 

Word in us accomplishes: it makes us rise 

again; it drives us to go out. As Pope Francis 

says: he sends us to the peripheries. God 

meets us, calls us, sends us.   

Mary carries within herself the embodied 

Word and it is He who gives. This living 

presence is not just for her. The Word of 

God in us pushes us "towards." To where? 

Towards the mountain, that is, towards the 

place where, in the Bible, the encounter with 

God takes place. It is he who can make her understand the meaning of what has 

happened to her. Mary goes and Elizabeth answers.  

This also happens in our lives when we seek God out of us, in events, in people and 

we find it within ourselves. St. Augustine writes in his Confessions: 

"Late I loved you, beauty so old and so new, late I loved you. yes, because you were 

inside me and me outside. There I was looking for you ... You were with me, and I 

wasn't with you.... You called me, and your cry broke my deafness... and yearn for 

your peace" (10, 27, 38) 

God comes to live in us and makes us his tent as he did with Mary. Mother Vincenza 

in Vademecum says: "Mary, a contemplative virgin, the one who was able to 

welcome and meditate in her heart all that she heard and saw in her Son and Lord 

.... Mary not only pondered the Word and the life of her Son, but adhered to it 

vitally with full faith, co-responsibility, and love. After welcoming Jesus into her 

womb, she carries Him with "solicitude to the brothers. Following her example, we 

too are called to bring "with promptness" to our brothers and sisters the joy of 

salvation as "Witnesses of Christ to the ends of the earth" (Vademecum p. 76). 
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We are therefore invited to look for God on the mountain of his Word, of readings, 

of the Eucharist and then to go "towards", bringing him within us. But this must be 

done not once, twice, but always. 

And from this journey comes the encounter and from the encounter comes joy 

because God has visited his people, God is now the Emmanuel, God with us. But you 

cannot stop here: when you meet Jesus, you want to bring him and when you bring 

him, you meet His presence in the other and this leads to the explosion of joy: the 

Magnificat! Elizabeth has blessed Mary; Mary blesses the Lord. It is God who acts in 

every situation, it is God who entrusts Mary with her Son and therefore the whole 

humanity that Mary will continue to generate under the cross, when the Son 

entrusts her with the Church. So, from this deep communion with God we create a 

relationship and a meeting of love that extends to humanity so that we will be 

driven to go out of ourselves to announce it. Mary remains to serve; she lives the 

service of charity in the humility and simplicity of every day because every moment 

belongs to him.  

Mother Vincenza says: "Every man's life begins with a call from God: to existence, to 

faith, to play a particular and personal role in life ... Mary is a shining example, for us 

consecrated, of Faith and love ... Mary is the first apostle of the Christian era! It's the 

ultimate apostle! She is the Mother and Queen of the Apostles of all time" 

(Vademecum p. 79). Call to look at her, to imitate her in her full docility to God, 

availability, fidelity, all of us Christians called to prolong over time the solicitous and 

caring service, moved by love only, a service that brings only that Christ Word that 

has become life in us and through us to reach all those who meet each one in his 

particular reality.  With Mary, like Mary! Magnificat!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

THE VOICE OF SILENCE 
 
It is not that of the empty stadiums of 
the "god" balloon, but that of our 
classrooms, of our places of catechism 
and oratorical activities. In recent 
months it has been a "voice" heard, 
lived, thanks to the media that allowed 
us to see, to talk, to confront each other 
and to be together "at a distance". 
However, it is not the same as being 
together in a classroom, on a field or in 
a salon and experiencing the physical 
presence of our boys, of their shouting, 
of their games, of being there with all the effort that this entails. We run the risk of 
getting used to this distance that distances us, that deforms us, that obscures our 
true identity, and no longer makes us taste sincerity and frankness, the way we really 
are.  Behind a video or in front of a web camera you have the feeling of being in a 
fiction and the risk of "fiction" is not hypothetical. It is clear that the conditions of 
the moment impose this communicative mode, but there is also a greater effort to 
live a relational normality made of soul and body. It is precisely the effort that needs 
to be made, in the institutional forums, so that the school is not the Cinderella of 
choices if they are ever angry at the last moment, but is placed at the center of 
attention and becomes a priority in the economic and social decisions of those 
responsible for the common good. And this also applies to our parishes, beginning to 
think about how to reactivate the 
service of catechisms, training, 
aggregation for our children and 
young people together with 
families. There are no pre-
established recipes or pre-packaged 
projects. Much is entrusted to the 
imagination of the animators and to 
the responsibility of those who are 
called to lead our communities that 
need to find themselves, to rebuild 
themselves as a "family of families" and to grow by fostering human, social and 
spiritual relationships that act as a yeast for a new story in the path of social and 
ecclesiastical life. I do not think it is anachronistic to think of that Don Lorenzo Milani 
who in Barbiana developed an innovative and never-before-seen educational 
method, in which the school was open, seven days a week, and the goals and 
methods were shared with the students, adapting to their rhythms of life. The 
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educational emergency is the one facing Don Milani when he arrives in Barbiana, 
and gradually he developed a real educational method. His motto was "I care", that 
is, "I care", everything interests me, everything is important, nothing is indifferent to 
me; For him, being a teacher meant worrying about the needs of each student and 
helping him through dialogue to give him all the learning tools, along with a general 
awareness of his position in society. Today it is indisputable that there is an 
educational emergency, certainly different from that of the 1960s, and therefore 
new educational strategies need to be developed. Today, young people are the 
mirror even more of the frailties of our so-called "liquid" society: liquefied in 
emotional relationships; washed out in knowledge and culture; out of social 
engagements. "They are prey to the beautiful sirens that attract them, their new 
Ulysses, in search of so many mirages." New strategies are therefore also imposed at 
the ecclesiastical level, if ever recovering that educational imperative, dear to Don 
Bosco, to help children and young people to become active citizens of tomorrow: 
"The aim is to gather young people to make them honest citizens by making them 
good Christians". And the voice of silence will turn into a mighty free song, a song of 
hope. 
13.06.2020                                                                                                         
   Mons. Mario Salerno 
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The search for meaning.... 

from precariousness to Christian Hope (Psalm 38) 

The man of Psalm 38 is a 

believer who suffers physically, 

because of a serious illness, and 

morally, for the humiliations he 

receives. He sets out to live in 

silence this experience of pain 

and anguish in order to prevent 

evil people from being able to 

draw criticism and contempt for 

God, but also because he is 

terrified of grief. (vv. 2-3) 

Despite this intention, the 

prosperous condition of the 

wicked who enjoys in an 

arrogant way and who seems to 

go unpunished, exasperates to such an extent the right suffering that he gives vent 

to the conflicting feelings that he tries to contain and that burn like fire inside him, 

until it becomes a fire: "... then I spoke." (v. 4)  

Let this openness and this word be blessed, because it will help the Psalmist 

to turn to God to present to him "how much he is passing in his heart and mind", 

this will also help him to "make clarity" while expressing the questions of meaning 

dormant in the depths of his being. 

This kind of "meditation aloud" (vv. 5-7) expressed by the praying person of 

the psalm involves us and makes us share in his inner labor to arrive together to 

recognize the reality of man on this earth.  

The Psalmist describes human existence as "nothing before God." every man 

"like a shadow", like "a breath" who lives agitating to accumulate goods that will go 

to others. This awareness makes a "request for  meaning" to God gush from the 

speaker's heart:  "Reveal me, Lord, my end; what is the extent of my days and I will 

know how short my life is." (v. 5) This request finds completeness and depth in 

https://www.google.it/url?sa=i&url=https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salmo_37&psig=AOvVaw1F5C-iByu7cOfNxKVqGnRG&ust=1602014991993000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIDxjoKjnuwCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
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Psalm 89.12:  "Teach us to count our days and we will come to the Wisdom of the 

Heart.". 

It does not help us and we do not need to rebel, it is instead human to ask for 

help from God, the only one that can teach us to understand and penetrate the 

deep sense of our creaturely limit that we all experience. 

Manifest his feelings and be aware of reality, the Psalmist raises a prayer of 

supplication: "Now, what am I waiting for, Lord? In you my hope" (see 8). Existential 

infirmity can only be healed in abandonment in God. He asks to be freed from his 

faults (v.9) and returns to silence, but in this case it is a silence full of confidence in 

God's action (v. 10), accomplished according to divine logic: "Casting his sin you 

correct man" (v. 12)....divine pedagogy that St. Paul helps us to understand: "It is for 

your correction that you suffer! God treats you like children; and what is the child 

that is not corrected by the father?  If,on the other hand, you have not been 

corrected, while everyone has had their share, you are illegitimate, not children!After 

all, we have had our earthly fathers as educators and respected them; will we not 

submit much more to Heavenly Father in order to have life? They corrected us for a 

few days, as they seemed; God, on the other hand, does so for our own good, in 

order to make us share in his holiness.  Of course, at the moment, every correction 

does not seem to cause joy, but sadness; after, however, it brings a fruit of peace 

and justice to those who have been trained by it.".(Eb12, 7-11) 

In the next verse the prayer becomes an invocation (v. 13) and the Psalmist 

asks God to be welcomed not as a child, but as a stranger, a pilgrim, terms that well 

recall the misery and precariousness of the human condition. 

The Psalm closes with a final appeal to ask God for a moment of respite, a 

short space of life, before concluding the earthly pilgrimage.  

This dimension of pilgrimage is our own as Christians, in fact Christ has made 

himself a pilgrim with us on earth and, after going through our ephemeral existence, 

having known its limitations, sufferings and tears, has opened up new perspectives 

to it; With his Resurrection, He has given our fragility an eternal consistency; with 

his Ascension He is, in us, the hope of glory. (cf. 1.27) 

We can really consider our life, both as individuals and as a Church, similar to 

a pilgrimage on earth, but with a goal: heavenly Jerusalem, in which "... you are no 
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longer foreigners or guests, but fellow citizens of God's saints and family members." 

(Ef. 2.19) 

Together with the Church, pilgrim and suffering in this world, and with all 

those who are placed in the trial of tribulation, we can recite with a renewed spirit 

the words of the psalm. They, enlightened by the revelation of Christ, while 

expressing the deepest human anguish, are now supported by a hope that is 

stronger than anguish and that overcomes, not only the transience of life, but the 

very mystery of death. "So, my dearest brothers, remain firm and adamant, 

progressing ever more in the Lord's work, knowing that your labor is not in vain in 

the Lord."(1 Cor 15.58) 

 We also know that "the sufferings of the present moment are not comparable 

to the future glory that must be revealed in us" (Rm 8.18), and although we groan 

inwardly, we wait for the redemption of our bodies (cf. Rm 8.23), certain "that 

everything contributes to the good of those who love God" (Rm 8.28) 

Edited by Sr. Maddalena Ergasti 
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EXPAND HORIZONS 

OF Alfonso Feola 

As I begin to write this small 

contribution, in the beginning of my 

collaboration with the great family of 

the Servants of the Visitation, the 

chorus of a song written and 

performed by the famous Italian 

musical group of I Nomadi,  whose 

refrain reads "Wheredo you go, how 

do you go, to tighten your life, 

meanwhile out the night bursts...?" 

Beyond the piece and the band, I 

thought that this question of 

meaning, all personal, can provide us 

with theinput for a first reflection 

around these times, dominated by a 

deep uncertainty. 

For most it may be seemingly trivial, 

perhaps useless, ask yourself what direction to take, accustomed as you are to live 

every sensation and event to the day: it is true, on the other hand, that when such a 

question enters the circle, it is able to question, if not to completely upset all the 

certainties accumulated up to a minute before, charging with an immense weight 

and potential, because it can trotter the human being towards ambitious goals, or 

direct him towards abysses of suffering and perdition from which could not any 

more emerge again 

However, for those who aspire to be deeply believer, it must not be dramatic or 

frightening to ask what direction to take, while all around it seems suspended, 

indeed! The Christian who throws himself headlong into a new course of his life, 

even if he is full of doubts, cannot do otherwise but realize how much Jesus makes 

him make a continuous and beneficial experience of his presence in everyday life. 

https://www.google.it/url?sa=i&url=https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Community/Il-sorgere-del-sole-1892729444291940/&psig=AOvVaw0nqyan01Y7TPVqwpg0jj-0&ust=1602014408863000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMifouygnuwCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAL
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Mons. Orazio Francesco Piazza, Bishop of Sessa Aurunca and Apostolic Administrator 

of the diocese from which I come (Alife-Caiazzo), opens his homilies repeating with 

the faithful, in a kind of bang and mutual response, the expression "Jesus Christ is 

the Lord, our only Hope". And it really is. 

Today more than yesterday we can experience how Jesus Christ is the only Lord, the 

true Savior of the world, Hope and the even firmest and most confident anchor to 

cling to, the most certain guarantee for our future, which makes us look forward 

without fear; the Virgin Mary discovered it in her time when, in the face of the 

angel's greeting and God's Almighty, she did not hesitate to pronounce her yes  to 

the Incarnation of the Word in her immaculate womb. Our dear mother Vincenza 

Minet discovered this when, in the 1970s, she trusted God's mysterious designs to 

the point of giving life to the Family of the Servants of the Visitation, which does so 

well in the peripheries of the world. And it still makes us discover it the daily 

testimony of Pope Francis, Vicar of Christ, who with his prophetic acts, his 

courageous gestures of rupture, is encouraging the Church to stand out, "It's not just 

a matter of the Vatican's economy,it's a big deal," hesaid. 

It's very clear. If "Where do we go?" it is the question that continues to challenge in 

the mind ofthe Christian,"Where the Lord wants" is the answer, serene but firm, 

because He desires nothing more than our Good, a Good that can materialize only 

with our will, enthusiasm and commitment. And when that's the case, how much 

longer do we want to waste by taking fake cutouts that will never get us anywhere?  

Let's break the lingering, feel close to each other. We look with new eyes at the 

reality that surrounds us by giving it dilated horizons compared to our daily lives, 

horizons as vast as humanity and we set aside fears and selfishness: Jesus, the Lord, 

walks side by side with us and following Him, who is the Way, we can do great 

things, things that smell of Eternity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 
 

 

 

IN FAMILY 

KENYA 

On February 7th 

in the community of 

Nairobi,during the 

celebration of vespers, 

6 postulants entered 

Novitiate,in the 

presence of the Major 

Sister, while on 

February 8 mass was 

celebrated for the first 

religious profession of 5 

novices: Sister Joyce, Sister Angeline, Sister Clemence, Sister Esther Wanja Ciira and 

Sister Jennifer Musyimi. The concelebration, animated with dances and liturgical 

songs, was presided over by Bishop Mons. Joseph Ndembu Mbatia at St.  Mark's 

Parish Church in OlMoran 

ITALIA  

 Santa Marinella In relation to the indiction of the Diocese Jubilee to celebrate the 

900th anniversary of the unification of the Dioceses of Porto and Santa Rufina, 
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encourage to live intensely this ecclesiastical event by choosing the Shrine of the 

Visitation as one of the Jubilee churches where to get the indulgence, our 

community of Mother 

House has agreed, 

together with the 

parish priest Don 

Salvatore Rizzo, a 

series of initiatives to 

involve the Religious 

Institutes and the Lays 

of the town of Santa 

Marinella. 

On the afternoon of 

29February, an in-depth study was organized on "Reform and Conciliar Renewal for 

the evangelization of grace, mission and dialogue", held by Archbishop Mons. 

Augustine Marchetto. The parish priest of Santa Marinella, Fr Salvatore Rizzo, the 

nuns of Santa Marinella’s Institutes and the Servants of the Visitation working at the 

Mother House, attended. 

 

On May 26 at 

21.00, our Bishop led 

the recitation of St. 

Rosary in the Shrine of 

St. Mary of the 

Visitation in Santa 

Marinella. The prayer 

was streamed to make 

the largest number of 

Christians in the 

diocese participate. 

This initiative is one of 

those organized by 

S.E.R. Mons. Gino Reali for the Diocese Jubilee. From May 1to June 2, 2020, every 

Tuesday, he led the prayer of the Holy Rosary in churches and shrines identified as 

Jubilee places,entrusting Mary with the desire and commitment of communion 
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On July 14, the Mother House celebrated the Mass for the reopening to 

Worship of   the Chapel of the RSA Oasis Tabor after the extraordinary renovations 

that lasted a few months. This pretty place of worship welcomed for the first time 

the icon of the Visitation made by Mrs. Lucia Morici, granddaughter of one of our 

nuns. Every morning at ten o'clock, the "Dean" of our guest’s priests, Mons. Carlo 

Bessonet, celebrates Mass. For this new inauguration presided over the liturgy Fr. 

Mariano Cera of the Carmelite Order, together with the other priests who were 

guests in the nursing home (the text of the homely is reported later) 

 

BRAZIL 

On the evening of May 30,in the 

Community of Jaiba, Sister Eliana renewed her 

religious vows   during the Eucharistic 

Celebration presided over by the parish priest 

Fr. Valdecir, which was also attended by some 

of her family members.  

 

CAMEROON 

On June 22nd,the Bishop of Obala 

Mons. Sosthène has blessed the first stone 

of the reconstruction of the Catholic Primary 

School in Evodoula. The parish priest, the 

public authorities, the workers, a 

representative of the Servants of the 

Visitation and the local faithful participated 

in the service. The realization of this work is 

expected by the families of the town, which 

is about 42 km from the capital Yaoundé, in 

fact there are numerous school-age children 

ready to attend next year.  

 

PHILIPPINES 
 

BORONGAN 

The Sisters of the Borongan community 

are very active and try to make the aid 

from various benefactors, both from 
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Italy and the United States, but also from the same town where the mission is 

located, to bear fruits. Particularly in this time marked by lockdown, which still 

continues in the Philippines, they try to support those families whose resources to 

live came from the daily work of a single family member, now forced to 

confinement. On July 17,they went to bring aid to the inhabitants of the eastern 

suburbs of Samar, in Brgy.Conception.  

 

MANILA      

The three Sisters of the Manila community are supported and encouraged by 

the parish priest, who gives life to continuous charitable initiatives involving, in 

addition to our sisters, the community of the Catechist Sisters of the Sacred Heart, 

for a tireless service in the social, health and pastoral fields. Thanks to the help and 

generosity of so many people of good will, the sisters of our community also 

organize visits to the poorest families: recently they went to the slums of the city, to 

distribute food to the neediest.  

 
 

INSIGHTS 

 

THE SERVANTS OF THE VISITATION 

DURING THE TIME OF CORONAVIRUS 

 The Coronavirus cannot stop love: 

Remember the words of Pope Francis 

"Letus not let ourselves be robbed of 

hope ...Let us not allow ourselves to be 

robbed of missionary enthusiasm!", 

together with Mary in the Visitation, the 
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Servants continue to walk on and on the roads of Service and Charity, bringing Jesus 

to the poorest brothers and sisters, confident that the Lord will realize, through 

each of them, as small instruments of his love, a new infection of joy and Christian 

hope.  

In the various communities around the world, despite the pandemic, the Servants 

did not stop, continuing to carry out numerous works of apostolate: visiting the sick, 

distributing food to the needy, and activities in parishes, Caritas and  school.                                                     

ITALIA – Venezia                                   

BRASILE – San Paolo                                                                                                                        

 

 

KENYA – Ol Moran                            

    

 

 

 

 

                                              KENYA - Nairobi 
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FILIPPINE – Manila 

 

 

 

 

                                     

MADAGASCAR - Bevalala 

 

 

 

 

BRASILE – Jaiba  

 

 

 

 

 

                               

                        FILIPPINE – Borongan 
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THE SOLEMNITY OF THE VISITATION IN THE WORLD  

On May 31st,the various 

Communities of Servants present in the 

world celebrated with faith the 

solemnity of the Visitation of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, this year coinciding with the 

Solemnity of Pentecost. 

At the Community of the Mother House 

of Santa Marinella, in the Shrine of St. 

Mary of the Visitation, the Holy Mass 

was presided over by Bishop Mons. Gino 

Reali: During the celebration, Sister 

Virginia Alinsug and Sister Josephine 

Balderama celebrated the 25th 

anniversary of religious life, while the 

Major Sister Maddalena and Sister Ada 

celebrated their 30th and 40th 

anniversary, respectively.        

ITALIA – Santa Marinella                                          

At the same time, they recalled the 20th anniversary of religious life of Sister 

Clarissa (Venice) and Sister Alice (Gizo), while they recalled the 10th Anniversary of 

Profession Sister 

Huguette (Assisi), Sister 

M. Claudia (Evodula) 

and Sister M. Claudine 

(Bevalala).    

Finally, in Cameroon, 

the two Communities 

of Kribi and Evodula 

gathered in the latter 

place to celebrate the 

festival together.  

 

 

ITALIA – Venezia 

 



19 
 

 

 

 

 

MADAGASCAR - Bevalala 

 

 

 

 

 

ITALIA - Oristano 

 

 

 

 

FILIPPINE- Borongan 

 

 

 

 

 

                  FILIPPINE - Manila 
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CAMERUN – Evodula e Kribi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         KENYA - NAIROBI 

 

 

 

 

KENYA – Ol Moran 

 

 

 

  MADAGASCAR- Mahitsy 

 

 



21 
 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDATION OF THE SERVANTS OF THE VISITATION 

42 years ago, on June 29, 

1978, in Assisi, the Servants of 

the Visitation were born, 

constituted as Pius union by S.E. 

mons. Dino Tomassini, Ordinary 

of the place. Their cradle was 

the monastery of St. Joseph of 

the Benedictines. On June 

29th,the various Communities 

scattered around the world 

solemnly celebrated this 

anniversary.                                                   Le prime Ancelle con Mons. Tomassini 

 

 

KENYA 

Nairobi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          KENYA – Ol Moran 
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FILIPPINE - Manila        

 

 

 

 

 

 

MADAGASCAR- 

Mahitsy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ITALIA – Santa Marinella 
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BRASILE – San Paolo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ISOLE SALOMONE 

Nusabaruku 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FILIPPINE 

Borongan 
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CAMEROUN - Evodula 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MADAGASCAR - Mahitsy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MADAGASCAR - 

Bevalala 
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Homely 14.07.2020 

“Getting on the road” 

 

Small stop in Nazareth: Angel Gabriel visited 

Mary. He brought a request from God to her. 

Mary said "yes", and at that moment she 

becomes "Mother of God", the greatest creature. 

Let's stay for a moment in Nazareth, in that 

room: what happens after the angel is gone? 
 

We could think of Mary who starts to think, to 

praise ... Mary instead sprints and "sets out on 

her way to the mountain" to go and help 

Elizabeth.  

O MARY, how immense you are!                                                   
         La nuova icona della Visitazione 

         Nella cappellina della RSA 

- You have just been proclaimed the greatest and immediately you put yourself 
to the service! 

- You just found yourself by God and immediately go and see the brothers! 

- God has just entered your womb and you immediately take it to others! 
 

Let's take a moment and try to imagine this girl who, after leaving the angel, leaves 

the house and "quickly" climbs the mountain to get to serve the relative’s soon. 
 

Mary does not wait to be called-prayed-be supplicated. She runs, she takes the first 

step, reaches out her hand first, goes to serve herself.  
 

Mary answered "yes" to the call to "be WITH God", and now runs to do the mission 

of "being for others"”: Gift that is a gift. Full of grace that you serve! Gift that you do 

service! 
 

Today, especially for the non-believer, the fact that my faith is authentic is whether 

it is accompanied by works. 

Service to those in need is the most beautiful preaching that can be done to a non-

believer. It is the verification that we really believe in.  

Jesus becomes "broken bread" for man. The Eucharist every day defiant-call-invites 

to become "broken bread" for others. 
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 Pay attention to Luke's verbs and words: 

- Prompt in those days 

- She set out on a journey up the mountain 

- She reached out quickly 

- She came in, saluted, the child jumped in the womb, and they began to praise 
God. 

The service is dynamic, it is done with joy, it makes us leave the security of our 

home. "To travel, in biblical jargon, is to ask on and give in to the adventure of the 

unknown, of choices, of encounters, in the risk of the figures. " To travel" demands, 

as Teresina says, to abandon oneself, as a child, in the arms of the Mother, sure that 

she will take us where will be the best.  
 

Mary's service is therefore a service that 

- It should not be expected to be requested (there is modesty of every person!) 

- It must be given for free and with joy (every gift must be given as a gift!) 

- In the adventure of faith in God. 
The service is part of those courageous and countercurrent choices of the 

Magnificat. 
 

I think at this moment of our sad faces as we pray, to our long snouts in doing a 

service, to our tiring walking towards our brothers and sisters ... and I think with 

great joy of this girl from Nazareth who joyfully runs up the mountain. 
 

Yes, "towards the mountain." The service is always uphill, it takes sacrifice, it takes 

us uncomfortable. Let us not forget that Nazareth was about 130 Km from the 

village of Elizabeth. 
 

Mary arrives, enters, greets, "and immediately gasped the child in Elizabeth's 

womb." Children are understood to be children; because they have no prejudices. It 

is the first meeting between Jesus and the Baptist. It is the meeting of the Old 

Testament with the New Testament.  

Mary will surely have her hands to   wash, her word to comfort her, her heart to love 

her more and more. 

But Mary's service is above all TO GESU'. As soon as she received him, she did not 

hold it tight but immediately carries him. I think of those fries or nuns or Christians 

closed in their Christ, closed in their God... Mary as soon as she received God brings 

him:  The Annunciation of God in me demands the Visitation in Others! 
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All God's gifts are given to us to be restored! 

And if I do not feel this need to give, to announce, of apostolate, of mission ... 

means I don't own it! Whoever has God and his things, knows well that it is all His 

gift and must be given to others. 
 

And there is the meeting between the two women, between the two Allianz and, 

between two mothers by God's intervention, between two sterile but God-filled 

wombs ... and so they can only start singing together: my soul magnifies the Lord! 
 

The message is really nice and challenging: I think it's yourCharism! 

a. In a massed, anonymous and selfish world, are urgent people who joyfully and 

in faith become broken bread for their brothers and sisters! 

b. In a secularized world, where God is gradually losing his central place, are 

urgent people who bring and give God with joy. 
 

Dear sisters, the challenge of the selfishness of the people and, sometimes, the 

challenge of the closure of our religious homes, of our parishes call us to respond as 

Mary: everything is God's gift, and it must be given to our brothers! 

Our closure or sadness must be answered with   Mary's joyful service. 
 

But, let's not forget, the Visitation comes only after the announcement! Only those 

who know how to hear and accept the Word can become the bearer of the Word! 

Only those who know how to be one-on-one with God can go and stand one-on-

one with their brothers and sisters!  
 

Fr. Mariano Cera, Carmelite 
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They preceded us ... 

 Elphine, mother of Sr. Robine, Madagascar, at the age of 65, after a long 

period of illness (20 February 2020). 

Mariano Arellano, father of Sr. Rubi, Philippines (March15). 

 Jean Noel, brother of Sr. M. Thérèse, Madagascar (April25). 

 RestitutoOgaro, father of Sr. Jenelyn, Philippines (June25). 

Let us entrust our souls to the Lord, may he welcome all of them to Paradise. Let us 

pray for the families who have left. 

 On 1 June 2020, memory of Mary 

Mother of the Church, sisterMariaRegina 

Masala,a member of theFamily of the 

Servants of the Visitation, has left us. She 

loved the Congregation and the Founder 

so much, living in absolute fidelity her 

Consecration to God. She was an 

energetic woman, courageous but also 

maternal, friendly and joyful, she knew 

how to entertain the sisters of the 

community with her creativity, she was 

an excellent performer in screenplays, 

comic skits and as a singer. Trained and 

experienced nurse, generous in service to the sick. She offered her life for the 

religious family. We entrust our Mother Mary with her soul.    
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Two "fathers" that the Lord has placed on our path of Servants of The Visitation 

Mons. Dino Tomassini – Nocera Umbra 

25.03.1913-30.07.1980 

 On 30 July we recalled the 40 years since 

the departure of Mons. Dino Tomassimi, 

Bishop of Assisi-Nocera-Gualdo Tadino, 

who welcomed Mother Vincenza and the 

32 Sisters who together with her were in 

Assisi 42 years ago for the provision of 

Providence. He was for them as a father 

and a true Pastor, and the heart of God 

came down, of which he made himself an 

instrument by erecting them at Pia Union 

Mother SS.ma of the Visitation on June 29, 

1978. This was the first "sprout" of the 

future Congregation recognized a few years 

later by the Diocese of Rome and then by 

the High Pontiff St. John Paul II as "Servants 

of the Visitation". 

From his spiritual testament we read, among other things: "... In particular, my 

thoughts on the Servants of the Visitation that Providence entrusted me with its 

absolute and unpredictable initiative." "Lord, come! I am nothing; therefore, I am 

the perfect place to welcome you that you are everything. I'll be all in you then. 

Hallelujah! Brothers, friends see each other at home. In the end, when we all meet 

again together, forever, what a great day, what a celebration, what happiness! Lord, 

you alone are great and you work wonders! Thank you!" 

 

Fr. Jean Raphael Rakotondrasoa, S.J. 

On the evening of Sunday, July 26, at 22:00, at the age of 59, died from COVID-19, 

Fr. Raphael that our first missionaries in Madagascar knew at the time when it was 

decided to build a house of their own of the Institute that would welcome a second 

community of the Servants of the Visitation, after that of Mahitsy. From the 

moment we met him in 2002, when Fr. Raphael was superior of the Jesuit 

community of Bevalala on the outskirts of Antananarivo, he never stopped helping 
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the sisters of our two communities: he was 

responsible for the construction of the new house 

on the outskirts of the capital, in Bevalala precisely, 

he led retreats and spiritually accompanied the 

young women in formation and some nuns , has 

always participated in the solemn liturgies in the 

most significant celebrations for the life of our 

Congregation.....we can say that for us it was, once 

again, "an instrument of Provvidence". We want to 

remember him for his genuine fidelity to his 

consecration to Christ and his priestly ministry, in 

righteousness and not measured generosity. We 

already think of him in the joy of Paradise and pray to him, so that he may intercede 

in our favor. 

FROM SANT'EUSTORGIO (MILAN) ... TWO ANGELS FOR THE MISSION 

Ulisse was one of the first cooperators from 

Sant'Eustorgio (Basilica/Parish of Milan who 

works to help the countries of the South of the 

world through the service of a missionary office 

carried out by very generous people who 

collaborate in the name of the Lord). Ulisse has 

followed our path, as missionaries in the 

Philippines, every moment and in every situation. 

Every time we went to Milan to meet the 

Missionary Group he was there, he came to pick 

us up at the station, took care of us, took us to 

visit the people close to us. In particular I 

remember when he brought us to Renata's that 

was sick with multiple sclerosis and that he 

occasionally visited. Every time I was telling him about the mission, he was attentive 

and moved. In church he would stand in the corner and listen and come out at the 

end and he was always moved! 

When I was unable to go to Milan, he always came with Luigi to Santa Marinella to 

meet and share. He tried to be always attentive to our needs and he helped us to 

make the bell tower on the island of Divinubo. 
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He was the one who prepared the packages and inside there was always a message 

addressed to us in particular, to accompany us, to console us, to show us all his 

closeness. 

Ulisse was always like a big brother ready to bee his heart for us in the mission. It 

was of a unique simplicity and never presented any need other than to be together. 

He never came into our missions physically, but he never left them with his heart! I 

do not have a particular memory because everything was special in him, the love for 

the mission was felt so strong, real and constant that I cannot say anything but: he 

was always with us!      

Now from Heaven, where we think of him as happy from the day he left us, on 

March 10 of this year, he will certainly continue, albeit in a different way, to provide 

for our poor people. 

(testimony of Sr. Noemi) 

 

Dr. Paola Marangione, familiarly called Paoletta, 

was a close collaborator of Don Pigi (Piergiorgio 

Perini) in giving fruitfulness to the project of the 

parish cells of evangelization, and also took care of 

him as his personal doctor, accompanied him 

everywhere. She was a real sister. But for us it was 

also special: always present, always attentive, 

discreetly active. She never invaded, but never left 

us, every time I went, she gave me a pair of 

sneakers of those sneakers that I used and I know 

why: she wanted to be the one who followed my 

missionary steps in the world. She was a real 

missionary in Milan! 

 (testimony of Sr. Noemi). 

 Paola has witnessed the love of God among the people, in her you can see realized 

the bliss of the "myths that will inherit the earth". Always smiling, affable towards 

all, she sought peace, together with everyone endured difficulties, soliciting to those 

who were suffering. Professionally she dedicated her life to caring for children. She 

had welcomed Christ into her life, she had really made Him become that expression 

of love that in no way could now separate her from him. 

 (from the homily of Mons. Rino Fisichella on the day of the funeral) 


